
> Bigger Than Life
(1956/Criterion Collection
Blu-ray)
> The Ruth Rendell Mysteries

Collection (Anthology/British
TV/Acorn Media DVD Set)
> Wish Me Luck – Series One
(1983/British TV/Acorn Media
DVD)
> Mystery Science Theater

3000 – Volume XVII (Shout
Factory DVD Set)
> Muse – Under Review
(Chrome Dreams/MVD Visual
DVD)

> Supervan (1977/Cheezy
Flicks DVD)
> Armchair Thriller – Set 2
(1978 – 1981/Acorn Media
DVD)
> Rosa & The Executioner Of

The Fiend (2009/MVD Visual
DVD)
> Bandslam (2009/Summit
Entertainment DVD)
> Unrivaled (2010/Lionsgate
Blu-ray)

 

> Precious (2009/Lionsgate

Blu-ray + DVD)
> Revanche (2008/Criterion
Collection Blu-ray)
> Nurse Jackie – Season One
(2009/Lionsgate Blu-ray)
> Mystery Science Theater

3000 – Volume XVI (Shout!
Factory DVD w/Servo
Figurine)
> Planet 51 (2009/Sony DVD)
> Ponyo (2009/Disney Blu-ray
w/DVD)

> Walk The Line (2005/Fox
Blu-ray)
> Scooby-Doo!
Abracadabra-Doo
(2010/Animated/Warner DVD)
> The Spectacular Spider-Man

Volumes 6 & 7 (Marvel
Animation/Sony Wonder
DVDs)
> Night Court – The Complete
Third Season (1986 –

1987/Warner DVD)
> Alice (2009
Mini-Series/Lionsgate Blu-ray)
> Doctor Who – The
Complete Specials (BBC
Blu-ray)

> Superjail! – Season One
(2007 – 2008/Warner/Adult
Swim DVD)
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Inn Of The Damned
(1973) + It Happened At

Nightmare Inn

(1970/Cheezy Flicks

DVDs)
 

Picture: C-     Sound: C-/C    

Extras: D/C-     Films: D/C

 

 

A cycle of the Horror/Thriller is

those taking a vacation and

finding new murderous

meaning in the term “tourist

trap”.  It is not as easy to make

such films work as you might

think and the recent “torture

porn” cycle shows how

desperate bad filmmakers will

get to cover up not being able

to do such stories well.  Two

earlier examples that show how

this does not work are the

totally failed Inn Of The

Damned (1973) and the somewhat effective (but could have been better)

It Happened At Nightmare Inn (1970).

 

Damned has zero suspense and deals with an old Western-town type

deathtrap hotel where the owners (Dame Judith Anderson and Joseph

Furst, the villain once again) is killing people.  Bounty hunter Alex Cord

investigates and find out that the person he is searching for may have

never left.  This was made in Australia but is not quite wacky enough to

be considered Ozploitation.  Still, it will be a curio to some and for those

who have to see it, once will be enough.

 

Nightmare (simply know in some versions as simply Nightmare Inn)

has Judy Geeson (Star Maidens) as a woman meeting her sister at its

little Spanish vacation locale, but the sister has “checked out” and not left

any forwarding message.  Not believing this, she stays and eventually

discovers the ugly truth.  This has a few good moments and casting as

good as the other film despite the use of unknowns, including some

suspense, but once is enough despite being a more capable film.  If this

had been handled by someone who knew the genre better, this could have

been even more effective.

 

The 1.33 X 1 image in both cases is soft and color poor, while the PCM

16/48 2.0 Mono is low, rough and compressed on Damned, so be very

careful of playback levels and volume switching, while Nightmare fares a

little better than expected in clarity, as well as maybe being recorded

better to begin with.  Trailers and Intermission shorts are the only extras.

 

 

-   Nicholas Sheffo
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> Leap Frog – Math

Adventure To The Moon
(Lionsgate DVD)
> GI Joe – Real American
Hero: Season 1.3
(Animation/Shout! Factory
DVD)

 

2012
John Cusack, Amand...

New $24.99
Best $20.58

The Princess and the
Frog
Bruno Campos, Anik...

New $16.99
Best $16.99

2012
John Cusack, Chiwe...

New $18.49
Best $12.95

The Blind Side
Sandra Bullock, Ti...

New $16.99
Best $16.99

Where the Wild Things
Are [Blu-ray]
Max Records, Cathe...

New $23.49
Best $18.99

Sherlock Holmes
Robert Downey Jr.,...

New $16.99
Best $16.99

Privacy Information

Inn Of The Damned (1973) + It Happened At Nightmare Inn (1970/Cheezy... http://www.fulvuedrive-in.com/review/9680/Inn+Of+The+Damned+(197...

2 of 2 3/9/2010 1:39 PM


