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Live From Tokyo

Live From Tokyo DVD Review

On any given night in Tokyo the capital of Japan there are thousands of bands playing for little to no money 

influenced by music from around the world. The Tokyo music scene is bustling as seen in Lewis Rapkin 

documentary, Live From Tokyo that takes viewers through the back streets in Shinjuku, the intersections in 

Shibuya, the alleys in Koenji, and all over Tokyo. 
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Phila Wedding Band Music Philly Horn Band, Philadelphia's Ultimate Wedding & Party Band www.PhillyHornBand.com

Elite Talent Agency Christian Music Booking Agency Concerts, Festivals, Conferences www.eta-live.com

Christian Music Recording Family Owned, Christian Co. Looking For New Artists! Submit Your Music. www.TateMusicGroup.com
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Tokyo based bands are simply creating music for the passion of playing everything from 60′s hippie tunes, to 

modern day pop, punk, trance, electronica, rock and more can be found in non commercial setting. These bands 

are combing visual art, dance, music to create a wonderful scene I hope to one day be able to experience live 

and in person.

A few of my favorite Japanese bands from the DVD include:

Para – A trance rock band very reminiscent of the Disco Biscuits 

Nu Clear Clasmates – guy and girl rocking out, fans having as much fun of not more then their fans. 

DMBQ – Japanese Punk Rock done remarkably well! 

Uhnellys – Drummer and bass player that rock out like Rage Against the Machine. 

Oprtom – Not really sure whats happening while they play, psychedelic rock!! 

Makoto Oshiro – Makes his own instruments, not scales but sounds based on vibrations. 

Live From Tokyo features great content, however it’s full of advanced edits making it hard to follow along as the 

filmmaker really takes things to a futuristic journey. I assume this how Japanese culture is currently seeing 

things, hence the visual style Ala video games. 

Have you heard of Norma? Essentially bands in Japan have to pay to play live venues. If the band fails to sell 

enough tickets they owe the venue the lost revenue. Ticket sales to see relatively unknown local bands are 

upwards of $30-40 US dollars with the band’s themselves receiving little if any of the profits. However this does 

not keep the thousands of musicians from playing their hearts out many miles from the corporate music scene 

found in the United States.

If your the type of person that feels music and can put lyrics aside the Japanese underground music scene is 

something you must check out.

Rating: 4.5

Buy: $15.00

Tags: DMBQ, Documentary, Japan, Japanese Punk Rock, Kuruucrew, Lewis Rapkin, Live From Tokyo DVD, Makoto Oshiro, Norma
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This entry was posted on September 22, 2011 at 12:00 am and is filed under Entertainment. You can follow any responses to this entry

through the RSS 2.0 feed. 
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