



Sun Ra & His Arkestra - The Magic Sun: A Film by Phill Niblock (DVD, Music Video Distributors)
The Magic Sun is a far cry from your average music DVD. Filmed entirely in black and white by Phill Niblock, the film is completely experimental. Filming close ups of the band at various angles and layering and blurring them together, Niblock manages to create visual images that are as challenging and bizarre as the music itself. Sun Ra and his buddies made some of the most bizarre modern jazz music to be found in the 1960s. The combination of the foreign music with the altered images makes for a mighty strange viewing experience. When they were originally released, these films were probably only appreciated by folks who were experimenting with L.S.D. Now that some people's tastes have evolved, however, Niblock's films may very well find a larger audience that can appreciate them without the use of hallucinogenics. The interview segment is interesting. Sun Ra mentions that he and his band take their audience on a journey through space "...whether they want to go or not." This DVD features some of the wildest music visuals created in the 1960s. Bizarre and unusual stuff... (Rating: 5+)
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