
DRACULA’S GREAT LOVE- Sinister Diable/Eclectic   $14.95 – Paul Naschy has been enjoying a bit of a rediscovery thanks to DVD. 

1972 was a big year for vampire films, of variable quality, with BLACULA, CAPTAIN KRONOS, CEREMONIA SANGRIENTA (aka THE LEGEND OF BLOOD CASTLE), CRYPT OF THE LIVING DEAD, THE DEATHMASTER, DRACULA AD 72, Jess Franco’s DRACULA CONTRA FRANKENSTEIN (aka DRACULA AGAINST FRANKENSTEIN), Franco again with A FILHA DE DRACULA, LA NOTTE DEI DIAVOLI (aka NIGHT OF THE DEVILS), THE BLOOD SPLATTERED BRIDE, and even LA SAGA DE LOS DRACULA (aka THE SAGA OF THE DRACULAS by frequent Naschy collaborator Leon Klimovsky) . Naschy jumps aboard the vampire bandwagon (hearse?) and leaves his werewolf character temporarily behind.

   In DRACULA’S GREAT LOVE (El Gran Amor del Conde Dracula, 1972) Naschy plays The Count, looking to find a woman who will willingly follow him into the realm of the undead.  Naschy seems a bit too- healthy -to be one of the undead-but the film has a lot of style. The film contains several bits of slow motion, negative imagery, and nice camera movement, as well as the requisite female nudity and blood we have come to expect in a Naschy film, which this time tries to emulate the Hammer period detail.

    The print used here seems to come from a video master, with framing losing information on all sides  (lettering cut off from the opening credits show how badly), and washed out color. Still the print seems complete, and is worth having, as I doubt a better copy will be coming along any time soon.
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