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Movie Genre

20th Century Fox (91)

2L (5)

A&E (15)

ABC Family (1)

ABC Studios (1)

Accentus (7)

Action (283)

Adult Swim (2)

Adventure (62)

AIX (2)

Anchor Bay Entertainment (39)

Animation (157)

Anime (82)

Art House (44)

Arthaus Musik (12)

Artificial Eye (8)

Asian Cinema (55)

Astronomy (4)

Australian (1)

Automotive (4)

Avant-garde (8)

Ballet (15)

BBC (41)

Bel Air Classiques (1)

BFI (31)

Biopic (33)

Blu-ray 3D (20)

Blu-ray Audio (18)

Blues (1)

Bounty Films (2)

British (52)
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C Major (16)

Capitol Records (2)

Cartoon Network (4)

Chamber Music (1)

Chelsea Cinema (1)

Choral/Oratorio (1)

Classic Rock (3)

Classical Music (85)

Columbia Pictures (2)

Columbia Records (1)

Comedy (208)

Comedy Central (2)

Comic Books/Graphic Novels (19)

Concert/Music (75)

Crime (109)

Criterion (50)

Czech Language (1)

Dacapo (1)

Dance (16)

Dark Comedy (20)

Dark Sky Films (1)

Demoscene (1)

Dimension Films (2)

Direct-to-Video (8)

Discovery Channel (1)

DisneyNature (3)

Docudrama (31)

Documentary (84)

Drama (416)

DreamWorks (6)

Eagle Rock (32)

Educational (19)

Entertainment One (3)

Environmental (1)

Erotic (16)

Eureka Entertainment (18)

EuroArts (8)

Exploitation (8)

Fairy Tales (3)

Family (34)

Fan Service (2)

Fantasy (96)

Foreign (117)

Fox Searchlight (9)

French Language (22)

French New Wave (8)

Funimation (65)

Fusecon (1)

FX (1)

German Language (1)

Gospel/Christian Contemporary (1)
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Gothic (8)

Greek & Roman Mythology (2)

Grindhouse (1)

HBO (17)

hip-hop (3)

Historical (24)

Historical Fiction (17)

History (5)

History Films (1)

Holiday (8)

Holiday/Christmas (8)

Holidays (6)

Hollywood Pictures (2)

Hong Kong Cinema (2)

Horror/Slasher (83)

Idéale Audience (3)

IFC Films (10)

Image Entertainment (54)

IMAX (18)

inakustik (6)

Indie (25)

Italian (8)

ITV Studios Home Entertainment (1)

Japanese Language (39)

Jazz (6)

Kaleidoscope (1)

Kids & Family (33)

Kinowelt (1)

Korean (2)

Korean Language (3)

Lionsgate (87)

Magic (1)

Magnolia Home Entertainment (28)

Magnolia Pictures (7)

Manga Entertainment (3)

Martial Arts (42)

Marvel Entertainment (4)

Masters of Cinema (10)

Metrodome Distribution (3)

Metrodome Group (3)

MGM (35)

Midnight Legacy (1)

Mini-Series (7)

Miramax (38)

Monterey Video (2)

MPI (14)

Music (86)

Music Video/Concert (81)

Musical (58)

MVD Visual (12)

Mystery (26)
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Nature (18)

Naxos (10)

New Line (7)

Noir (20)

Norwegian Language (1)

Opera (40)

Optimum Home Entertainment (47)

Optimum Releasing (48)

Opus Arte (24)

Orchestral Music (15)

Palm Pictures (1)

Paramount Home Entertainment (30)

Paranormal (25)

Park Circus (1)

Parodies/Spoofs (2)

PBS (2)

Philosophy (1)

Photo-Essay (1)

physics (4)

Pixar (4)

Polish Language (1)

Political Drama (1)

Portuguese Language (3)

Prison (2)

Psychological Drama (7)

Pure Audio (2)

Reality (1)

Reality Television (2)

Religion (8)

Revolver Entertainment (2)

Romance (99)

Romantic Comedy (43)

Russian Language (1)

Russian/Soviet (1)

Samurai (11)

Sci-Fi (121)

Science (19)

Science Fiction (139)

Second Sight Films (1)

Section23 Films (7)

Sentai Filmworks (8)

Severin Films (2)

Sexploitation (3)

Showtime (3)

Silent Films (5)

Sony Music (1)

Sony Pictures Home Entertainment (13)

South African (1)

Spanish Language (6)

Sports (14)

Stage/Play (1)
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stand-up (6)

Starz (2)

Stop-Motion Animation (1)

Studio Canal (26)

