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The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS
of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

by Sal Giarratani

KUDOS TO
ADRIAN MADARO

During the last legislative ses-
sion, Rep. Madaro along with 
his colleagues on Beacon Hill 
helped assemble legislation in 
response to the ongoing opioid 
crisis. This bill was signed into 
law this past December, which 
will better support folks seeking 
treatment and recovery across 
the state. This law will hopefully 
ensure that substance abuse 
disorder will remain accessible 
and affordable.

I LOVE TRUMP
BUT SOMETIMES HE CAN 

MAKE MY HEAD HURT
There  a re  t imes  when 

President Trump makes some 
of those outbursts that have 
often made my head hurt and 
he did it again recently when he 
quickly blamed DEI policies for 
that horrendous mid-air crash 
between a passenger plane and 
an Army Black Hawk helicopter. 
He doesn’t have to instantly 
name DEI as the culprit. How 
about waiting for the facts in 
the crash to be sorted out. It 
looks more and more like DEI 
didn’t play a role in this crash. 
There were multiple issues to 
be looked at without jumping 
to conclusions.

Then to make matters worse 
both Vice President JD Vance 
and Transportation Secretary 
Sean Duffy joined Trump in 
blaming diversity policies at the 
FAA for the mid-air collision. 
Before delivering a fact, you 
should be able to offer evidence 
for what you are saying. I am 
tending to agree with Michael 
McCormick, a former vice presi-
dent of the FAA Air Traffic 
Organization who oversaw hir-
ing of air traffic controllers 
during his tenure. McCormick 
stated that Trump, Vance and 
Duffy were making “baseless 
claims.” 

If FAA diversity policies were 
to blame for what happened in 
the skies over Reagan National 
Airport, with Trump in the 
White House, there will be no 
cover ups or gaslighting.

Remember that old say-
ing. Don’t start talking until 
you know what you’re talking 
about. Trump is refreshing 
but sometimes he keeps send-
ing most of us to the medicine 
cabinet for some pain relief 
medicine. 

Y’ALL KNOW BY NOW I 
LOVE MY COUNTRY MUSIC
I love driving around in my car 

either going to work or to a res-
taurant or whatever with coun-
try music cranked up inside. I 
am always dialed into Wilie’s 
Roadhouse on Sirius Radio, 
61 on the dial. Willie Nelson is 
one of my favorite singers and 
the other day I started singing 
out loud with him in my grey 
Nissan to “Yesterday’s Wine.” 

Some songs are just made for 
old cowboys, aren’t they? Here’s 
a good question for you. Willie 
didn’t sing it but these lyrics 
are definitely to his style. What 
are the four things old cow- 
boys maybe like you or I always 
need having? Give Up? Faster 
horses, younger women, older 
whiskey and more money and, 
of course if it’s possible, never 
go bald.

MONUMEN TAILS
IS HERE TO HELP

As a longtime pet owner over 
the years, I have had both cats 
and dogs and I know how com-
plicated things can get. What if 
you wanted to go on vacation, 
working or might be working 
late? What to do with your dog? 
I always like highlighting local 
business entrepreneurs and 
introducing their services to the 
communities they serve.

In Charlestown last week at 
the post office I found some 
business cards for doggie care, 
like dog walking, dog sitting, 
etc. The business is called 
Monumen Tails. For more info, 
go to monumentails.com or call 
857-437-7380. All walks are 
TimeToPet verified!!

$155K PAY BOOST
FOR BEING POC FEMALE
According to the NY Board 

of Regents, NY’s state schools 
chief Betty Rosa deserved a 
$155,000 pay raise because she 
says women of color “have his-
torically been subjected to lower 
compensation rates compared 
with their peers.”

The Board made this decision 
even though Rosa, the State 
Education Department com-
missioner and Board Chair, 
made thousands more than the 
person she replaced.

The board went into defense 
mode after it was revealed 
that Rosa, the first Latina 
to hold this position, quietly 
boosted her pay to $489,000 
on top of her $120,000 pen-
sion as a retired principal and 
superintendent. 

Politics sucks doesn’t it? I 
give kudos to Katy Delgardo, a 
spokesperson for the 22-mem-
ber NY Senate GOP confer-
ence, for lashing out at all 
this crazy stuff and in a state-
ment said, “New Yorkers with 
common sense, regardless of 
their political affiliation, know 
irresponsible spending when 
they see it. Using the issue of 
race to distract from the fail-
ures of the State Department 
of Education.” She called this 
action and the response after 
getting backlash as “the very 
definition of gaslighting.”

