



Leatherface - Boat in the Smoke (CD, Music Video Distributors / Punkervision, Progressive/art rock)


Much has been made over Britain's Leatherface in the American media machine...most likely, perhaps, because of the band's use of visual images from the film The Texas Chainsaw Massacre. Perhaps putting things in perspective, Boat in the Smoke presents this band for what they are...a good, loud rock band. The DVD is divided into three segments. The first segment features the band playing live at Camden Underworld in London on March 23, 2004. The second segment features an additional seven tunes taped at Sunderland on June 17, 2001. The final segment is an interview with singer/frontman Frankie Stubbs. Watching the band play, we couldn't help but be reminded of Husker Du. The loud guitars...the aggressive vocals...the crashing drums...the overall sound is quite similar. In concert, these guys don't rely on effects and gimmicks. Instead, they simply play their asses off for the crowd. One slight drawback in the band's presentation is Stubbs' lack of eye contact with the audience. He tends to either look down or keep his eyes closed while he sings. If he were to direct his gaze at his listeners, it would vastly improve Leatherface in concert. Still, the band has some great songs and plays them with gusto and style...making Boat in the Smoke good for a least a few rousing spins... (Rating: 4++)
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