4/10/13 <b>Rating: * out... - Crack the Sky-- 'Ostrich’ (Aluminum Cat) - baltimoresun.com

NEWSPAPERADS SPECIAL SECTIONS JOBS RENTALS HOMES CARS HOMEDELIVERY

ORIOLES ENTERTAINMENT DEALS

CELEBRITES BTHESITE EVENTS DINNG MOVIES MOVIETIMES TV MUSIC & NIGHTLIFE ARTS & BOOKS GAMES COMICS PICTURES

HOT TOPICS | Maryland Weddings | Preakness 2013 | Hot Online | Exotic Eats | 'Dancing With the Stars' | Film Festival Lineup Search

FiOS BRINGS YOUTHEB Tyl e
NOW GETFASTER| >
SPEEDS FOR YOURBUILDING e 58423

- Check Availabilty
W/ 2-YEAR AGMT+TAXES, FEES, EQUIP, CHARGES & RSN FEE

Click above

for this week’s
savings at Target.

(® Weekly Ad

OE®%L) E

Newsroom directory | Social Sun

- - |
s
( Handout / December 23, 2012 )
Rating: * out of 4 -/-‘
The progressive rock veterans w ho make up Crack the Sky know their 15th album, the recently released "Ostrich," is a
departure in many w ays. On its w ebsite, the band quickly dispelled any notions that the new record w ould remind fans of
its '70s heyday, w hen the West Virginia act w on many Baltimore fans with songs such as "Surf City" and "Hold On."
"Writer [John] Palumbo has either hit a manic phase or is attempting to get our attention via the back door," read the six-piece
group's online message. MOST POPULAR NOW
Both routes seem plausible. "Ostrich" is a deeply strange record that w ill keep your attention for as long as you're wiling to ‘Dancing With the Stars Results' recap, Jacoby Jones is
scratch your head at it. It's also a sonic mess, jumping from funk-fusion ("The Box") to fidgeting new w ave ("Holding My safe, Lisa & Gleb are out

Breath") to moody ambiance ("Under the Hood"). Many of the vocal takes are filtered through flanges and effects resembling

answ ering machines. These studio tricks disconnect Palumbo from the songs, w hich might be the point, but it also makes for Armed with hits, Fleetwood Mac plays with crowd's
a mostly joyless listen. emotions at Verizon Center

; N ) ) L N Mead and cider make a comeback in Maryland
The band confuses up-tempo songs for songs that will get listeners dancing. It's simply hard to imagine the jittery, ADD-

approach of "Ostrich" w orking at any party, regardless of the ages and tastes in the crow d. With Go Go's Retread Threads, fashion hits the road in
Baltimore

The dated, out-of-touch music of "Ostrich" is less confounding than Palumbo's lyrics. On almost every song, the singer i i i i

reaches for biting social commentary, w ith minimal results. "Pole Dancing at the Hollyw ood" aims to shame married men for With "Appalachian Spring’ Baltimore School for the Arts

going to strip clubs. With its mentions of BMWs and pool boys, "Y our House is On Fire" reads like a dumbed-dow n Bret breaks new ground

Easton Hlis novel, attempting to skew er the oblivious w ealthy. None of it w orks, partly because the music is so distracting
and also because the comments feel mundane and dated. We've heard all this before, in more entertaining w ays, on TV, fim
or in music.

The albumw orks only w hen it stops clow ning around. "Ali's Song," the somber closing ballad, is an earnest love letter to a ENTERTAINMENT PICTURES
daughter. Palumbo can't resist eye-rolling lines ("Life doesn't stop for anyone, not even us / We're just passengers on the
bus") but the song at least feels honest, and even emotionally vulnerable. When he sings, "I'm just an old fool, trying to hang
on to you," it's hard to believe it's the same guy w ho sang "Yellow cake, w inter flakes, just grab me my bong" just 40 minutes
earlier. With the jokes aside, Crack the Sky finally show cases heart instead of scattered mind. Too bad it took until the final
song. -- Wesley Case
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FINDLOCAL: THIS WEEK'S TOP EVENTS

Stevenson University presents
Baltimore Speakers Series

Joseph Meyerhoff Symphony Hall

April 16th : 8 p.m. (Nando Parrado,
survivor of plane crash in the Andes
Mountains)

Pl
&

Bravissimo Bel Canto! Gala Concert
Patricia and Arthur Modell Performing Arts
Center at the Lyric

April 13th : 8 p.m.

Maryland International Film Festival,
| featuring Tony Mendez

Daily (April 11th through April 13th)

Find more Baltimore events >>
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