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Checking them twice

Some are naughty, some are nice. Which are worth a repeat viewing?

By Tom Russo, Globe Correspondent, 12/21/2003

"Alien Sex Party" (2003). As if pop geek Moby didn't have a tortured-enough history with Boston, he headlines this locally shot sub-indie flick about the various goings-on at an adult video store on Christmas Eve. Yes, despite the title -- or the movie's original title, "Porno" -- there is the loosest of yuletide connections. Actually, Moby's involvement is also fairly loose -- he makes an off-color cameo and has a producing credit, but the DVD's press materials indicate that his enthusiasm for the movie waned after it kicked around the festival circuit for a few years (and after his music career took off).

There are a few isolated yuks here, such as the bit about a customer intent on doing all his last-minute holiday shopping at the store, no matter how creative he has to get to find something for everyone on his list. But the inspiration pretty much ends there. Right around the 10-minute mark, as it's becoming painfully clear how badly the movie wants to be "Clerks," the characters actually reference "Clerks." Then they run into a dead ringer for "Clerks" director Kevin Smith. Then they visit the convenience store where "Clerks" was shot (or a close facsimile). And behind the convenience store counter? Why, it's "Clerks" cast member Brian O'Halloran, naturally. "Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer" never looked so clever. (Eclectic DVD, $19.95)
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