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THE PﬁH’E ”yﬁfﬁ TREAD

this (D's other se
sings, "You play hard to want” during
“Delicate Hands,” then - with an opinion
every honest man can relate t
“Bnde and bridle are too close in a man’s
mind” on the song “Bride and Bridle.” Due
to its short length, though, Wtimatun
ultimately leaves one wanting more.

-Dan Maclntosh

XLOOKING FORWARDx

Te Pati We Trean [Facenown]
[Fans of Gorilla Biscuits, Good Riddance
and Minor Threat take note.]

$4.8¢.46¢. 8¢.

For the uninitiated, xLooking Forwardx is
a straight-edge Christian hardcore band

from Maryland. Sure, I suppose people

eyecandy

WWW.CHORDMAGAZINE.COM

tections as well, Rodenck

— he admits.

RECORI

naving qualms with hardcore/punk bands
that blatantly sing about their faith

and beliefs, feeling the term “Christian
hardcore” oxymoranic, might write these
guys off right away. But those of a more
open-minded nature will appreciate xLFx's
undeniable talent, dedication and heart
that all ooze throughout the tight hardcore
found on the group’s third LP (and first

for Facedown), The Path We Tread. This
stuff’s just plain good, recalling (musically)
5 as bood Riddance

and Gorilla Biscuits. These sa
“splacement

such heavyweight
ngs, namely
“Heroes of Your Revolution,”
Theory,” and the veritable tour de force of
the album, the mighty one-two punch of

the instrumental “Gimme Two Steps” and

“War Tells AlL" (the two songs closing out

the album), are truly powerful: relentless,
fast and pounding, but still infused with
great, memorable melodies. Lyrically, as
aforementioned, the guys’ faith isn't in
guestion, yet it's not overbearing, either,
as they tackle real issues, sometimes
looking inward and often conveying
meaningful messages about the importance
of living a purposeful life and the value of
friends and family — things to which we
can all relate.
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MADE IN MEXICO

Zootac Zoo [Skin Grarr]

[Fans of Arab on Radio, Plot to
Blow Up the Eiffel Tower and
Sonic Youth take note.]

$6.84. 44

Made in Mexico is the sonic eguivalent
to a flaibing orgy in the palace, only to
of I'_'ll'll".I.”lF ﬂ_hr s, Lodiac

Euu: hearkens back to a first listen of

end 1n 2 mass

onic Youth's Confusion Is Sex, only with
hr.-'er.'.f.n:-'er production. But what more can you
expect from a group who has roamed the
streets in bands like Arab on Radar, La
Machine, and Bossman? The guitars speak
to us like a schizophrenic clown with

Tourette's syndrome as each drum beat

stings our earlobes, And Rebecca Mitchell's

occasional vocal line gives us no guideline
or reassurance as to where the song is
going, leaving us as lost as when we first
entered these catacombs of noise. Fueling
oneself by New York art punk at 3 a.m. will

anly produce wicked results, and songs like

“Clockwork™ and “Black Rabbit” are Made in

Mexico's derogatory reactions. Zodiac Zoo
is like being flicked in the eye: It hurts like
hell, but you let it happen to you again.
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MINUS STORY

No Rest For Guosts [Jaciacuwar]
[Fans of the Flaming Lips,
Microphones and all things
eerily gorgeous take note.]

$¢.6d. 84 8¢,

In an effort to relieve some pent-up quilt,
[ shall come clean: I very nearly gave this
disc a mere cursory listen and chalked it
up to generic indie rock. Oh, the shame!

I now indeed know the error of my ways,
and the reward for realizing that error is
an enormous one. In an era in which the
album has fallen by the wayside with the
advent of music downloading, even the
most liberal of music journalists sometimes
catch them
only for that immediately accessible

selves looking and listening

nugget of ear candy. But in doing so, great

ot
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