
> Rod Serling’s The Twilight

Zone – Season Three (1961 –

1962/Image Entertainment

Blu-ray)

> Hoodwinked

(2005/Weinstein/Vivendi Blu-

ray) + Duke Ellington +

Lincoln & Douglas (Scholastic

DVDs)

> Abbott & Costello Show –

Who’s On First (1951 – 1952) +

Around The World In 80 Days

(1989 TV Mini-Series/E1

DVDs) + The Curse Of

Tutankhamen’s Tomb

(1980/Network U.K. DVD/PAL

Region Two Import)

> Shadow Squad (1957 – 1959

Series plus

Skyport/PAL/Region

2/Two/Network U.K. DVD)

> The Fugitive – The Fourth

& Final Season, Volume Two

(1967) + The Guardian –

Season Three/The Final

Season (2003 – 2004/CBS

DVDs) + Single-Handed – Set

One (2007 – 2008/Acorn Media

DVD Set)

 

> Mystery Science Theater

3000 – Volume XIX (Shout!

Factory DVD)

> Futurama – Volume 5 (Fox

Blu-ray)

> Futureworld (1976/MGM

Limited Edition DVD) +

Coma/The Carey

Treatment/Westworld

Soundtrack (FSM/Film Score

Monthly LImited Edition CD

Set)

> Enter The Void – Full-

Length Director’s Cut

(2010/IFC/MPI DVD)

> Beyblade: Metal Fusion

Vol. 2 (Nelvana/Vivendi DVD)

> Mandingo (1975/Legend

Blu-ray/Paramount) + The

Spikes Gang (1974/MGM

Limited Edition DVD)

> The Tudors – The Final

Season (2009 –

2010/CBS/Showtime DVD)

> Texas Chainsaw  Massacre

(1974 Original

Version/Umbrella

Entertainment/Australian

Import Blu-ray)

> Hey Vern – It’s Ernest! The
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It is time for more releases in

the extreme fighting category,

including two dramatic entries. 

UFC Ultimate Knockouts 8

follows-up the Ultimate

Heavyweights volume that was our first UFC Blu-ray:

 

http://www.fulvuedrive-

in.com/review/10609/UFC+Ultimate+Heavyweights+(Anchor

 

 

This is two hours of compilation with more HD footage than the previous

release, which are both among a few so far in the format, but the 1080p

1.78 X 1 digital High Definition image transfers can still show some

staircasing and detail issues, though I liked the color reproduction and fuller

image than the DVDs in this series.  The audio is actually here in DTS-HD

MA (Master Audio) 5.1 lossless form, but this shows as many limits as has

warmth and fullness advantages.  With all these advantages, this is more

involving than it could ever be over satellite, cable or even internet

streaming.  Since it is a newer volume and all HD pretty much, expect for

some stylized moments, this is the most visually consistent of all the

extreme fighting titles we have seen to date in playback.  It is easy to OD

on all these KOs, but that happens in a sport like this.  The only extra is a

Total TKOs section.

 

Death Warrior (2009) is from the gang at TapOut and was also issued on

Blu-ray, but we only got the DVD in this case as yet another skilled fighter

is seduced and stuck in an illegal world of fighting… wow, no rules! 

Unfortunately, this is silly in the acting and writing department, the fights

are not bad, though some styling and fancy editing get in the way.  Still, it

is amusing at times, but not the best version of what has become a

formula tale.  The anamorphically enhanced 1.78 X 1 image is soft and has

motion blur, but has some good shots and some good color, but the blur

happens more often than usual to the point of being distracting.  The Dolby

Digital 5.1 is really stretching out the basic stereo sound with little in the

way of a real soundfield.  Extras include a Trailer Gallery, four making of

featurettes and interviews with the cast/fighters/co-stars Georges St.-

Pierre, Rashad Evans and Keith Jardine.  Hector Echavarria and Quinton

Jackson also star.

 

Finally is Ultimate Death Match telling a tale of fighters in the FPOW

(Federation of Pro Wrestling) which has some mixed martial arts of its own

has one of its main stars die!  The promoter decides all matches should be

like this and takes them illegally to the internet.  This is badly acted, has
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> Hey Vern – It’s Ernest! The

Complete Series (1988/Mill

Creek DVD Set)

> Ellery Queen Mysteries

(1975 – 1976/Universal/E1 DVD

Set) + The Piglet Files – The

Complete First Series

(1989/PAL/Region

2/Two/Network U.K./DVD Set)

> Dead Space: Aftermath

(2011/Blu-ray + DVD/Anchor

Bay Entertainment/Visceral &

EA Games)

> Fire and Ice (1983/Blue

Underground Blu-ray)

> Machete (2010/Fox Blu-ray)

> Alice in Wonderland – 60th

Anniversary Edition

(1951/Disney Blu-ray)

> Vengeance (2009/Johnnie

To/IFC/MPI DVD)

 

like this and takes them illegally to the internet.  This is badly acted, has

fights that are so-so and is not memorable, already a formula tale, but

diehard fans might want to see it out of curious.  They had better be REAL

curious.  The letterboxed 1.78 X 1 image is the weakest yet, from old HD

video (720p?) and the Dolby Digital 2.0 sound is barely stereo and has all

kinds of audio dropouts and compression.  There are no extras.

 

 

-   Nicholas Sheffo
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