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COUNTING ON AN OUTSIDE CHANCE 

By V.A. MUSETTO 

Rating: ***

September 26, 2003 -- 

SOUTHLANDER: DIARY OF A DESPERATE MUSICIAN 

Where's my synthesizer? 

Running time: 80 minutes. Not rated (nudity, drug use). At the Cinema Village, 12th Street, east of Fifth Avenue. 

CHANCE, the hero of the funky indie "Southlander: Diary of a Desperate Musician," is a down-on-his luck L.A. musician who buys a super-rare 1969 white Moletron synthesizer because he thinks it'll get him a gig with a Eurotrash pop group. 

"I didn't have the haircut, couldn't understand the clothes. I figured maybe this keyboard was my ticket out of town," he offers. 

Not only does Chance get the job, he finds romance with the band's female singer, Rocket (a weirded-out Beth Orton). 

Then some creep steals the synthesizer, sending Chance (Rory Cochrane) into a funk. 

Solution: Use the for-sale ads in a weekly newspaper called the Southlander to get his prized possession back. Whoever ripped it off is more likely to try to sell it than to keep it, he reasons. 

And so, Chance and buddy Ross Angeles (Rossie Harris, who helped write the script), go forth in search of the synthesizer - finding themselves in some absurd situations with an assortment of wackies. 

Ione Skye has a cameo as a sultry woman in a high-rise apartment; Hank Williams III appears as a two-gun-toting redneck; and Beck appears as . . . Beck. Lawrence Hilton Jacobs, of TV's "Welcome Back, Kotter," gets screen time, too - as the bad-ass Motherchild. 

Steve Hanft, a veteran creator of music videos (including Beck's "Loser"), shot "Southlander" on digital video for what looks like $99.99. 

But who needs a big budget when you have a quirky script, an energetic cast and a soundtrack that features Union 13, the Blondes, Future Pigeon and Omega Man? 
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