
Kevin O'Hare's 'Playback'

1/11/2004

DVD spotlight 

Various Artists, "The 1962 Newport Jazz Festival," (Quantum Leap/Music Video Distributors). 2 1/2 stars 

The video quality is pretty dismal, at least a few generations down, and the audio quality isn't any better. That's not a very enticing start, but there are still some moments worth savoring on this hour-long snapshot of the 1962 Newport Jazz Festival. 

Marred as it may be, the black and white film captures some of the most prominent musicians of their time playing up a storm, including the Oscar Peterson Trio, The Duke Ellington Orchestra and Roland Kirk, who switches between saxophones and flute in a fiery performance. 

The Clara Ward Gospel Singers shine on "When the Saints Go Marching In," but the DVD's best moment arrives when Joe Williams and Jimmy Rushing team with Count Basie and His Orchestra for "Goin' To Chicago." 

DVD extras include biographies and discographies. 

http://www.masslive.com/ohare/republican/index.ssf?/base/entertainment-0/1073638154238300.xml
*This column shipped to 42 papers (7 million circulation) through the Newhouse News Service as well this week.  

