



The Stranglers - Live 1978 in San Francisco 

(DVD, Music Video Distributors, Punk/new wave)


The Stranglers were one of the very best of the initial wave of punk/new wave bands in Great Britain. After releasing three explosive and powerful albums, the band quickly sold out and watered their music down to suit the masses. But in their early years, few bands could compete with The Stranglers. The band's quirky, angry, loud punk was addictive and incredible. For those who saw the band play early on, Live 1978 in San Francisco will be a familiar reminder of how great these guys were in concert. If you weren't there, well...this DVD probably won't make a lot of sense to you. This disc features the band playing at the height of their career in San Francisco for about 30 minutes. The good news is that the folks at Target Video were on hand to record this concert. The bad news is that the quality of this DVD is questionable at best. The video is grainy and hampered on several occasions by layers of colors that are very distracting. The sound is tinny and distorted...so much so that you can barely hear the drums. The last track ("Get A Grip On Yourself," which is listed on the back cover) doesn't even feature any video at all...only an audio track is heard while the credits roll. Even more troubling about this DVD is the amount of space devoted to advertising. Instead of using the extra space on the disc to provide another concert from another band, the space is used to advertise dozens of other DVDs available from Target Video. Unfortunate, because--even though The Stranglers footage is interesting--it does not warrant buying this disc. One good thing...when no one else was around to document a lot of the early punk and new wave bands, the folks at Target Video were. (Rating: 3+)
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