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Very few rap groups have live shows that are worth shelling out the dough for. There are not a lot of reasons to go see a few rappers strutting around the stage while a deejay scratches over prerecorded tracks. Usually rap concerts aren't any better than listening to the studio versions at home or in your ride while tooling around your hood. A couple of exceptions come to mind, first, The Roots, who play instruments and use no pre-recorded tracks in their concerts and second, the militant Black Panther inspired Public Enemy and its crew of hangers on and MC's. A Public Enemy concert is more than just music it's an event. This disc features a thirty-six minute, eight song concert. It was shot at one of three 1987 Public Enemy shows at the Hammersmith Odeon that were part of the Def Jam tour. It was the first time Public Enemy had played in the United Kingdom. Some of the concert audio may sound familiar because parts of it were heard on the cd "It Takes a Nation of Millions to Hold Us Back." Some of the tunes include "Raise the Roof," "Too Much Posse," "Armageddon," and "Bring the Noise." The performance really gets across the excitement of a P.E. show. At this point there had only been a few rap tours in Europe and it's clear that the audience was eating these American rap stars up. Extras include the track "Channel Zero" that shot while on tour in Australia, and an informative audio track with commentary by Chuck D. Buy it, learn it, live it. 
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