
1340mag Books http://www.1340magbooks.com/dylan.html

1 of 1 6/9/2008 1:58 PM

 

   J u n e  9 ,  2 0 0 8

 

HOME

FICTION

NON-FICTION

DVD REVIEW S

CHILDREN'S/YOUNG

ADULT

NEW S

CONTACT

 

Bob Dylan 1978-1989:  Both Ends

of the Rainbow
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This  tw o hour  documentary  is  independent  cr i t ique/d iscuss ion of  Bob Dylan’s

“Chr is t ian phase .”  The interv iew ees inc lude Chuck P lotk in,  producer  of  Shot

of  Love (second a lbum in  his  Chr is t ian t r i logy)  and  his  f i rs t  engineer  Toby

Scot t , Ch ie f engineer  Josh Abbey f rom the Inf ide ls  and Empire  Bur lesque

albums, Malcolm Burn, enginee r  of  the Danie l  Lanois  produced Oh Mercy,

col laborator /band leader  Mark How ard f rom Empire  Bu r lesque, rhythm sect ion

gurus Sly  and Robbie f rom the Inf ide ls  a lbum, and a  handful  of  other  notables

c lose to the ar t is t  and his  a lbums dur ing this  per i od o f his  ca reer .

This  has long been my favor i te  Bob Dylan era to exa mine  and l is ten to.  Dy lan

w as t rans i t ioning his  sp ir i tua l  l i fe  dur ing this  t i me , not  jus t h is  pol i t ica l v iew s

or  musica l  s ty les,  as he had done in the past .  The w ho le  fee l  of  th is  ear

sonica l ly  is  that  of  someone w ho had found himself  but  w as  t ry ing to f igure

out  how  he now  fi t  into his  chosen career  path. Thi s  is  something a lot  of

people go through/are go ing through but  i t ’s  ra re t o have such a h igh prof i le

person make this  t rans i t ion  so openly .

Of course, th is  begins w ith Dy lan ’s  c lass ic  Slow  Tr a in Coming a lbum and

s low  spira ls  dow nw ard as far  as  c r i t ics  and fan rea ct ion go . The spira l  comes

to  an end w ith the highly  successful  Oh Mercy a lbum , w h ich many cons ider  a

return to form for  Dy lan. I  contend it  is  the music a l  culminat ion  o f an  ent i re

decade and is  not  tha t far  f rom w here he s tar ted w i th Slow  Tra in Coming, i t ’s

jus t  as pushy, i t ’s  jus t  more subt le .  Regard less of  w hat  I  th ink,  i t ’s

fasc inat ing to see those “ in the know ” debate the i ns  and outs  of  th is  era. I

w as actua l ly  surpr ised to hear  the semi-negat ive fe e l ings  tow ards Inf ide ls

and Empire  Bur lesque in par t icular  as  they are tw o of  my favor i te  Dy lan

albums. Since I  don’ t  remember  much about  the ir  re l ease, I  d idn’ t r ea l ize

there w as qui te  so much animosity  tow ards them, arg uably  spi l l ing over  f rom

the in  your  face Chr is t iani ty  of  Slow  Tra in…, Saved , and Shot  of  Love.

As  w e a l l  know , these documentar ies  can be very  hi t  and miss. This  one hi ts

hard, f i r ing on a l l  cy l inde rs  throughout .  The debat e here  is  w el l thought  out

and edi ted together  in  a  w ay that  makes i t f low  in a  ve ry  interest ing w ay,

resul t ing in a  very  na tura l  fee l . Of  course, i t ’s  a ll  conjecture l ike  any

documentary  o f th is  s ty le  but  that  makes the debate  no less fasc inat ing. I

h ighly  recommend th is  for  any open minded Dylan fan s out  there.

Review ed by Mark Fisher

 

 

 

Kindle
Amazon

Best Price $359.00 
or Buy New $359.00

Privacy Information


