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THE SCREAMERS - Live in San Francisco, Sept. 2nd 1978 (MVD www.musicvideodistributors.com) The Screamers are one of those bands that everyone's heard of but no one's actually heard. As part of the first wave of the LA punk scene they influenced a million bands but never recorded much themselves. That's a damn shame. This dvd contains footage from a San Francisco concert but even with primitive video equipment the sound is impeccable. The Screamers sounded like Devo mixed with PIL mixed with the Dead Kennedys...before any of those bands even existed! To say they were ahead of their time is a gross understatement. Their late lead singer Tomata DuPlenty was like a cross between Johnny Rotten, Thomas Dolby and Jello Biafra and one wildly entertaining fella! One can't help but wonder what the punk scene would sound like now if these guys had exerted a bigger influence. But with the release of this dvd maybe it's still not too late for them to exert some after all. - Oliver Lyons

