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The Deadly Spawn (1983) (Blu-ray Review)  
 

A bit of a mixed bag... 

 

 

The Deadly Spawn (1983) 

Directed By: Douglas McKeown 

Where to get it: MVD 

 

 

 

The Prologue 

1983 was one hell of a year wasn't 

it? The world got your humble movie 

reviewer here, as well as the chicken 

McNuggets. But there was also 

some very interesting horror films 

that came out around that time, one 

being The Deadly Spawn. Now The 

Deadly Spawn has been around for a 

while on home video (or should I say 

DVD?). Synapse has a DVD of the movie out that apparently looks very nice. But 

today we have the new blu-ray release from Elite and MVD that was unleashed 

upon the world on my birthday (February 7th) of this year. Now a blu-ray release 

can be a pretty big deal these days. So before you go into this one, there are a few 

things you should probably know.. 

 

 

The Movie 

Two campers in the New Jersey woods have their outdoor fun interrupted by the 

arrival of a meteorite crashing nearby. They go to investigate the crater, but are 

suddenly attacked and devoured by alien parasites who have hitched a ride to 

Earth. After finishing off the campers, the hungry space monsters head for a 

nearby town, where they make their domain in the basement of an old house soon 

begin polishing off one hapless inhabitant after another. Four young teenagers, 

plus one pre-teen boy, try to find a way to stop the angry space monsters before 

they reproduce and literally eat humanity. 
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The Deadly Spawn is a movie that has "cult film" written all over it. It's a little goofy, 

it's cheesy, but overall it can be a lot of fun IF you are into this sorta thing. A 

creature coming down from space that proceeds to eat people in an 80s 

environment isn't something that will ever be  mistaken for Citizen Kane. It never 

was meant to be. So if you are looking for anything serious, you probably won't like 

this movie very much. But I do think we have good stuff here for any fan of 80s 

horror. I'm a big fan of that kind of horror myself, so I'm more forgiven with this one 

as a result. 

 

 

Now we have a bit of a give and take with the way the film plays out. The creature 

stuff is awesome. I enjoyed every scene that featured this odd being on screen. But 

the stuff with the actual actors is a bit rough and does get a little dull at times when 

the film attempts character development early on. As a matter of fact, I would say 

the first part of the film probably does more dragging than it does moving. But hold 

on there, faithful horror watchers. If you can at least make it until the halfway point, 

the proverbial poo hits the fan and things pickup nicely. 

 

 

 

One of the best things this film has going for it is the gore and effects. Yeah, some 

may be a little cheesy, but it's the 80s after all. The red syrup does fly around a 

whole heck of a lot and that can be a blast to watch. One interesting and cool thing 

the movie does with it's characters is make it to where you never know who will live 

or who will die. In fact, I think people make it that have no business making it, but 

IMDB does explain that in the "Did you know" section for the film. The film wraps 

up in a very entertaining fashion, leaving room for a sequel that we sadly never 

got..At least not in the "official" way anyway. 

 

 

The Conclusion 

OK, so the movie is corny but fun. And it should be a cool watch for anyone who 

loves 80s horror. Now of course the blu-ray transfer is a bit of an issue here. The 

film doesn't look bad. I'd go as far as to say the film's release would be a success 

IF this were a standard DVD releases. For HD it does look weak. I'm well aware 

there are a million reasons for why it doesn't look better in the HD sense, but come 

on, folks. Still, it's a cool movie and I did like it. 

 

 

The Rating (6.5/10)    
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2 comments:  

Anonymous Feb 18, 2012 09:15 AM 

The Blu-ray is simply a poor-quality upconversion of the Synapse Films 

DVD, that's why it doesn't look like HD, because it's not. Check this link for 

screengrabs comparing the Blu-ray to the DVD and you'll see the DVD 

actually looks better because when they did the upconvert they heavily 

processed the image to remove grain: http://wtf-

film.com/site/2012/02/13/the-deadly-spawn-millennium-edition/ 

Reply  

Chuck Conry Feb 18, 2012 11:01 AM 

Yeah, I've heard the Synapse version looks really good. 

Reply  
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MY BLOG LIST 

Dark Bunny Tees  

Now In Stock... - Quint's 'Bad 

Fish' Sharkin' Whiskey Inspired 

By JAWS (1975) "I'll find him for 

three, but I'll catch him, and kill 

him, for ten" Get it here from £18 

(... 
 

