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extreme high definition, and again you can hear every nuance, every intention in his
playing.

The ghost of Cream emerges again on Born Under A Bad Sign, and Trower owns
it. The notes almost sound as if they are flying out on their own, and he's just
controlling the trajectory. This record is engineered so well - every time he starts
playing, it's as if the guitar has taken over all frequencies - the band plays great,
everything is right, but Trower is so on top of it, that it's musical omniscience.

Sheltered Moon is the first tune that's taken me back to the memory of the late
Jimmy Dewar in many decades - this would fit perfectly on any of the early Trower
masterpieces - Robin breaks out the wah and the swirls, and were are sent back in
time, and The Dreamer has returned. This takes me right back to Hara Arena, 1974
and I'm fifteen again, and that's never a bad thing - thanks, Robin, it's tremendously
appreciated. Sometime you forget how it felt, and it's great to be reminded in such a
wonderful way.

Keeping the way cocked and the big cat tone intact, the album closes with See My
Life, a soulfilled funk that takes me back to Trower's days playing the Fillmores to
thousands. This is just a great way to end up he record - maybe this sets the stage
for what's next - Robin Trower just keeps getting better, and if someone can make
my jaded self dig the blues again, | am again converted.

This is a fabulous guitar record - it is a tremendous testament to the artistry of one of
our truly great guitar heroes, and for that | am extremely grateful.

Release date: February 19, 2013 on V-12 Records in the US and Manhaton
Records in the UK/Europe

Posted by Tony Conley at6:37 PM [
+2 Recommend this on Google

Labels: Robin Trower, Robin Trower Roots Branches, Roots and Branches

6 comments:

Chris said...

Totally agree, this is a wonderful example of a man who's at the top of his
craft. Irate RT every bit as good as the Hendrixs and Claptons of this
world - marks out of 10....11

February 11,2013 at 2:06 PM

Anonymous said...

Isn't "shapes of things--" a yardbirds tune? | was just wondering. | haven't
listened to the new Trower album, so | can't say if it's the same song
though.

February 11,2013 at 3:50 PM

Tony Conley said...

No - actually The Shape of Things to Come is a new original tune, and not
The Yardbirds' classic - | thought the same thing at first!

February 11,2013 at4:02 PM

B The Happy Idiot said...

Awesome dude. Bridge of sighs, if you listen to it today, sounds as good
as any modern recording, and you know how they had to do it in the day.
Props on the blog.
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Trev said...

Truthfully | have not dug Trowers more recent stuff, always believing his
70's playing was so much better ; just incredible guitar soloing. But, hey,
maybe | should check this album out and see how the old dude is
sounding thesedays. The review sure is a good one. Trevor.

February 14,2013 at 1:10 PM

Anonymous said...

Did you know Robin sings six of these tunes? In the past, people have
suggested Robin take the mic, because he CAN sing...and he always
modestly comments something like, "why should | sing when | know
professionals that sing for a living?" But he definitely holds his own on the
mic. What a fantastic collection of songs. Thank you Robin.

February 16,2013 at 7:12 PM
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