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Unlike most rock and roll DVDs these days, The Small Faces: Under Review is
E— more a documentary approach to the history of the group, and a critical analysis
of their singles and albums. From "What Cha Gonna Do About It?", with its riff
stolen discretely from Solomon Burke to the wickedly rollicking "The Universal”,
Archives this brief history of one of the finest of the mod scene's bands is informative and
highly entertaining. It seems from the very second that Steve Marriott and
Ronnie Lane formed The Small Faces with Kenny Jones and Jimmy Winston
Send Us Mail that there was an extraordinary spark that aimed the band toward stardom, not
Contact Us only in the East End of London, but across the rock'n'roll world. The band had its
m own unique style, pulled from various musical and social sources, and the
amazingly mature and growly voice of Steve Marriott.

The most amazing three years in the history of rock and roll music.
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The obvious parts of the early history of the band are spoken, such as the
dramatic influence of American R'n'B music, and Booker T And The MGs in
particular. In the view of those around them, and their biographers, for the first
four singles and the first record, they were just a London version of Booker T,
playing pop numbers - with the notable exception of their second single, the dark
and headily psychedelic "I've Got Mine", which drew nothing but disparagement
from their manager at the time, Don Arden. In reality, this track was a bit ahead
of its time, as the Yardbirds would go on to record music of this sort in just a
few months time. The breakout track "All Or Nothing" is well represented here,
with stories from many folks who witnessed the band move to the next level of
musical freedom and expression.
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The psychedelic year is freely explored with the amazing "Here Comes The Nice"
and the oft-misunderstood "ltchycoo Park". The critics view of the band's swing
from R'N'B pop group to hippy psychedelic group is enlightening, and in
retrospect sheds a bit of light on the other bands that were happening at the
time. The glory of "Tin Soldier" is brought out and lit up in a way that most
listeners wouldn't really get to on their own. Let's not forget the maniacal
absurdity of "Lazy Sunday" or the obscure thoughts behind the band's final single,
"The Universal".
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As well as revealing some insightful stories about the band, the DVD shows some
amazing archival footage of the band performing, including an amazing version of
"What Cha Gonna Do About It?" from Studio Hamburg when the band was only a
year into their career. Another of the highlights of the DVD is listening to Keith
Altham, NME journalist and editor from 1963 to 1971, talk about the various
characters on the mod scene, from the managers to the artists. Also included on
the DVD is "The Hardest Small Faces Quiz In The World Ever", as well as an
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exhaustive discography featuring singles, albums, DVDs, guest appearances, and
Steve Marriott's solo recordings.

-Embo Blake

Check out more reviews

+*Talk Back

e-mail the chief

» Like this article?
e-mail it to a friend!

Page 2 of 3

Fle

Cinemnr

Ba

Rev

Tt

ml!
~

Inter

Inte
Buj¢

The classic reborn  Akira Kurosawa’s h SATURDAYS

o St e

tv, uncut.

HYBRIDMAGATINE.COM
IS POWERED BY: ITSAMAC.COM

hybridmagazine.com is updated daily except when it isn't.
New film reviews are posted every week like faulty clockwork.
Wanna write for hybrid? Send us an e-mail.

© 1996-2004 [noun] digital media. All rights reserved worldwide. All content on

http://www.hybridmagazine.com/reviews/0506/smallfaces.shtml

5/26/2006



HYBRIDMAGAZINE.COM | REVIEWS | The Small Faces - Under Review: An Indepen... Page 3 of 3

hybridmagazine.com and levelheadedmusic.com is the intellectual property of Hybrid
Magazine and its respective creators. No part of hybridmagazine.com or levelheadedmusic.com
may be reproduced in any format without expressed written permission. For complete masthead
and physical mailing address, Click Here.

http://www.hybridmagazine.com/reviews/0506/smallfaces.shtml 5/26/2006