13 minutes ago  

Dollar Bin Horror  

On the Next Episode of 

DBHR.... - It is the most 

controversial episode in the 

history of DBHR this week...So 

controversial, we can't even print 

what it is about. You'll have to 

tune in at ... 

 

17 minutes ago  

Skeleton Car Keys  

Mad Ideas: RPG Idea: What Happened to 
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Humanity? - Mad Ideas: RPG Idea: What 

Happened to Humanity?: madideas: Like a lot of 

my other ideas, this one could either be truly 

awesome, or fail miserably when tri... 

2 hours ago  

The Large Association of Movie Blogs  

LAMB Photoshop #11 Winner 

and #12 Starts - In one of the 

closest wins I've seen in awhile, 

the winner of "Movies Made 

Better If They Starred Clint 

Eastwood" is: The Droid You're 

Looking For I been ... 

 

2 hours ago  

PUMPKINROT.COM: What's Brewing  

Unholies - Image by 

Pennsylvania Gothic. 

 

5 hours ago  

Kid Sis in Hollywood  

Watch This Movie: LISA - I'm an 

acclaimed feature writer/director 

in Hollywood who has studied 

over 6,000 films. Since 2007, 

millions of Netflix members have 

ranked me as a Top 1... 
 

6 hours ago  

Chuck Norris Ate My Baby  

Answer Me, You Maggot!: Nightmare - The VHS 

Board Game - I recently stumbled on this video 

for the Australian VHS board game, * Nightmare*, 

which came on the scene in 1991 and apparently 

took Australia by storm.... 

12 hours ago  

Freddy in Space  

Punk Band The Objex Channel 

Shot On Video Horror With Their 

Latest Music Video! - My buddy 

Peter Podgursky just directed a 

music video for Las Vegas based 

punk band The Objex, where he 

essentially put the band into their own shot on 

vide... 

 

12 hours ago  

Dimension Fantastica  

EL PRECIO DEL PELIGRO - 

Yves Boisset ( The price of the 

risk - 1983 ) - Con el éxito brutal 

de 155 millones de dólares 

recaudados este pasado fin de 

semana del film "The hunger 

games" no va de mas recordar... 

 

14 hours ago  

Hayes Hudson's House of Horror  

This week's Horror related DVD 

releases: Tuesday, March 27th, 

2012 - Here are the horror 

related DVD's and Blu-rays 

coming out Tuesday, 3/27: (Click 

on a title to see a trailer of that 

film) * CAMEL SPIDERS [DVD & Blu-r... 

 

15 hours ago  

The Horror Blog of a Dead Dreamer  

Today in Strange - March 26, 2012 - It was on 

March 26, 1965 that a young truck driver, 

delivering a load of bananas to Scranton, PA lost 

control of his vehicle, and careened into town at 

90... 

19 hours ago  

The Film Connoisseur  

Daughters of Darkness (1971) - * * *Title:* 

Daughters of Darkness (1971) *Director:* Harry 

Kumel *Cast:* Delphine Seyrig, John Karlen, 
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Danielle Ouimet, Andrea Rau 

*Review: * A while... 

 

19 hours ago  

The Deadly Doll's House of Horror 

Nonsense  

Supersize That Food of the 

Gods - Synchronized 

swimming ‘80s stylin' Cute rats 

Cute giant rats Giant kids that 

curse A character named Carlos 

singing La Cucaracha while 

peeing in bushes... 

 

1 day ago  

Hey! Look Behind You!  

Film Wise # 580 - Happy Monday Folks. It's time 

again test out your faceless film knowledge. Let's 

start with last week's quiz *HERE* And now on to 

this week's quiz *H... 

1 day ago  

The Ringmaster's Realm  

Humanoids from the Deep 

(1980) - Fishing today sucked! 

There was not even one little 

nibble on any of the bait choices 

that I sent into the lake. Between 

that and the crappy movie c... 
 

1 day ago  

William Malmborg  

Guest Post: Audio Books and Horror Stories - 

*Today's Guest Post is brought to us by Colin 

Corlett who hails from* * Northumberland**, UK** 

where he enjoys writing about the countryside on 

his site* ww... 

1 day ago  

From Midnight, With Love  

The Mike's Top 50 Horror Movies 

Countdown: #45 - The Fog - 

Previously on the Countdown: 

Number 50 - Happy Birthday to 

Me Number 49 - Prince of 

Darkness Number 48 - House on 

Haunted Hill Number 47 - The Monster Sq... 

