
MC5

The arrival of the MC5 in the mid 60’s left an indelible mark on the future of rock ‘n’ roll. The mix of their revolutionary politics & maelstrom music helped form a template for punk potency, that was to follow several years later.
The mayhem of the Motor City 5 was built upon the hedonism of a decadent decade while challenging the ruling regime via their White Panther allegiances. Their ‘avant rock’ was set against a background of social upheaval in the USA-highlighted by the opposition to the brutal war in Vietnam, racial tension, narcotic regulations, & uprisings e.g. The ‘67 Detroit Rebellion (that led to fatalities, destruction,  & arrests on a large scale).

Meanwhile, the MC5 created a rock ‘n’ rollercoaster-&, their 1968 debut LP, Kick out the Jams remains as an the ultimate incendiary offering! To sample the manic magnitude of the band (covered by The Damned & Primal Scream et

al) try the CD-The Big Bang! Best of The MC5 (Rhino Records) & the DVD-Creem

presents: MC5 Kick out the Jams (MVD Music Video Distributors).
The CD peaks with the robust of Ramblin’ Rose, Kick out the Jams, Come Together, Rocket Reducer No.62 (Rama Lama Fa Fa Fa) all culled from their 1st album. As regards the DVD, Leni Sinclair & Cary Loren have done a fine job to gel archive footage of MC5 at maximum momentum, & juxtapose this force against a kaleidoscope of an era torn between hippie love-peace, & totalitarian hate-war!
Norman Mailer calls MC5 the ‘electro-mechanical climax of the age’-as the band cry ‘Are you the problem or the solution?’ to their fans. 2005 interest in MC5 is immense with their logo shirts rivalling The Ramones couture as a fashion must, & their music is still being courted by celebrity fans such as Lemmy, Dave Vanian & Ian Astbury.
The core of MC5 has now sadly died, but their legacy is alive & well-via a mass of premier product! Feast upon the MC5 electric experience! 
Go to: 

www.rhino.com (CD) & www.musicvideodistributors.com (DVD)-&, ride the Thunder Express from Shakin’ Street, Over &Over again!!!

