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@ comy, but overall, most of the performers
. appraise themselves well.

The filmmakers behind Volumes of Blood:
Horror Stories obviously know their stuff as

. fans, so make sure to keep a close eye and

_ ear out for references. They also know how

. to put together an entertaining anthology

| on a low-budget. If plenty of grisly effects

- and a big-hearted approach to horror sound
_ enticing, you will want to seek out this movie.

Rating: $2€ 2%

VOLUMES OF BLOOD - HORROR STORIES

| s released on now on US DVD and Blu-ray

. and Streaming. It was released by Dark Cuts
| and is available for streaming on Amazon

. Prime, iTunes, VHX, Vudu and Google Play.

. REVIEWED BY JOSEPH PERRY

' THE VIOLENCE MOVIE
 DOUBLE BILL

THE FILM: No matter how painfully amateur

. Eric D. Wilkinson’s homage to 80s slashers

is there’s no denying the love and admiration
that he puts into every single frame of The
Violence Movie and its sequel The Violence

 Movie 2. As a result, what we have here are

two fan-made horror films that were made
in the late 80s on a budget of $100 and shot
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on low-grade VHS. Don't let this put you off
* though. If you can look past the ultra-low-

budget production values and awful home-
made special effects then there’s plenty of fun
to be had here at the end of the day.

In The Violence Movie, a deranged
murderer has escaped from prison and
walks right into the home of a man where he
straps on a hockey mask. Once the owner
returns home he is forced to fight for his life in
order to stay alive. Meanwhile, in the sequel,
the events of the first film turns out to be a
recurring dream for our protagonist. However,
when he discovers that the killer is actually
real he is forced to come to terms with his
own fear and face up to the masked killer.

Both instalments of The Violence Movie
do a great job to emulate everything we love
about the slasher genre whilst taking a heavy
influence from Friday the 13th franchise. In
both films Wilkinsoen is joined by his brother
David E. Wilkinson (who plays the killer) and
their friend Joseph Shaughnessy as the hero.
Together they work hard to create one long
chase sequence in each instalment and both
films are surprisingly engaging as a result.

Although both instalments are light
years away from being halfway decent it is
abundantly clear that a lot of work has been
put into their development. Both feature
fully choreographed fight scenes and stunt
work. Both films have plenty of inventive
cinematography and plenty of homemade
effects. However, it is important to remember
that both films were created for the filmmakers

themselves to celebrate their love for the genre.

So, if you can't look past the amateur
nature of the film then this one is clearly not
for you! However, if you can look beyond its
low-grade production value and enjoy both
films for what they really are then you are in
for quite an enjoyable treat!

Rating: 22222

SPECIAL FEATURES: This special release
from MVD visual comes with a bevvy of
extras. First, there is an audio corhmentary
featuring the Wilkinson brothers who talk
candidly about the making of each film. There
is also a bunch of fun outtakes for audiences
to enjoy. Not only are these worth checking
out but they give audiences further insight
into how much fun the team were having
when making the movies. Rounding up the
extras we have a trailer for the fims, a bunch
of behind the scenes photos and a featurette
‘Violence in 03’ which sees the Wilkinson
brothers retumn to the location of the first two
films to do re-shoots 15 years later.

Rating: 22S2%

THE VIOLENCE MOVIE DOUBLE BILL is out
now on US DVD courtesy of MVD.
REVIEWED BY JON DICKINSON
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THE ADDICTION
THE FILM: In Abel Ferrara’s 1995 artsy
horror-drama, a young woman called
Kathleen (Lili Taylor) becomes addicted to
blood after being bitten by a vampire in New
York. Ferrara’s flick is sophisticated and
stylish, remaining a refreshing take on the
vampire flick as it bears more resemblance |
the modem classic A Girl Who Walks Home
Alone at Night than Universal’s Dracula.
Kathleen’s vampirism becomes a metapt
for drug addiction and the film’s New York
City setting further emphasises the film’s
preoccupation with exploring modern
society’s fears of substance abuse and
drug addiction. It’s an obvious allegory, but
one that is still impressive, mainly due to
Taylor’'s masterful performance as a gradua
philosophy student who finds her whole wo
turned upside down.
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Shot in beautiful, sinister black and white
Ferrara opts for a subtle approach with his
horror and, rather than drenching his audie
in blood, chooses to scare with a dread-
filled atmosphere, nightmarish imagery anc
scenes that are even more overtly scary. Tt
shocking nature of the film is complimente
by an unsettling score that will send shivers
down your spine and a whispering narratiol
by Kathleen that becomes increasingly
terrifying. Sounds like the beating of
Kathleen’s heart as she injects blood into h
system, heighten the film’s effortless uneas
and help cement The Addiction as one of
the most uncomfortable film’s you’ll ever
experience.

When people tell you that film’s like The
Witch, It Comes at Night and Hereditary
began the trend of horror being equally as
beautiful as it is scary, then be sure to rem
them that The Addiction did this back in 1¢
so it’s nothing new. There is no doubt that
this is an under-appreciated gem, but it is
easy to see why The Addiction has slippec
under the radar for so long. It’s an oddity
that’s not made to be enjoyed, but instead
will slap you in the face with its experiment