 

1 day ago  

Easy Recipes  

Oakland’s Ta-Ke Sushi - Sushi is always one of, if 

not the first meal we have when we go home to 

visit in the Bay Area of California. The assortment 

of fresh fish on top of a Ca... 

1 day ago  

The Spooky Vegan  

Food Review: Trader Joe's 

Chickenless Mandarin Orange 

Morsels - Here's another reason 

to love Trader Joe's! So far this 

year they have released a lot of 

new vegan products, and I've 

been slowly trying to sample them a... 

 

1 day ago  

mermaid heather  

Ending The World On A Wimper -

While I am waiting to get my day 

started, Ithought I would at least 

start on a review. I waiting 

around in my hotel room in 

Columbus, Ohio today. I'm here... 
 

2 days ago  

Penny Dreadful Diary - Twisted Twins 

Productions  

Midnight Poutine - If you can make it out to one 

of Little Miss Risk or Lola Frost's shows, you 

really should. It's actually criminal how much 

talent these beautiful women ha... 
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2 days ago  

 

Big Daddy Horror Reviews  

Air Collision Debuts on DVD and 

BluRay March 27th: One Minute 

Reel - Terror in the skies begins 

March 27th with The Asylum's 

*Air Collision*. This disaster film 

will debut on DVD and Blu-ray 

this date and the film follows A... 

 

2 days ago  

The WGON Helicopter  

Amazing Stories: Mummy Daddy 

(1985) That's One Determined 

Daddy - I've been around a long 

time. You know, like the 

Highlander. I was fresh out of 

high school and in my first year 

at my first college when Steven Spielber... 

 

4 days ago  

the jaded viewer  

EXCLUSIVE! The Client List TV 

Plot Summaries Revealed! - 

When I first noticed Jennifer Love 

Hewitt's BOOBS were starring 

in "The Client List" I knew I had 

to write up a post on this 

awesomeness that would be unle... 

 

1 week ago  

Billy Loves Stu  

And God Created Woman : THE 

SKIN I LIVE IN - *Pedro 

Almodovar*'s *The Skin I Live In 

*is like a great big beautiful 

blossom slowly revealing itself to 

be a bloody gorgeous flower - but 

beware the tho... 

 

1 week ago  

History of America  

Jessica Alba is an American 

Television and Film Actress - 

Jessica Marie Alba is an 

American television and film 

actress and she began her 

television and movie 

appearances at age 13 in Camp Nowhere and 

the Secret ... 

 

1 week ago  

manvshorror  

A Nightmare on Elm Street (1984) - Year of 

Release: 1984 Directed by: Wes Craven Source: 

DVD (Own Collection) Average IMDb Rating: 7.4 

Average Rotten Tomatoes Rating: 95% Plot: 

Nancy T... 

1 week ago  

Dr. Splatter's Gory Laboratory of Monsters 

and Metal!  

Movie Tally: February, 2012 - New: Basket Case 

2 Slumber Party Massacre The Beast Within The 

Keep Dead & Buried Re-watch: The Lion King 

Basket Case The Stuff Yeah, February sucked. 

1 week ago  

The Horror Digest  

Blame it on the Creeper - 

Jeepers Creepers and I have a 

very complicated relationship. 

He's my friend (and lover when 

I've had too much of the wine) 

but more often than not, we s... 
 

2 weeks ago  

Cavalcade of Perversions  

RIP Divine - Today marks the passing of the 
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greatest entertainer in the history 

of the world (and I'm really not 

being dramatic either), Glenn 

Harris Milstead, the m... 

 

2 weeks ago  

The Horror Effect  

Double Ghost Feature: The 

Woman in Black and The 

Innkeepers - In the same 

weekend, I was lucky enough to 

watch two suspense-driven ghost 

films in a theatrical setting: 

Hammer's return to tradition with *The Woman 

in... 

 

3 weeks ago  

Maximum Horror  

Maya's Journal (2011) - Directed 

by Nadine L'Esperance - Hey 

Maximum Horror buddies, check 

out the following information 

regarding the cool horror movie 

short "Maya's Journal. It was 

directed by up-and-coming f... 

 

3 weeks ago  

Dai Green - Raw And Uncensored!  

Terri Hobbs Makes A Personal 

Website To Humanize Himself - 

Step father of murder victim 

Stevie Branch has started his 

own website to humanize himself 

in the eyes of the public after 

attention has been directed his ... 

