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by Tina Whelski

Usually you’ll find sideman extraordinaire Rusty
Anderson lending his guitar strings to the albums and
tours of Paul McCartney, as he has for the past four
and a half years, or to Stanley Clarke and Stewart
Copeland in Animal Logic, Elton John, Santana, Ste-
vie Nicks, Jewel, The Wallflowers, Gwen Stefani, and
many more. Now finally Anderson steps stage-front
on his first solo record, Undressing Underwater (Surf-
dog).

“Every musician has something to try to get out
and you want people to hear it,” says Anderson. “You
want to connect with the outside world and I was just
ready.”

From creating memorable riffs for others, like the
guitar hook that drove Ricky Martin’s “Livin’ La Vida
Loca” straight to the top of the international charts,
Anderson moved to assembling his own hired guns
on the just-released CD. Sir Paul makes a cameo on
the track “Hurt Myself,” while Police drummer Stew-
art Copeland performs on “Catbox Beach.” Ander-
son’s neighbor/producer Mudrock (Godsmack, Alice
Cooper, Avenged Sevenfold) joined in on production
and longtime friend, Parthenon Huxley, agreed to co-
produce. The result is the ultimate guitar album for
non-guitarists.

“In a way I almost put the guitar on the back burn-
er and focused more on lyrics and melodies and mak-
ing sure songs were songy as opposed to guitar jams
or something,” says Anderson. “I’ve been in so many

head spaces as a musician…I just like music and I
don’t like to be constricted to some sort of stereotype
as far as being a guitar player and doing a guitar
record, although I love the guitar as an instrument
and I think it’s the greatest instrument ever. It’s very
expressive and it has a lot of personality and a lot
of anger and tenderness.”

Anderson began writing the record in between legs
of the Paul McCartney tours and plans to continue
performing with the former Beatle and others, but the
process of creating something has become a new
lift-off point in his career.

“I’m really stoked to be playing music for a living
and I feel very blessed to be playing with Paul McCart-
ney and to have played with the great artists that I
have,” says Anderson. “It’s very therapeutic to make
music and I think at the core of any artist, that’s kind
of what keeps driving you. It returns you to yourself
and gives you a feeling of wholeness. I think making
a record almost gives you an excuse to commit to
your own therapy—your own self-realization or some-
thing.That’s what I’ve experienced. I think it’s Picas-
so who said, ‘Art is never finished, only abandoned.’”

Find out more about Rusty Anderson at
www.rustyanderson.com. Anderson performs with
Paul McCartney on Oct. 4-5 at Madison Square
Garden.

ny notes

Six Feet Under are releasing
their 10-year anniversary box set
on Oct. 18 through Metal Blade
Records. A Decade In The Grave
will include four CDs and a DVD
along with a 32-page booklet, trad-
ing cards, a sticker and a poster.

Lamb Of God’s recent DVD Kil-
ladelphia has just achieved gold
status, which indicates sales of
over 50,00 pieces. Vocalist Randy
Blythe said, “I woulda never thought
10 years ago that our antics would
be seen by so many people. I hope
the DVD is made out of real gold
so I can hock it and buy a new lawn
mower.”

Fans of Samhain can look for-
ward to a new DVD titled Samhain:
Live 1984—Stardust Ballroom.
Samhain was a transition for Glenn
Danzig between the Misfits and
his current band Danzig. This DVD
captures the intense beginning of
Samhain, “live” on the heels of
their debut album, Initium, at the

now infamous Stardust Ballroom
to a sell out crowd.

Slipknot will be on “Rockline”
airing on Monday, Oct.11. WAXQ
104.3 in New York (aka Q104) airs
the show. Slipknot will soon
release an as-yet-untitled, deluxe
double-disc package of live mate-
rial from previous touring stints.
The band will be performing at
Nokia Theater Times Square in
NYC on Oct. 30, 31 and Nov. 1
with As I Lay Dying and Unearth.

Denis “Piggy” D’Amour, Voivod
guitarist, passed away late last
month. The band had plans to
enter the studio this month, and
at press time, is still doing so. They
hope to release a new album in
early 2006. Voivod feature Jason
Newstead (ex-Metallica).

Fear Factory are touring with
Soilwork, Strapping Young Lad
and Darkane, making a stop at
Irving Plaza in NYC on Nov.8 and
Starland Ballroom in Sayreville,

NJ on Nov. 11.
UPCOMING SHOWS: God

Forbid will be signing autographs
at Vintage Vinyl Records in Fords,
NJ this evening. Also tonight,
Clutch will be performing at Irv-
ing Plaza in NYC. Life Of Agony
and Bloodsimple (former V.O.D.)
will be appearing at Starland Ball-
room this Friday. Stryper will be
signing autographs at Vintage Vinyl
at 1p.m. on Saturday.

Jen Kajzer is an on-air DJ on
Sirius Satellite Radio’s Heavy
Metal Channel “Hard Attack//27”
and can be heard every Sunday,
7 p.m.-1 a.m.

If there are bands or types of metal
you’d like to read more about, or
if you just have questions, com-
ments or feedback, e-mail Jen
Kajzer at NJLoudNotes@aol.com

loud notes by Jennifer Kajzer
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