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This is footage of hip-hop’s most important group just as they were hitting their stride. Recorded on a European tour with Eric B. & Rakim and LL Cool J, this was Public Enemy’s first time bringing their message outside the U.S. 

Fans will recognize the cheers and between song hype as the very same that became intros on the still gestating masterpiece It Takes A Nation Of Millions To Hold Us Back. Two songs from that historic album, “Bring the Noise,” and “Rebel Without A Pause,” are performed here for the first time in front of a crowd. Chuck D had just begun to float and sting with his lyrics and he belts those out like he already knew they would be classics.  

Soulless new-school slicksters will point out the plainness of the performance – there is no multi-million dollar rotating stage, and Chuck dons the kind of generic white sweat suit you can get at a corner market for five bucks. This was a rap show from the streets, not the pages of some rich man’s style magazine. This was when rap was still more about the words than the brand names. If you remember that time, you’ll want this. And if you don’t remember that time, you need this. 

With Chuck punching up the air in some twirling homage to Muhammad Ali, Flavor Flav hurkin-n-jerkin to Terminator X’s nervous send-ups of James Brown samples and the secretive restraint of Professor Griff and the S1Ws, PE were their own spectacle. The materialistic murder-exploiting mega stars of today could have never pulled this off. — Michael Coyle

