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Bad Brains: Live at CBGB 1982 (2006) 
Rating: 4 Stars (out of 4) 

    

The Big Takeover 

By Jeffrey M. Anderson 

Buy Bad Brains: Live at CBGB 1982 on DVD 

If the makers of the upcoming theatrical documentary American Hardcore had really done 
their homework, they would have covered only one band, the band that all the other bands 
went to see: Bad Brains. Given that, this new DVD from Music Video Distributors is the 
real deal. In the true spirit of punk, the all-black band Bad Brains staged a three-night 
showcase at CBGB on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and December 26, just when all 
good Reaganites should have been nestled snug in their beds (ask any punk rocker from 
that place and time, and they claim to have been at these shows). While other hardcore 
bands thrived on mess, Bad Brains were frighteningly precise in their furious 
musicianship, bashing out catchy tunes faster than the Ramones. (Songs like "The Big 
Takeover," "Attitude" and others, played at half-speed, might have been radio hits.) Even more astonishing 
however, was the fact that every few songs the band would settle into a relaxing reggae groove with songs 
like "I and I Rasta" and "Rally Round Jah Throne." In 1982, Bad Brains released a legendary first album, 
recorded quickly on cassette, followed by two other excellent, professional studio albums Rock for Light 
(1983) and I Against I (1986) before slipping into a long and steady decline. But for a short burst they were 

Roger Ebert
Read Ebert & Roeper's Reviews of the Latest Hollywood 

Movies! 

Reggae Radio- Listen Free 
Discover New Reggae You'll Love Free Unlimited 

Listening! 

Ads by Goooooogle Advertise on this site

Page 1 of 4Combustible Celluloid film review - Bad Brains: Live at CBGB 1982 (2006), Richard Oretsky, Gary Miller, Paul D. Hudson, dvd revi...

10/12/2006http://www.combustiblecelluloid.com/digitalwatch/badbrains.shtml



• More 
  

 
• Bad Brains: Live at 
CBGB 1982 
• The Big Animal 
• Gloomy Sunday 
• Lady Vengeance 
• Lower City 
• The Ossuary and Other 
Tales 
• Point Break 
• Three Stooges: Stooges 
on the Run 
• The War Game/Culloden 
• More 
  

• Joe Eszterhas 
• Jet Li 
• Zach Braff 
• Kirby Dick 
• James Ellroy 
• Dwayne 'The Rock' 
Johnson 
• Adrien Brody 
• Steve Irwin (1962-2006) 
• Elisha Cuthbert/Jamie 
Babbit 
• Matt Dillon 
• David R. Ellis 
• Maria Bello 
• Brian O'Halloran and Jeff 
Anderson 
• Mickey Spillane (1918-
2006) 
• Al Gore 
• Jay & Mark Duplass 
• Terry Zwigoff 
• Paul Greengrass 
• Laurence Fishburne 
• JoJo 
• Paul Weitz 

 

 

among the most essential bands on the planet. Don't miss this, their peak moment. 

DVD Details: MVD's superb DVD showcases an hour's worth of concert footage with impossibly good 
camerawork, lighting and sound for the chaotic experience these shows must have been. The disc comes 
with a bonus, audio-only track, the reggae classic "I and I Survive," and video interviews from the show 
itself. This is one of the best rock videos I've ever seen. 

Starring: Dr. Know (a.k.a. Gary Miller), H.R. (a.k.a. Paul D. Hudson), Darryl Aaron Jenifer, Earl Hudson
Written by: n/a 
Directed by: Richard Oretsky 
MPAA Rating: Unrated 
Running Time: 60 minutes 
Date: October 3, 2006 
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