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— A N subject briefly slips into
the past tense when talking about
- Irish singer-songwriter Shane
- MacGowan.

__ "Hehadabrﬂhmtbrmn still
#'has — a few million brain cells lat-
_er,”hesaid.

e Andthafshisfaiherspealung
_¥3e Yﬁtit*saperfecmnwenm
enca;mu]ahunnfthemajﬁty and
__sad mystery, of MacGowan. He’s
prt}ﬁ]edmﬂleﬁ]m“IfIShuuld

_\'Fall From Grace: The Shane
‘MacGowan Story,” whichpre-

(7mieres on the Sundance Channel,
___onsSt, Pamck’s Da,y Mﬂnday 31;9

gesPam.

e Macﬂﬂwan’shand,thePngues,

A combined punk energy and tradi-

... tional Irish instrumentation and
_were a brief sensation in the
1980s, parhcularlymtheuh&se of

E‘Lt:'ﬂ'n:‘.h:]rl'l Hewas—andls —a

hawe been made if it weren’t for

sﬂmeﬂungMaﬁ}pm did while

drunk that he later regretted.
He and his newband had

- agreed to perform at a television

station one day in western Ire-
land. They piled macartnmake
the trip but stopped at a pub mid-
way. That’s where the trip ended.
The no-show became a big story in
the Galway area, where filmmaker
Sarah Share Hved, and Mac(Gowan
was embarrassed.

- She had contacts at theTV sta-
tion and was an old friend of
was called upon tobroker some
sort of makeup plan. The station
wanted her to make a documen-
tary on MacGowan, and it grew

_into this film.

Even though éhe lived in Lon-
Share wasn't a big fan. But once

she startedtalhngabmﬁhlmand
going back over his music, she

said, “1 startedtnappremamethe

__ drunken shambles who muldm_ - __power of the musicand the power

E’t’f startle you with lym:s of m-etll:
—- beauty.
ﬁl'f - The 1988 sung"‘Fa.lrytale;;f
4_H£wYﬂrk” alone earnshima
' splace in music history. Simply the
_ - best Christmas song written in the
—pastﬁjrem's theduetwith -
—MaeGowan and the late Kirsty
—&Mac{.‘.oﬂpurtraymgdm*ﬂn
- . their-luck lovers opens WIﬂlﬂlE
-~ memorable line, “It was Christ-
.__masEve babe, in the drunk tank.”
- Noonecan make thatline
‘.. sound more mnﬂncmgthan
_ MacGowan.
i LongsmceﬁredbythePngues
_but outlasting them, MacGowan
_isawalking stereotype ofthe
_ drunken Irish romantic. Go to one
* of his concerts now and you'll of-
sw ten see him cheered more for his
‘antics, eveurshmble and slur,
rthanhlsmngs
__“Theworse Shane became, the
mnre the audience adored him,” -
Austrahan singer Nick Cave, a big
~fan ufMaﬂGﬂm’swnung,says
“inthe film. He fnund ltmckenmg
stowatch.
= 'Ihisha:dlyqual]ﬂesasa
~shoek, but the film never would

ofthelynmShang’ssnngwnﬂng
is outstanding.” '
msMgmnuglymsumemmE
else,
Sha:egewumdtupenﬁam
mgathimﬂumwhenmpuhlx;

-Itwa,siﬁﬂhmfamﬂhanhism

teeﬂlandbmgﬂmdappeam
He’s so often unintelligible that

-Sundance is oﬂ'enngﬁm's&e

option to watch “IfI Should Fall

FrumGrace"wrthsuhnﬂes
- Share’s film ulh;matelynever

answrsthe question of why
MacGowan is hﬂv(ﬁms It's not

fnrftackuftrymg. Heta]kaafn

~ ily medicated that sometimes he’d

wake up in the morning and kick
hertnseefshemsfsﬁliaﬁm.
Hemﬁeredahreakduwnat

age 15. HEESlnEEbE!COHIESDﬂEEp-‘.

ly suspicious of iatry that his
penod.tcattemptstﬂ gnmtuclm

icstodry out wuuldmmtah]y Eﬂd

when snmehadymedtﬂgetmtﬂ
his head, Share said.
4 “I:ﬁndh:maadmbearuuﬁ. _
but these are my values,” she said.
“He dﬂﬁn‘tseehmlselfasam

figureatall.

.....

“He thinks he’s achleveei.a iut,

- :he’swnttﬂnsnmegrﬁatsnn@and_

that’sal]heeverwantaitndﬂ
He’s45nﬂw Ifhedxesbefnrehe’a

50, hednesn*trea]lyregardthatm

abig deal. He enjoys life, The fact
that he’s dependent on drink — he
just thinks that’s rock 'n’ roll and

it’s the price} you pay for being in

that business.”

Share’s film (named aftﬂ aPo-
gues’s song, “If I Shnu]dMFrom
Grace With God”) doesn’t roman-
ticize his life. She Buspeﬁtﬁ‘most
panple wi]] he saddenedbyﬂle

_ mrelm‘n ha:auseyﬁﬂﬁngetme

feeling being around him that he
could drop dead at any minute,
and he’s never been captured on

film before,” she said.