Studio Ghibli (4)

StudioCanal UK (11)

Superheroes (6)

Supernatural (14)

Suspense (45)

Swinging London (2)

Swinging Sixties (3)

Talk (2)

Teen (14)

Teen Comedy (5)

Teen Drama (2)

Teen Romance (4)

Television (112)

TFC (1)

Thai Language (1)

The History Channel (18)

The Weinstein Company (13)

Theater (1)

Thriller (92)

Touchstone (11)

Unitel Classica (15)

Universal (7)

Universal Pictures UK (1)

Variety (1)

Vivendi (5)

Vivendi Universal (1)

Walden Media (1)

Walt Disney Pictures (10)

Walt Disney Studios (36)

Walt Disney Video (8)

War (36)

Warner Home Video (69)

Well Go USA (1)

Western (16)

Zombies (5)

« Colombiana: Unrated Blu-ray Review
Two-Lane Blacktop [Masters of Cinema] [UK] Blu-ray Review »

Portlandia: Season One Blu-ray Review

Posted December 15th, 2011 by Brendan Surpless
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Aspect Ratio: 1:78:1

Video Codec: AVC/MPEG-4

Resolution: 1080p/24 (23.976Hz)

Audio Codec: English Dolby Digital 2.0

Subtitles: None

Region: A (Region-Locked)

Rating: Unrated

Run Time: 135 Mins

Discs: 2 (1 x Blu-ray, 1 x DVD)

Studio: MVD Visual

Blu-ray Release Date: December 6th, 2011

List Price: $26.99

Portlandia Blu-ray/DVD

Carrie Brownstein,...

Best Price $15.80
or Buy New $19.49

Privacy Information

BestBuy.com:
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Purchase Portlandia: Season One on Blu-ray at CD Universe

Shop for more Blu-ray titles at Amazon.com

Overall

The Series

Video Quality

Audio Quality

Supplemental Materials

Click thumbnails for high-resolution 1920X1080p screen captures

(Screen captures are lightly compressed with lossy JPEG  thus are meant as a general representation of the

content and do not fully reveal the capabilities of the Blu-ray format)

-

The Series
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Portlandia, starring former SNL cast members Fred Armisen and Carrie Brownstein, is kind of a hard show

to really explain. Origin-wise, we look back to 2005 when series creators Armisen and Brownstein started to

collaborate on a bunch of Internet skits under the name Thunderant. The skits themselves were based around

the city of Portland, Oregon (hence the name of the series) tackling subjects like the Hawthorne District to a

random one-man performance in a theater. In 2009, the duo decided to see if the skits could be made into a

full time series. Boom, the birth of Portlandia soon occurred. This first season features 6 20+ minute episodes

that essentially follows a wide range of actors ranging from Steve Buscemi to Selma Blair (and Armisen and

Brownstein too) as they travel throughout the city living each day via varying skits.

The skits are somewhat funny, but also fairly stupid at points. Take in point the 4th episode where the Mayor

(played by the real-life Mayor of Portland) goes missing. Usually skits pertaining to missing folks can be

funny, but this episode is easily one of the dumber ones. While I did find myself laughing a few times (more

cracking a kind of “haha” laugh than a “laugh out loud” laugh), I found the overall humor to be dry, dull and

a bit boring at times. I had figured the numerous guest spots from a variety of actors would help add

something. Such wasn’t the case, as I found most of the actors seemed to be thrown in just to get “a famous

name in the credit” bit.

Portlandia isn’t the kind of series everyone will enjoy or even want to see. The humor is a mix of sometimes

quirky, sometimes borderline stupid, the style odd and the jokes weird. Call it a mix of my mood at the time or

me just not getting the humor, but I didn’t find anything of real interest here.

Video Quality
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The 1:78:1 framed, AVC/MPEG-4 encoded transfer is okay for a smaller budgeted show. The series color

palette is quite soft at times featuring a mostly subdued palette. Softer colors like sky grays and blues tend to

dominate this transfer. In comparing this to the included DVD version of the series, I did find that the Blu-ray

does offer up a slight difference with a stronger image, but still not quite the quality we might expect. Grain is

kept in check, while there’s no instance of video scrubbing or any other annoyance.

Audio Quality

The show’s Dolby Digital 2.0 is serviceable for the material at hand. Immediately from the initial opening

episode continuing to the final sixth episode, we can see the limitations the sound designers ran into. While

dialogue is well reproduced via the front channel, the rest of the track is fairly basic at best. Dynamics are
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mostly absent, obviously no LFE is present and there’s a lack of atmosphere. I guess one can lay the fault on

the budget of the show. Still, I guess I didn’t really expect much so that’s why I was mostly pleased with what

was presented. With a second season announced, I’m hoping a lossless offering is included.

