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A crazy husband and wife team - formerly members of the justice system - operate their own "private"

correctional institution within the walls of an old jail they bought after it went out of use. Its prisoners are all

women who are guilty of some moral infraction or another. For instance, the main character had the audacity

to do a nude photo pose in a public place. Naughty girl.

House of Whipcord is surprisingly effective, especially given its exploitation subgenre. What I mean to say is

that this is a higher quality film than one would expect, so much so that it almost defies its membership in the

Cheezy Flicks catalog. Presumably it is public domain or something and was therefore available to be released

by this budget DVD company.

Which isn't to say there's anything wrong with Cheezy Flicks. They put out some inexpensive editions of

interesting and offbeat exploitation flicks (and other genres, too). Anyway, moving on ...

This British (I think) film falls, technically, into the women-in-prison genre. Given the generally tawdry and

shameless nature of that subgenre, it's not hard to see why, when House of Whipcord turned out to be an

actually pretty good film, I was surprised. A look at the plot would make one expect something based sheerly

on nudity and sadomasochism, rather than suspense and a touch of satire (though Jonathan Swift this is not).

Not to say that nudity and punishment don't appear here; they do. But they're handled (mostly) with a degree

of taste ... at least so far as it's possible to handle this subgenre with any taste. Flogging, which happens twice,

is not explicitly shown, even in the one scene in which it happens right in front of the viewer. And while not

stingy with nude scenes, the film isn't rife with them, either. Blood is minimal. An execution scene is handled

with compositional style rather than gaping morbidity.

The lack of sadistic viciousness the WIP genre typically displays was rather surprising. Instead, atmosphere, a

growing sense of forboding, and chest-tightening suspense propel this film along. The major central scene of

punishment generates a sick twist of fear rather than masturbatory glee. It's to the filmmakers' credit that

House of Whipcord approaches this sort of subject matter but executes it with a modicum of tact. This isn't a

leering sort of picture, though it's not necessarily shy, either. It's rather frank and up-front about its material

and the only really bald-faced bullshit is an opening title card that claims the film is made for those who

lament the loss of strictness in the legal/justice realm and wish to see the return of harsher punishments (!) ...

It's rather a blatant juxtaposition with the overall (and relative) reserve displayed by a film rooted in such

grueling subject matter. The fact is, I almost forgot about that opening bit of onscreen wordage by the time

the film was done laying the smack down on me.

A tense sense of terror builds deliberately until suspenseful tension reaches a crisis point. Even the prolonged

climax following a heart-in-throat twist serves to maintain the nerve-tweaking edge, despite a slight loss of

focus that threatens (but thankfully fails) to unravel the closing twenty minutes of the film.

House of Whipcord isn't the height of artistry, but it is a quality thriller that satisfies with a strongly

maintained sense of fear.
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Upchuck Undergrind listens to a little bit of a lot of things - just note the eclecticism of his reviews. He also

reads voraciously and loves movies. He is a very open-minded Episcopalian (and student of Buddhism and

Hinduism) who thinks Slayer is one of the greatest metal bands. Ever. In addition to his work with Corazine -

for which he has written since its inception (he is a Fishcomcollective veteran) - he also writes for DJFix.com.

Read more about Upchuck Undergrind
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