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Al Di Meola - One Of These Nights (2004)

Studio: Inakustik GmbH
Video: Enhanced for 16:9, code free
Audio: Dolby Digital stereo or DD 4.1 surround
Menu & Bio in English, German, Spanish, French, Italian
Length: 116 minutes
Rating: ****

Joining Di Meola on his heavily synthesized guitar for this live concert in Ludwigsburg, Germany are pianist Mario Parmisano, who also doubles on synths, percussionist Gumbi Ortiz, drummer Ernie Adams, and on a number of the 11 tracks The Sturcz String Quartet. The stage setup is very carefully laid out (this being Germany after all) and I don’t believe I’ve seen before a complete set of tracks directly in front of the stage for smoothly moving the video camera. It means the very appreciative audience sits back quite a distance from the stage.

The advance planning results in one of the smoothest-edited videos of a live jazz concert I’ve ever seen. The surround sound is also very clean and immersive, with plenty of low-frequency abilities to handle the exchanges of the two master drummers in the group, plus the subterranean notes Di Meola’s guitar is able to achieve with electronic help. All the tunes are Di Meola’s except for two by Astor Piazzolla, in which the string quartet participates dynamically. A Hungarian ensemble, their strong rhythmic accents are especially effective in the tango works. The tunes in the concert run from traditional South American music to lovely chamber music, to free jazz improvisations. Di Meola is a true virtuoso but doesn’t show off; he delves deeply into some of the music, and often has spirited solo exchanges with his fellow band members. The closeups show this guy is Very Cool, in spite of showing off his hairy shoulder/chest via the major décolletage of his shirt. When one of the cameras assumes enough altitude over the stage to see the big box of foot buttons in front of Di Meola, it finally becomes evident how he achieves those unearthly sounds coming from his guitar.

Selections: Innamorata, Misterio, Azzurra, Orient Blue, Rhapsody of Fire, This Way Before, One Night Last June, Fugatta, Libertango, Beyond the Mirage, Egyptian Danza.

- John Henry
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