Supplemental Materials

The included features are shown in HD and SD.:

Blooper Reel [HD] – Just shy of 5 minutes of somewhat funny bloopers are shown.

Extended Scenes [HD] – 2 brief scenes, totaling about 4 minutes of footage, are shown. The scenes

themselves weren’t really that funny in the first place, so these extended offerings did nothing for me.

Deleted Scenes [HD] – More Deleted Scenes are offered here, a total of 7 scenes totaling about 15

minutes of footage. The scenes themselves are worth watching if you did enjoy the series.

Season Two Preview [HD] – A brief, 1 minute, glance at the upcoming second season.

Fred Armisen Speaks to OES Graduates [HD] – A commencement speech totaling 12 minutes adds up

to the best feature found on the disc.

Thunderant Videos [SD] – 2 videos, one for “Closer” and one for “One Man Show”.

Fred, Carrie and Jonathan Krisel Commentary on all Six Episodes – I’ll be honest and admit that I

watched the commentary for the initial two episodes, but just couldn’t get into their monotone, low-key

commentaries to continue.

The Definitive Word

Overall:
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In the slightest sense, Portlandia is an odd show. MVD Visual has brought this first season to Blu-ray with

decent video and audio and a few features including one great commencement speech. Despite the Blu-ray

being serviceable at best, I just couldn’t get into the show enough to warrant recommending this.

Additional Screen Captures
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Portlandia Blu-ray/DVD

Carrie Brownstein,...

Best Price $15.80
or Buy New $19.49

Privacy Information

BestBuy.com:

Purchase Portlandia: Season One on Blu-ray at CD Universe

Shop for more Blu-ray titles at Amazon.com
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Overall

The Series

Video Quality

Audio Quality

Supplemental Materials

-

Join the Discussion on Our Forum

Tags: 1080p/24, AVC/MPEG-4, Blu-ray, Carrie Brownstein, Comedy, Dolby Digital, Fred Armisen, IFC, IFC

Films, MVD Visual, Portlandia: Season One, Screen Captures, Television

This entry was posted on Thursday, December 15th, 2011 at 12:21 pm and is filed under Blu-ray Reviews,

Comedy, IFC Films, MVD Visual, Television .
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My Blu-ray Collection

Tracking Items

Rise of the Planet of the
Apes

James Franco, Andy...

Best Price $14.75
or Buy New $24.99

Privacy Information

Harry Potter

Daniel Radcliffe, ...

Best Price $80.00
or Buy New $99.49

Privacy Information
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Midnight in Paris [Blu-ray]

Owen Wilson, Rache...

Best Price $17.46
or Buy New $19.99

Privacy Information

Top Sellers

The Lord of the Rings: The Motion Picture Trilogy (The Fellowship of the Ring / The Two Towers / The

Return of the King Extended Editions + Digital Copy) [Blu-ray]

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Part 2 (Three-Disc Blu-ray/DVD Combo + UltraViolet Digital

Copy)

Harry Potter: The Complete 8 Film Collection [Blu-ray]

Inception (Two-Disc Edition) [Blu-ray]

Rise of the Planet of the Apes (Two-Disc Edition Blu Ray + DVD/Digital Copy Combo) [Blu-ray]

Star Wars: The Complete Saga (Episodes I-VI) [Blu-ray]

The Dark Knight (+ BD Live) [Blu-ray]

Smallville: The Complete Tenth Season [Blu-ray]

The Lion King (Four-Disc Diamond Edition Blu-ray 3D / Blu-ray / DVD / Digital Copy)

The Hangover Part II (Blu-ray/DVD Combo + UltraViolet Digital Copy)

More Blu-ray Titles >>>

Pre-Orders

Drive (+ UltraViolet Digital Copy) [Blu-ray]

Game of Thrones: The Complete First Season [Blu-ray]

To Kill a Mockingbird 50th Anniversary Edition [Blu-ray + DVD + Digital Copy]

Real Steel (Three-Disc Combo: Blu-ray/DVD + Digital Copy)

Justice League: Doom [Blu-ray]

Lady and the Tramp (Three-Disc Diamond Edition Blu-ray/DVD + Digital Copy)

The Thing (2011) (Two-Disc Combo Pack: Blu-ray + DVD + Digital Copy + UltraViolet)

The English Patient [Blu-ray]

Star Trek: The Next Generation - Next Level [Blu-ray]

More Blu-ray Titles >>>
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