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Public Enemy: It Takes a Nation
The First London Invasion Tour 1987

By Meredith Frengs


Public Enemy is the torchbearer of intelligent hip-hop. Their message, aimed at “the preservation of the young black mind,” is a continual theme in their blazing and rhythmic lyrics. This DVD follows the group’s journey to London, where they perform for a massive audience of hungry fans. Concert footage is frequently spliced with backstage interviews with various members of the group, most notably Chuck D and the ever-flamboyant Flavor Flav. 


In watching the film, much of the act’s powerful message seems to be lost over the loud beats and Flav’s continual attempts to hype the crowd. The performance is dry, lacking the intelligence that is often featured offstage in the interview segments. Frequent shifts in camera angle and dull lighting make the concert less memorable, although it is apparent that Public Enemy can hold their own onstage, even when it’s their first time on foreign soil. 

Despite the lackluster video quality, Public Enemy is still miles ahead of most mainstream hip-hop acts. Their quirky stage performances, passion for equality, and quest for the spread of knowledge is commendable when comparing them to today’s “bitches and 40s” mentality. The DVD includes bonus concert footage, audio commentary from Chuck D, the ringleader of the group, and an audio CD featuring rare remixes of some of their most popular tracks. Although enthusiastic Public Enemy fans may be disappointed by this DVD, it is definitely recommended for those wishing to break out of today’s mainstream scene and discover one of the most influential hip-hop acts of all time. 

