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alien parasites. The sharp-toothed tadpole-like creatures crash land
on earth in a falling meteor and soon take a liking to the taste of
human flesh. Pete (Tom DeFranco), a college student majoring in
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The Deadly Spawn itself is a damn good genre flick, with plenty of
RECOMMENDED blood, guts and gruesome creature effects on display. In fact,
there’s very little criticism that | can level at it. The real problem is
this particular release of the film, the so-called “Millennium Edition”
as Elite Entertainment calls it. For starters, despite this being the
first time The Deadly Spawn has been released in Blu-ray format,
the film doesn’t even look to be in high-definition. From what | RECOMMENDED

Privacy Information

understand, it’s technically running in 1080i (notice the “i", boys and
girls) but it might as well be standard definition from the looks of
things.

The credit sequences are fuzzy and indistinct, and the whole film
has a decidedly “air-brushed” look to it, implying that overzealous
efforts were made to create an artificially smooth, modern look,
thereby completely obliterating the original grain. From what | can
tell, no genuine efforts were made to restore or revitalize the film
from original stock, and even the audio remains in its original 16-bit
mono. | was also disappointed to find the film playing in full screen
format, rather than widescreen, but after a little research | found out
that no other option is available, as the original stock was shot on
16mm.
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The majority of the bonus features (with a few minor exceptions)
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are culled directly from an earlier DVD release of the film by
another company, and from what | gather, that earlier DVD release
actually manages to play on screen with a higher level of clarity and
picture quality, despite having no claims to a high-definition format.

What this all comes down to is a very lazy, lackluster release of a
good film that deserves far better. In fact, the regular DVD release
from Synapse Films (2004) is probably a far better bet if you're
looking for a truly high-quality, definitive release of this picture. I'd
recommend buying that one instead, and crossing your fingers that
someone other than Elite eventually gains the rights to convert The
Deadly Spawn to high-definition in true style.

This film receives a score of:

7 out of 10
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