
"The road to excess leads to the palace of wisdom...for we never know what is enough until we know
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"A History Lesson Part 1 - Punk Rock In Los Angeles in 1984"

DVD (director: Dave Travis)

This documentary utilizes footage culled from

Travis's teenage bootlegs, and succeeds in

presenting a fitting and faithful tribute to the era's

nearly-forgotten punk roots. Sandwiching more

recent-era band interviews with his fan-shot live

clips, "A History Lesson" gives the impressions of

the featured acts in their own words, so there's a

proper historical perspective that some live videos

lack. Included are the Meat Puppets, Redd Kross,

The Minutemen, and Twisted Roots, all children of

punk rock who broke some of the molds and

helped give rise to the alternative scene of the 90s.

Sure, some of the live clips are grainy and the

sound muddy, but this stuff would've been lost on

VHS forever, so kudos to Travis for resurrecting it,

and for giving us a unique and interesting

document. Anyone with an interest in classic LA

punk needs to see this, pronto. (MVD Visual)
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