No matter how many times 
you put the dagger into the 
heart of Dracula disguised as 
DEI, the damn thing just won’t 
die.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ...
Former Vice President Dan 

Quayle just turned 78 years 
old. He was elected in 1988 as 
Vice President under George 
HW Bush. He served one term 
with Bush, before Bill Clinton 
in 1992, when Bush broke his 
promise that he would not raise 
taxes. So, the voters pushed 
him out of office. Quayle, by the 
way, will always be remembered 
for incorrectly spelling the word 
“potato” with that extra “e” at 
the end of the word. Sometimes 
“small potatoes” can be “large 
potatoes.”

HOLLYWOOD LOOKING
TO MAKE A KILLING?

September 5, which will revisit 
the 1972 Summer Olympics 
Games hostage crisis, is a pow-
erful topic and movie. Stephen 
Spielberg has already done 
Munich. Hollywood apparently 
thinks the ongoing conflict 
between Israel and Hamas 
makes this upcoming movie 
timely. We know the next such 
movie might even be called 
“October 7” right? 

Nothing like using shootings, 
killings, maiming’s and hostage 
taking to make a few bucks at 
the box office, eh? 

JOSH KRAFT IS RUNNING 
FOR MAYOR BUT ...

I liked hearing from a new 
political candidate who has a 
voice and isn’t afraid to use it. 
I also think every mayor needs 
to be challenged. However, I was 
not terribly impressed by his 
words. I did like that he sup-
ports making the Boston School 
Committee partially elected. I 
would have preferred he was 
supportive of just having an 
elected board where the people, 
the parents, the stakeholders of 
public education in this city had 
a real voice in the inner work-
ings and policies that our city 
children must endure. Partial 
boards are better than fully 
appointed boards but I want 
the direct election of the entire 
school board put before the vot-
ers of this city at election time.

I did get a good laugh out 
of Mayor Michelle Wu calling 
Kraft a carpetbagger. I think a 
Chicago suburb is a lot further 
away than Chestnut Hill. When 
it comes to carpeting and bag-
ging, it takes one to know one. 

The one thing I didn’t like 
is that, according to media 
reports, Kraft is apparently 
okay with the Boston Trust Act 
which means he is a sanctuary 
city kind of politician. I am not 
a sanctuary city kind of voter. 
What do you say?

SEPTEMBER 5
(Blu-ray/Digital)

Paramount Home Ent.
September 5 is a gripping 

and visceral thriller based on 
real events. The film details 
the hostage crisis at the 1972 
Munich Olympics through the 
eyes of the American sports 
producers who covered the 
event live and changed televi-
sion news forever. During the 
1972 Munich Olympics, a hos-
tage crisis pushes legendary TV 
executive Roone Arledge (Peter 
Sarsgaard) to thrust an untested 
sports producer, Geoff Mason 
(John Magaro), into the spotlight 
of breaking news coverage. With 
lives hanging in the balance and 
the world watching, this pivotal 
moment, based on a true story, 
reshaped journalism forever. 
Some of the exciting bonus 
content includes: Remaking 
Broadcast History — Join 
actors Peter Sarsgaard, John 
Magaro, Ben Chaplin, and more 
as they share the challenges of 
portraying the real people tasked 
with reporting on the world’s 
first televised hostage crisis. A 
Meticulous Undertaking — See 
how an empty space was trans-
formed into a stunning replica of 
the iconic 1972 broadcast stu-
dio where the ABC Sports team 
witnessed the unfolding tragedy. 
On The Global Stage — The 
1972 Munich Olympics marked 
a turning point in history, where 
the line between journalism 
and complicity blurred. Delve 
into the ethical and journalistic 
dilemmas faced by the team as 
they weighed reporting the news 
and potentially fueling further 
violence.

REGULAR SHOW –
THE COMPLETE SERIES (DVD)

Warner Bros.
Discovery Home Ent.

Cartoon Network’s Emmy 
Award-winning animated com-
edy series is coming to DVD 
for the first time ever, with 
the release of Regular Show: 
The Complete Series on DVD 
February 4, 2025. Get ready to 
binge on all 245 episodes cre-
ated over the years, including 
specials and a movie of the hit 
series starring Mordecai, Rigby 
and their collection of pals, along 
with a bodacious assortment of 
special features, and a movie!!!, 
which add up to more than 50 
hours of content! Regular Show 
follows the lives of best friends 
Mordecai and Rigby, whose lazy 
afternoon adventures always 
seem to be interrupted by zom-
bies and misadventures with 
their gang of friends Benson, 
Pops, Muscle Man, Hi-Five 
Ghost, Skips, Thomas, Margaret 
and Eileen or sometimes even 
dealing with Death himself. 
Produced by Cartoon Network 
Studios, the series originally 
premiered in September 2010 
and remains to be a massive hit 
with new and old fans alike. 

