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What Should I Buy This Week? [New
Releases for 8/10]

Digging into the best of this week’s batch of new releases, you’ll find that some things

remain reliable commodities while others are not quite what you might expect. For

instance, you’ll discover that a reggae ruler and a Brooklyn funk institution continue to

represent, in their own particular ways, but the members of a classic band just might

have done their best work as a duo, and the modern-day practitioners of a commonly

U.K.-associated sound happen to hail from the great Midwest. Nevertheless, it all works

out for the best in the end — see (and hear) for yourself….

Lee “Scratch” Perry – Revelation

Let’s face it, pretty much anything legendary dub producer

Lee “Scratch” Perry puts his hands on is worthy of attention,

even if only in a historical sense. But once he starts mixing it

up with old buddies like George Clinton and Keith Richards,

the ante is upped even further. And lest you be concerned,

fans of Perry’s unique perspective can rest assured that the

old master proves himself to be as much of an endearingly

off-the-wall oddball as ever on Revelation.

We Are Hex – Hail the Goer

This one is bound to hit the sweet spot for all of those who

grew up loving the shadowy end of the post-punk spectrum

as represented by the likes of Siouxsie Sioux & The Banshees

and Bauhaus, but who knew they were growing these kinds

of bands out there in the wide open spaces of Indiana? It just

goes to show that once the seed of a sound is lifted up by the

wind, it can drop back down and blossom in any number of

places, you’ve just got to learn where to look for it.

The Budos Band – The Budos Band III

Yet another gem to add to the Daptone treasure chest. The

third album from this hard-charging New York City institution

continues in the fiercely funky vein of the first two, mixing

Afro-beat riffs and R&B grooves with elements of jazz, rock,

and whatever else happens to suit the Budos Band’s fancy at

that particular moment. An all-instrumental R&B-based

album isn’t an easy thing to bring off if you’re not The J.B.’s,

but The Budos Band does it with the perfect blend of fire and finesse.

Dave Swarbrick & Simon Nicol – When We Were Very Young

Here’s your dose of Britfolk for the week. Fiddler Dave

Swarbrick and singer/guitarist Simon Nicol first became part

of U.K. folk history as members of Fairport Convention, but

after their departure they teamed up together as an acoustic

duo, putting their own slant on folk songs, Fairport tunes,

and more. This collection looks back at some stellar

moments these two giants of the British folk scene have

enjoyed together, and provides an excellent point of entry to
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