
THE STRANGLERS

Target Video presents a lo-fi, heavy duty, no frills, black and white account of The Stranglers taking no prisoners on a 1978 date in San Francisco. The DVD-‘The Stranglers Live ’78, SF’ captures the energy of one of the most creative new wave acts on tour, coming off the back of their ‘Rattus Norvegicus’ and ‘No More Heroes’ albums.
The material present borrows from those two groundbreaking records, which placed The Stranglers aside from their punk rock contemporaries. The classic line up of Burnel, Cornwell, Greenfield and Black show their versatility as the three former personnel take on vocal duties, while demonstrating their diligent and diverse playing styles-which was to lead to a plethora of productivity between 1976 and 1990.
At this stage The Stranglers were in the ascendancy with the aggression of their live persona coming through in abundance via this gig. The dynamic duo of Burnel charged up to the limit and Cornwell operating on maximum voltage provide the visual vehemence of a band who does not take too kindly to their audience or the locality! The verbal volleys from the stage to the crowd are not littered with endearment, and this  furore adds to the appeal of this document. ‘Nice ‘n’ Sleazy’, it’s The Stranglers ‘Burning up Time’!

The extras afford an interesting insight in to the good work of US enterprise ‘Target Video’, who since 1977 (via the foresight of Joe Rees) has continued to fly the flag for alternative music. The UK may not be aware of a many releases from cult acts, which are available via Target-who can offer rare footage of: PiL, Iggy Pop, Theatre of Hate, Bauhaus, The Dead Kennedys, Devo, The Cramps, UK Decay, X and numerous others!

Go to musicvideodistributors.com