NADIA
(DVD)

IndiePix Films
How can you rebuild yourself 

when you lose a parent and your 
homeland forever at the tender 
age of 8? Nadia Nadim, whose 
father was killed by the Taliban 
in 2000, has embarked on this 
difficult quest and her incredible 
life – from her family’s escape 
from violence-marred Kabul to 
the very pinnacle of international 

soccer fame is the stirring story 
that unfolds in Nadia, a feature-
length documentary. Celebrate 
Nadia’s improbable story and 
the passion for soccer that gave 
her a new post-Kabul life, as 
she rose through the ranks to 
become a feared striker on the 
national team of her adoptive 
country, Denmark, and for 
Paris-Saint-Germain, one of the 
top women’s teams in the world. 
But having achieved soccer 
stardom, Nadia wants to return 
to her home country to find out 
more about her father’s fate. 
But as the country is devastated 
by terrorism, with the Taliban 
and ISIS sowing chaos daily, 
she’s forced to cancel and grieve 
another loss. However, Nadia is 
unsinkable and has big plans 
for the future: graduate as a 
reconstructive surgeon and help 
to save people’s lives.

DINNER WITH
LEATHERFACE

(Blu-ray)
Anchor Bay Ent.

Documentary about Gunnar 
Hansen, the actor who por-
trayed Leatherface in ‘The Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre’ (1974). 
Friends, colleagues, filmmak-
ers, and fellow actors share 
personal stories and discuss the 
dichotomy between the maniacal 
chainsaw-wielding character he 
played on-screen and the very 
intelligent, creative, soft-spoken 
man he actually was in real life.

DADDY (Blu-ray)
Anchor Bay Ent.

Four men attend a govern-
ment retreat to prove that they 
have what it takes to become 
fathers. In a dystopian society 
where the state has the power to 
determine who can and cannot 
father children, four men attend 
a government sanctioned retreat 
in the remote mountains of 
California. When they show up 
at the site, only to find no guide 
or instructions waiting for them, 
they are left to their own devices 
and must prove to themselves — 
and each other — that they have 
what it takes to become fathers.

FURIOUS
(VISUAL VENGEANCE

COLLECTOR’S EDITION
(Blu-ray)

Libra Verde Media
The cult martial arts clas-

sic available for the first time 
ever on Blu-ray with hours of 
bonus features. Simon, a fierce 
Kung Fu master, ventures into 
the city’s gritty underbelly for 
answers to his sister’s death. 
There, a cunning spiritual mas-
ter deceives him, plotting to 
snatch his piece of an ancient 
amulet he shared with her. 
Unraveling the scheme, Simon 
plunges fists and feet first into 
a bone-crushing battle for the 
fate of the world against an alien 
army of karate wizards, dragons, 
a new wave clone band, talking 
pigs and mystical chickens! One 
of the most bizarre domestic 
martial arts movies ever made, 
Furious throws the 1980s home 
video chopsocky craze in a 
blender with elements of the 
supernatural, horror and super-
hero genres, by way of an impro-
vised MTV video. Featuring 
Hollywood martial arts legends 
Simon and Phillip Rhee in their 
first ever starring roles and who 
also handled all the non-stop 
action choreography on display 
in the film.

Run date: 02/14/2025

LEGAL NOTICE 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street

Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300

Docket No. SU23P0657PO
TRUST CITATION
In the matter of:

D. JANET H. HOPTON 
REVOCABLE TRUST

To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed by Lawrence B. 

Cohen of Boston, MA requesting Approval of 
the Third Annual Trust Account.

You have the right to obtain a copy of  
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the  
Court. You have a right to object to this  
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before 10:00 a.m.  
on March 12, 2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead- 
line by which you must file a written  
appearance and objection if you object to  
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely  
written appearance and objection followed 
by an Affidavit of Objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return date, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.
Witness, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: February 12, 2025

Stephanie L. Everett, Esq., Register of Probate

Small Ads
Get Big Results

For more information,  
call 617-227-8929.