 

3 weeks ago  

The Cyber-Horror Awards  

2011 Cyber Horror Award 

Nominees - Val Lewton Award 

for Best Film Attack the Block, 

Studio Canal Troll Hunter, 

Filmkameratene A/S Tucker and 

Dale vs. Evil, Reliance Big 

Pictures/Loubyloo Pr... 

 

5 weeks ago  

FEARFINDER  

The Silent House [2010] - *The 

Silent House*, or more natively 

known *La Casa Muda*, is most 

likely a film you've heard 

rumblings about since it's 2010 

festival tour through Canne... 
 

5 weeks ago  

Horror In The Making  

On Genre Part 3 - The Proposal - 

Way back, I did a post on the 

differences between the two 

often mixed genres, horror and 

thriller. To quickly revise, 

essentially it is about whose story 

i... 

 

1 month ago  

Lounge of The Drunken Severed Head  

Last year's Christmas - Above: 

Jane asks Zombie Santa about 

returning a severed head, while 

watching out for the grabby 

hands of Hermie the Horny 

Undead Elf. I have a few last... 
 

3 months ago  

The Paradise of Horror  

Freddy vs. Jason: One More 

Time - As a kid I had always 

been obsessed with Freddy 

Krueger and to me he was the 

definitive serial killer because he 

had a face and he wasn’t just an 

unstopp... 
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3 months ago  

Scare Sarah  

Going away this summer? - 

Island of Death (1977) - Holidays 

are a time to get away from the 

stresses and strains of real life 

and relax in a pretty sun soaked 

clime. *Island of Death* opens 

with just such... 

 

5 months ago  

Gore Gore Dancer Movie Reviews  

Chillerama Release Date! - A 

moment that I've been waiting for 

has finally arrived! Chillerama will 

be coming home with us 

November 29th from Image 

entertainment! $29.97 on blu-ray 

a... 

 

5 months ago  

Flowers of Flesh and Blood  

flowersoffleshandblood - flowersoffleshandblood 

6 months ago  

The Kid in the Hall  

Music from the Great White 

North: My Top 20 Canadian 

Songs - As most of you know, I 

did a post a few weeks ago about 

my favorite songs from Australia 

and New Zealand. Well, this time 

I thought I would pick out some... 

 

7 months ago  

AtomicFox  

T-Shirt Bordello Review - Hey 

guys! Long time no see, eh? I've 

got a really awesome review for 

you guys. Ever heard of T-Shirt 

Bordello? They're a tshirt 

company. Not just any t-shi... 
 

11 months ago  

Curly Ripe Meat  

I GOT THE JOB!!! - It's official! I GOT MY 

DREAM JOB. The job I expect to retire from. The 

only full-time dance position at the school -- which 

means I'll be leading the dep... 

11 months ago  

Horrorphilia Podcast  

Horrorphilia.net is no more. Please go to 

Horrorphilia.com - *Finally after months of 

planning, we are launching the new and improved 

** Horrorphilia.com**. I enjoyed using Blogger 

and Podomatic but we’ve grown so muc... 

1 year ago  

The Spooky Brew  

Vince N Stilts: Hollywood Publicist Controversy - 

Lately, I've been helping my roommate Vince 

Cusimano learn how to walk in stilts. On our 

walks we talk about different things and this time 

it was about th... 

1 year ago  

Paracinema...The Blog  

Until Next Time... - It's nice to know that after "the 

event", there will still be quality entertainment 

programming. Something tells me the residents of 

Topeka would gobble ... 

1 year ago  

Tea Party of the Dead  

DIANE O'BANNON APPROVES 

OF TEA PARTY OF THE DEAD - 

This is incredible. Special thanks 

to Kristy Jett for pointing it out to 

me.  

1 year ago  

Killer Kittens From Beyond The Grave  
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Jinx Speaketh - One of (if not 

the) most evilly influential women 

in music is now on Blogspot! Jinx 

Dawson, "irreverent, erotic, 

fiendish Left Hand Path 

Ceremonial Magi... 
 

1 year ago  

Jenny Spain  

"Deadgirl, the Next Mandy Lane" - From Bloody 

Discusting.com http://www.bloody-

disgusting.com/news/13335 Said to be this year's 

MANDY LANE, we've got your first ever still from 

Marcel Sarm... 

3 years ago  

▼  2012 (206) 

►  March (38)  

▼  February (75) 

Star Knight (1985)  

New Stuff (and a classic) Coming Soon From 
Lionsga...  

CHIKARA Podcast-A-Go-Go 305  

Extreme Odd Couple XOCPodcast #17 - "Welp, 
Wrestle...  

