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June 17, 2005
Public Enemy -- It Takes A Nation -- The First London Invasion Tour 1987 

(Slam Jamz)


Public Enemy (P.E.) first began mixing social and political consciousness into their equally hard-core rhythms and rhymes nearly two decades ago. It Takes A Nation -- The First London Invasion Tour 1987 (2005) reveals that P.E. and their at times outrageous stage presentations represent more than your average rap concert. Not only were their lyrics and attitudes undeniably militant, one especially unnerving omnipresence were the fatigue-wearing and urban assault weapon toting S1W (Security of the First World) who just stood and essentially intimidated attendees without saying a word.

The roughly hour-long presentation features the sextet of Chuck D., Flavor Flav, Terminator X, Professor Griff, Brother Mike Williams and Brother James Norman during their maiden voyage to the UK in November of 1987. Their European excursion presented Public Enemy alongside their Def Jam label mates L.L. Cool J and Eric B and Rakim. The performance consists primarily of sides from their debut long player Yo! Bum Rush The Show (1987) and the genre-defining follow-up It Takes A Nation Of Millions To Hold Us Back (1988). Seminal selections such as the opener "Countdown To Armageddon," along with "Too Much Posse," "Rebel Without A Pause," "You're Gonna Get Yours," and a show-stopping "Bring The Noise," recall a freshness and intensity that, if anything, has become more potent with age. 

While the contents were previously available on VHS tape -- most likely the source of this DVD -- the commentary track from Chuck D. is a newly supplied addition. He gives some of the band's personal background and puts the set into the larger context of how Public Enemy were interpreted by their fans and in the press. There is bonus footage from a 2003 Australian show and a library of still images. Plus, initial pressings are also treated to an extra CD with audio taken from the DVD, as well as rare remixes of "MKLVFKWR," "Public Enemy Number One," two alternates of "Do You Wanna Go Our Way," "Rebirthinstrumental," and Bring That Beat Back," -- the latter dubbed a 2005 "sneak peak".
- Lindsay Planer
