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"... A happy discovery, for me, is a tape of TV Party,” a cable-access show hosted by Glenn O'Brien, whose mix of stoned talk and often terrific guest performances by musicians and oddball buskers fitfully evinces a Talking Heads-like perfect pitch in deriding pop culture and eating it, too.”


- Peter Schjeldahl, THE NEW YORKER
In 1978, two revolutionary trends emerged in New York City, public access cable TV and punk rock. Public access was about do-it-yourself television. Punk was about do-it-yourself music. These two phenomena were made for each other and they came together spectacularly in Glenn O’Brien’s TV Party. Billed as “The TV show that’s a cocktail party but which could be a political party,” this public access hour brought an hour of the wildest of the wild to live television every week. Now more than 25 years later, Brink Films and director Danny Vinik, have produced the documentary film TV Party, featuring footage from the original show and new interviews of the trend setting participants. The film explores the New York art scene, then and now.

Glenn O’Brien’s BEAT, a column in Andy Warhol’s Interview Magazine, was to cool downtown Manhattan what Ed Sullivan’s and Walter Winchell’s columns had been decades before, the barometer of what was happening.  O’Brien decided to emulate Sullivan (and Johnny Carson and Hugh Hefner) and create a variety show that would spotlight the coolest of the cool.  O’Brien recruited his pal Chris Stein, the guitarist of Blondie, as his co-host, fellow Warhol Factory kid Walter Steding as leader of The TV Party Orchestra, and underground film director Amos Poe as director and the rest, as you’ll see, was history. Every week a who’s who of bohemia congregated to “have your party on TV,” as Debbie Harry would sing. Debbie was a regular, along with such luminaries as Jean Michel Basquiat, Robert Fripp, David Byrne, banned SNL-er Charles Rocket, John Lurie, Richard Sohl of the Patti Smith Group, artist David Walter McDermott, Fred Schneider of the B-52s, Nile Rodgers of Chic, Tim Wright of DNA, and Fab Five Freddie. 

TV Party was more than a “new wave” Tonight Show.  It was modeled on Hugh Hefner’s Playboy After Dark, a TV show in the format of a party.  Every week hipsters tuned in to follow the antics of the TV Party gang and such guests as Iggy Pop, David Bowie, P-Funk’s George Clinton, The Clash’s Mick Jones, artist Chris Burden, James Chance, Kid Creole, Klaus Nomi, actor Robbie Coltrane, writer/actress Cookie Mueller, fashion guru Steven Meisel and catch performances from acts like Tuxedo Moon, the Brides of Funkenstein, Alex Chilton, Tuxedo Moon, Jeffrey Lee Pierce, Tav Falco, DNA and the Funky Four Plus One More.  In December 2004, the original TV Party was exhibited as part of the New Museum’s East Village USA, a landmark show documenting the art of the 1970’s and 1980’s East Village scene.

After two decades as a cult rumor, the TV Party archives have been digitally resurrected and made available by Brink Films.  The TV Party documentary was produced by Kai Eric and Danny Vinik (“Spun”) and directed by Vinik.  It mixes interviews with Glenn O’Brien, Debbie Harry, Chris Stein, Walter Steding, Amos Poe, Fred Brathwaite and company with hilarious footage from the show’s four year run (1978-1982.)   BrinkDVD will release a DVD series of the best episodes from this historically hilarious collision of TV, rock and roll and pop art.

FEATURING:

Glenn O'Brien, Chris Stein, Walter Steding, Lenny Ferrari, Deborah Harry, Amos Poe, Tim Wright, Lisa Rosen, Kate Simon, Frederick Brathwaite, Tav Falco, Edo Bertoglio, Robert Aaron, Arto Lindsay, Paul Daugherty, and James Chladek 

APPEARANCES BY:

Jean-Michel Basquiat, Richard Sohl, Andy Shernoff, Nile Rodgers, John Lurie, David Byrne, Robert Fripp, Mick Jones, George Clinton, Fred Schneider, The Brides of Funkenstein, James Chance, Anya Phillips, August Darnell, Compton Maddux, Andy 'Coati Mundi' Hernandez, Tish & Snooky, David Walter McDermott, Steven Meisel, Klaus Nomi, Charles Rocket, Ernie Brooks, Elliott Murphy, Anita Sarko, Von Lmo, Robert Delford Brown, Rhett Brown, Mary Lou Greene, Maripol, Teri Toye, Claudia Summers, Lori Eastside, Maria LaMadrid, Antonia Del Portago, Bobby Grossman, Barbara Egan, Chris Briggs, Kirsten Bates, Steve Piccolo, Victor Bockris, Catherine Ruby Rebennack,  Karen Geneice, Snuky Tate, Ron Rosenbaum, Mark Blane, Ted Bafaloukos, John Browner, Jeffrey Lee Pierce, Ikue Mori, Paul Dugan, Steve Pollock, Kiri Teshigahara, Tetsu Fukawa, Tuxedo Moon, Mellow Mel, The Fleshtones, Ron Miller, Robert Palmer (writer and jazz musician,)  Adriana Kaegi, Terence Sellars, Clem Burke, Robert Molnar, Steve Mass, Marilyn, Ronnie Cutrone, Sky Vermont, Charlie Barnett, Tina L'Hotsky,  Bradley Field, Randy Gunn, Oleg Bonnano, Animal X, William Coupon, Shannon Dawson, Bruce Geduldig and Winston Tong.
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ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS
Producer/Director, DANNY VINIK has been an online pioneer since the inception of the web. His novel BLUE PAIGE was published in 1999. His company BRINK MEDIA creates web solutions & marketing campaigns for a wide variety of clients including Kevin Spacey's filmmaker's community site (www.triggerstreet.com), Christy Turlington, and the band Velvet Revolver. He has launched THE BRINK, a group of entertainment companies that include THE BRINK, a popular webzine at www.brink.com and BRINK FILMS, which has released SPUN (2003) and PORNSTAR PETS (2005), and has a batch of films in development. 