Embodiment of Evil (2008) (Blu-ray Review)  

Zombies DON’T Podcast V: Madman, The 
Mutilator, an...  

Killjoy 2: Deliverance from Evil (2002)  

The Gingerdead Man 3: Saturday Night Clever 
(2011)...  

Halloween: Resurrection (2002) (Blu-ray Review)  

May New Release from One 7 Movies & Camille 
2000 E...  

Cannibal Kitchen: Women In Horror  

Lionsgate bringing you Dark Tide and Enter 
Nowhere...  

Killjoy (2000)  

Hell on Earth (2010)  

The Devil Inside (2012)  

“House Of Flesh Mannequins" DVD Release 
Event in B...  

Bong of the Dead (2011)  

Naughty Teen (1978)  

Kill (2011)  

XOCPodcast #16 with Corino & Dimension- On 
The Roa...  

Celebrity Sex Tape (2012)  

CHIKARA Podcast-A-Go-Go 304  

The Burning Moon (1997)  

Silver Bullet (1985)  

2012 WWE Elimination Chamber Preview & 
Predictions...  

Zombies DON’T Podcast IV: TCM III, Truth or 
Dare?,...  

House Call (2011) Review  

Keepsake (2008)  

Horrorphilia Podcast #72 An American Werewolf 
In L...  

NEW RELEASE DATE *APRIL 10, 2012* for 
THOU SHALT N...  

The Deadly Spawn (1983) (Blu-ray Review)  

BLOG ARCHIVE 
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NEW PREBOOK & STREET DATE FOR THOU 
SHALT NOT KILL....  

UNMIMELY DEMISE (Trailer, Tshirt, and 
THEATRE OF D...  

The Ministry Movie - Coming Very Soon On DVD  

Top 10 Slashers of the 80s (As Voted By YOU)  

INTRUDERS Starring Clive Owen Official Trailer 
Now...  

"Resurrection County" - release date: March 20th  

The Woman (2011)  

The Story Of Rock ’n’ Roll Comics coming to DVD 
on...  

XOC Podcast (Extreme Odd Couple w/ Steve 
Corino & ...  

CHIKARA Podcast-A-Go-Go 303  

Deadtime Stories Vol. 2 (2010)  

Deadtime Stories Vol. 1 (2009)  

Cannibal Kitchen: Human Centipede 2  

Day of the Dead (2008) (3D Blu-ray Review)  

Familiar (2011) Review  

House (1986)  

Zombies DON’T Podcast III: The Prowler, Feast, 
and...  

THEATRE OF THE DERANGED (DVD COVER 
ART)  

The Mutilator (1985)  

Two Hot Ones From Impulse Pictures In April  

Baba Yaga (1973) (Blu-ray Review)  

Phantom Menace In 3D (Review)  

Tribeca Film Acquires THE GIANT MECHANICAL 
MAN sta...  

Werewolf Woman (1976)  

2-Headed Shark Attack (2012)  

Never Cry Werewolf (2008)  

Donner Pass (2012)  

The Innkeepers coming to DVD and Blu-ray  

2001 Maniacs (2005)  

XOC Podcast #14 (Is Nothing Sacred??)  

PLAYBACK available now on-demand and in 
theaters o...  

Troma's KILL Coming in April!  

CHIKARA Podcast-A-Go-Go 302  

The Beyond (1981)  

Zombies DON’T Podcast II: The Burning, The 
Beyond,...  

Cannibal Kitchen: A Ti West Double Feature  

The Human Centipede II (Full Sequence) (2011) 
(Blu...  

TWO NEW THRILLERS IN THE NIKKATSU 
EROTIC FILMS COL...  

Day of the Dead (1985) (Blu-ray Review)  

After Dark Originals 2 Announce Dark Circles  

MY PURE JOY (DVD COVER WRAP, DISC ART, 
AND NEW REL...  

View the official poster for the US release of INT...  

Dawn of the Dead (1978) (Blu-ray Review)  

(CHIKARA) The Barber Shop (2.1.12)  

►  January (93)  
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►  2011 (579)  

►  2010 (548)  

►  2009 (139)  

►  2008 (1)  
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The Last Stand 

 

 
 

During the night, protect your barricade against the oncoming hordes. Manage your time during the daylight hours to search for weapons, survivors and to 

repair. Move with the WASD keys and aim/shoot with your mouse. Reload with the R key. Press space bar to switch weapons. 

.. 

Simple template. Powered by Blogger.  
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