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DEAD BOYS

Live at CBGB’s 1977 (MVD)

The fact that this dvd exists is amazing! This is a beautiful and rarely seen cultural artifact of the first wave of US punk rock from it’s epicenter: CBGB’s in NYC. Before trendy tweens like Hillary Duff were trying to be fashionably ironic by wearing CBGB’s t–shirts in music videos, CBGB’s was synonymous with punk rock and it’s origins. It was the club that gave bands like the Ramones, Devo and the Dictators a shot at playing for an audience. This live dvd captures another popular CBGB’s punk band — the young, loud and snotty ones themselves, the Dead Boys. While the actual performance (reportedly shot in ’77 for an abandoned 60 Minutes piece on the emerging NYC punk scene) lasts only 30 minutes, it is a fucking blast that should not be missed! See why Stiv Bators gave Iggy Pop a run for his money in terms of stage presence (watch him blow his nose all over the place during “All This and More” or chew a piece of gum still attached to the ground during “Ain’t Nothing To Do”). And see guitarist Cheetah Chrome obliterated beyond all belief. And if the concert ain’t enough for you there’s a great selection of extras, including: a retro interview from ’77 (the band comes across really well — no empty slogans here), current interviews with guitarist Cheetah Chrome, CBGB’s owner and Dead Boys manager Hilly Kristal, promos and a Johnny Blitz camera (see what the drummer saw during the performance of “All This and More”). Highly recommended! [ES]