Producer, KAI ERIC was a founder of the 80's multimedia art nexus, Club 57. He spent many years as a touring bass player with the bands Panther Burns and Wreckless Eric. He has worked in all aspects of film production, new media and advertising and in 2000 he joined BRINK FILMS as Director of Development. 
Editor, JEFF FLOHR was born during the second year of TV Party. His ignorance of and disinterest in the icons of the punk and new wave scene brought a fresh perspective to the material.

Cinematographer, CHRIS EDWARDS is a go-to-guy in the New York Independent Filmmaking community. He has been involved with digital video since its inception and has many film credits to his name including WILD AMBITION. He is also the proprietor of Production Junction, a popular New York equipment rental company. 
CAST INFO

GLENN O'BRIEN is a well-known author.  He began his career as editor of Andy Warhol’s Interview and his column Glenn O’Brien’s BEAT made him a fixture on the New Wave scene. He wrote and produced the film Downtown 81 starring Jean-Michel Basquiat.  Since the 80s he has created many noted advertising campaigns and commercials.  He’s a poet, essayist and a regular columnist for GQ, Vanity Fair Italia and Paper Magazine.  He edits the literary magazine Bald Ego and recently completed a novel.

CHRIS STEIN was a founder of  Blondie, the group he still plays in and write songs for. He has also produced many other artists including James Chance, Gun Club and Iggy Pop. He lives in Woodstock with his wife and year old daughter and is expecting a second child. He is a fine photographer and his favorite subject is the Burning Man festival.

WALTER STEDING paints and makes music, dividing his time between New York City and Harmony, Pennsylvania.  His portrait commissions have included Andy Warhol, Fred Hughes, Rei Kawakubo, Jean-Michel Basquiat and Deborah Harry and his work is in many distinguished collections in Europe and the U.S..

AMOS POE has directed many films, from the Blank Generation and The Foreigner to the recent documentary on Steve Earl , “Frogs for Snakes.” He made Burt Lancaster's last film and McCauley Culkin's first. He is currently working on a TV series and teaching film at NYU.

DEBBIE HARRY divides her time between acting, as one of the most sought after actresses in independent film, and making music.  After the breakup of Blondie she recorded numerous solo records and worked as the singer in the Jazz Passengers.  Thanks to a recent highly successful reunion, she is again the blonde in Blondie.

LISA ROSEN had a successful career as fashion model in New York and Paris. In the 80s she moved to Rome where she became a fine art restorer, working on many important projects.  Her clients included the Vatican. Today she is one of the top art restorers in New York City.

EDO BERTOGLIO has exhibited his portraits of the '70's and '80's. He directed Downtown 81 with Jean-Michel Basquiat.  Today he lives in Switzerland where he directs documentaries and commercials. His autobiographical documentary will premiere at the Cannes Festival ’05.

ARTO LINDSAY has recorded many albums of his own music and produced many other artists from David Byrne and Laurie Anderson to Caetano Velosa and Marisa Monte (which earned him a Grammy.)

KATE SIMON recently published book of photographs of Bob Marley, and the reggae scene, Rebel Music (Genesis Publications.)  She is working on a book of portraits of artists and writers.

LENNY FERRARI is a drummer who has played with many bands, including Walter Steding and the Dragon People,  Lou Reed and James Chance.  He has worked as a record producer  who  he dabbles in real estate.

FREDERICK BRATHWAITE aka FAB FIVE FREDDY starred in Charlie Ahearn’s film Wild Style, then hosted Yo MTV Raps, the first hip hop TV show. He is a writer and filmmaker.   

ROBERT AARON is a noted musician, producer, and arranger. He has performed with Chic, Blondie, David Bowie, Mick Jagger, the WuTang Clan and he is currently a member of Wyclef Jean’s band.

TIM WRIGHT was a member of the legendary Pere Ubu before joining the incredible DNA, whose music has just been re-released on CD.  Today he plays music and lives in New York and Belize, where he works part time as a witch doctor.

TAV FALCO is a singer, songwriter, performance artist, film maker and tango dancer.  He has performed around the world with his band Panther Burns and has acted in numerous films.

JAMES CHLADEK was more responsible than anyone for the phenomenon public access television in New York City, providing inexpensive studio time for the medium’s pioneers.  He runs the Metro Studio in New York City.

