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Bio

"A writer is somebody for whom

writing is more difficult than it is

for other people." ~Thomas

Mann

***********************************

I'm a writer and a geek. I grew

up in Annapolis MD, but now live

in Atlanta GA. I long to be near

the Sea and that longing is often

reflected in in my writing.

************************************

I'm a journalist and reviewer for

blogcritics.org I write under the

name A Geek Girl
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Janis Joplin: The Life and Death of The Wild

Woman of Rock

  

On October 4, 1970 Janis Joplin's Road Manager John Cooke went to the

Landmark Hotel (now the Highland Gardens Hotel) in Los Angeles to see why

she hadn't shown up at the Sunset Sound Studio. She was recording her latest

album Pearl with her new band Full Tilt Boogie. Cooke and producer Paul

Rothchild were concerned because Janis was never late for her recording

sessions. Yet no one had seen or heard from her in almost 24 hours, not since

she had left the studio and went drinking with the band.

Upon entering the room Cooke found Janis, her body cold and lifeless, lying on

the floor of her hotel room. He knew as he approached that she was dead. As

the massive blast of heroin had hit her brain her body had begun to convulse

violently. John Cooke found her where she had fallen, crumpled like a rag doll,

her body wedged in the space between the bed and the nightstand. She was

partially undressed and the paraphernalia she had used to shoot up was lying

out on a table.

Janis had partied with the band and then left the bar alone, heading back to

her room at the Landmark. It is assumed that she overdosed shortly after her

arrival at the hotel. There is one other interesting and little known fact about

her death: On the night that Janis Joplin died of a massive overdose, eight

other people also died from overdoses in LA--all from the same batch of heroin

that had killed her.

Janis Joplin had been clean for six months when she died of a heroin overdose

in 1970. What went wrong?

Questions surrounding the death of

Janis Joplin have continued for years. At

the time of her death Janis had recently

become engaged to Seth Morgan, she

was working with her new band, Full Tilt

Boogie, and she was excited about the

future. She was talking about leaving the

music business, settling down, possibly

raising a family. More importantly, she

had finally kicked the heroin addiction

that had plagued her for years. She had

been clean for six months when she went

into the studio in Hollywood to begin

recording what would become her last,

and greatest work, the album Pearl.

So how is it that, at a time when she seemed to have so much to live for, Janis

Joplin was found dead on the floor of her hotel room from a massive heroin

overdose? She had been dead for 18 hours when her body was discovered. She

had been alone when she died.

Janis Joplin - Final 24: Her Final Hours, one of the four Final 24 DVDs

released by MVD Visual in April, recreates the last 24 hours in the life of Janis

Joplin, the first female rock star. It traces her movements: who she met with,

who she spoke to on the phone, where she went.

UPDAT ES

World Cup 2010:

Eat like a South

African

posted by: Gigabiting

If Drugs Are the

Answer, What Is

the Question?

posted by: Kathy

Riordan

WEEPING AS I

WRITE -WHY

MY HEART

BEATS

DOO-WOP

posted by: Jonathan

Wolfman

Subbing for

Elton

posted by:

designanator

Owners: The

Editorial

posted by: Steven

Axelrod

World Cup 2010

- What To Watch

- 1st Round 1st

Games

posted by: Abrawang

Stories about

Forgiveness: An

Open Call

Update

posted by: PattyJane

Held hostage at

the

unemployment

office

posted by: Kat Hudson

Open Salon  About

Contact  Help  Terms

Privacy  Advertising

 Salon.com

© 2010 Salon Media Group, Inc.

Email

Janis Joplin: The Life and Death of The Wild Woman of Rock - Tricia We... http://open.salon.com/blog/tricia_weight/2010/05/19/janis_joplin_the_lif...

2 of 3 6/10/2010 2:19 PM



TRICIA  WE IGHT ' S

L INKS

~ Dead Crush ~

The Death of Brian Jones, The

First Rock Star

Published Writing

Book Review: Book Review: The

Red Door: An Inspector Ian

Rutledge Mystery by Charles

Todd on Seattle PI

Book Review: The Best Sex of

Your Life: 101 Secrets Every

Woman Should Know by Jennifer

Hunt and Dan Baritchi on Seattle

PI

Book Review: A Jury of Her Peers

on Seattle PI

Eric Clapton And Jeff Beck: The

Death of a Musical Revolution on

Seattle PI

Music Reviews

No links in this category.

Movie Reviews

DVD Review: The Eastwood

Factor by Richard Schickel

Book Reviews

Book Review: What Will Happen

in Eragon IV by Richard Marcus

The Rock Garden

Eric Clapton Jeff Beck The Death

of a Rock and Roll Revolution

The Death of Brian Jones, The

First Rock Star

Find Me Follow Me

Subscribe by Email

ON TWITTER A_Geek_Girl

Blogcritics A Geek Girl

Articles Published

AT&T Phones Hack Facebook

Accounts

Writing Tips

Creativity Cannot Have Rules

Blogging Tips

gadgets directory

bloggingtips.com

Janis Joplin: The Life and Death of The Wild Woman of Rock - Tricia We... http://open.salon.com/blog/tricia_weight/2010/05/19/janis_joplin_the_lif...

3 of 3 6/10/2010 2:19 PM


