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"ECAUSE)#ANv
�!STRALWERKS	
�)FEVERTHERE�SBEEN
AMORETELLINGSIGNOF
THEDUMBINGDOWNOF
POPCULTURE�ESPECIALLY

MUSIC�WITNESSTHAT4AYLOR3WIFTANDTHE
*ONAS"ROS�ARECONSIDEREDWILDLYTALENTED
YOUNGMUSICIANS�)T�SENOUGHTOMAKEYOU
WANTTOBURNITDOWN�"UTTHENSOMEONE
LIKE,AURA-ARLINGENTERSTHEPICTURE�A��
YEAROLD"RITISHFOLKARTISTONHERSECOND
FULLLENGTHEFFORT�ANALBUMSOSTUNNINGLY
MATURE�DARKANDEMOTIONAL�ITCOULDGIVE
ANYONEHOPE�

h)3PEAK"ECAUSE)#ANvISASTUNNER
ANDPROVESSHEISN�TJUSTSOMEPRODIGYWHO
WASHOISTEDUPBYTHEBLOGOSPHERE�3HE�SA

BUSTLING�INTELLIGENTARTIST�WHOSE��SONGS
EASILYCOULDHAVEFLOWEDOUTOFHERASTRAG
ICNOVELSASMUCHASTHEYCOULDSONGS�AND
CUTSSUCHASTHEBITING�SEEMINGLYBITTER
h(OPEINTHE!IR�vTHE%UROFOLKPAINTED
h!LPHA3HALLOWS�vTHETEARY�SLIGHTLYSELF
DEPRECATINGh'OODBYE%NGLAND�#OVERED
IN3NOW	�vANDh2AMBLING-AN�vWHERE
SHEFRETS�h)T�SHARDTOACCEPTYOURSELFAS
SOMEONEYOUDON�TDESIRE�vSHOWADEPTH
ANDSINCERITYTHAT�SBASICALLYABSENTFROM
MAINSTREAMMUSIC�-ARLINGWISELYCHOSE
-UMFORDAND3ONSTOBACKHER�WHO
BREATHEEVENMOREWITINTOTHISEXCELLENT
DOCUMENT�SOMETHINGTHAT�IFTHEREWAS
ANYJUSTICE�WOULDHAVE-ARLINGONTHE
'RAMMYSTAGENEXTYEAR��"RIAN+RASMAN	

,AURA-ARLINGPLAYSTHE7ARHOLTONIGHT
AT��-IDDLE%ASTOPENTHESHOW�4ICKETSARE
����#ALL�����������
AT��-IDDLE%ASTOPENTHESHOW�4ICKETSAREAT��-IDDLE%ASTOPENTHESHOW�4ICKETSARE

-).534(%
"%!2�h/MNIv
�$ANGERBIRD	
�-INUSTHE"EAR�S
WILLINGNESSTOEXPERI
MENTANDTRYNEW
THINGSISOBVIOUSJUST
MOMENTSINTOTHEIR

FOURTHALBUMh/MNI�v.OTSATISFIEDWITH
REMAININGRIGIDINTHEIRJANGLYMATHROCK�
THEYPUMPINELEMENTSOF���SFUNK�PSY
CHEDELICS�ANDDANCEGROOVESTHATDRESS
UPANALBUMTHAT�SPRACTICALLYDRIPPINGIN
EROTICSTORYTELLINGANDEVENINGGETTOGETH
ERS�

4HERESULTSAREMOSTLYASUCCESS�4HEIR
ANGULARBACKBONEREMAINS�IT�SJUSTTHAT
ITGETSSOMENEWCLOTHESTOWEAR�h-Y

4IME�vWHEREFRONTMAN�GUITARIST*AKE
3NIDERSMOOTHLYBEGS�h4OUCHMEINTHE
DARK�vGETSTHEBEDSHEETSUNFURLEDFOR
WHAT�SNEXT�THATBEINGWATERYh3UMMER
!NGELvANDh(OLD-E$OWN�vWHICH
SOUNDLIKETHEYWERERIPPEDFROM3TEELY
$AN�SPLAYBOOK�POWDERFUELEDh)NTOTHE
-IRROR�vFEATURINGSEDUCTIVEBACKINGFROM
2ACHEL&LOTARD�ANDCLOSERh&OOLED"Y
THE.IGHT�vATWISTING�TURNINGSONGTHAT
DOCUMENTSTHEMISTAKESPEOPLEMAKEWHEN
THELIGHTSGODOWN�7HATDOESN�TWORKIS
WHENTHEYGOTOOFAROFFBOARD�SUCHAS
h4HE4HIEF�vWHICHSOUNDSLIKEBAD-46
FODDER�ANDh!NIMAL"ACKWARD�vWHICH
NEVERFINDSITSLEGS�3TILLITWASAWORTHY
RISKTHEBANDTOOK�ONETHAT�SSURETOPAY
FURTHERDIVIDENDSWITHALBUMFIVE��"+	
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h4HE2ITUALISTv�%YES
,IKE3NOW	
�(OUROF���SSECOND
ALBUMh4HE2ITUALISTv
ALMOSTNEVERCAMETO
PASS�4HEBANDFELLINTO
DISPUTEWITHTHEIRFOR

MERLABEL�ANDTHEDUOEVENTEMPORARILY
PARTEDWAYS�THUSROBBINGTHEWORLDOF
ONEOFTHEFINERTHROWBACKDOOMMETAL
BANDSGOING�,UCKILY�COOLERHEADSPRE
VAILED�WHICHLEDTOTHISEIGHTTRACKCAUL
DRONOFWITCHCRAFTTHATCOULDBEENJOYED
BYANYONEWHOCLAIMS$IO�0ENTAGRAM�
"LACK3ABBATHORTHE$EVIL�S"LOODASTHEIR

FAVORITES�

0HIL3WANSON�SSOARING�THREATENING
VOCALSSTAYCLEANTHROUGHOUT�AREFRESHING
APPROACHTHAT�SACTUALLYFINDINGITSWAY
BACKAMONGOTHERBANDSOFTHISILK�

4HEDARKARTSAREPREVALENTIN#HAD
$AVIS�WORK�ASHEPROVIDESTHEEVILCANVAS
FORTHESETALESTHATPEAKONTHETITLETRACK�
WHERE3WANSONWARNSTHATHISSUBJECT
MATTERWILLhSTRIPAWAYYOURMORTALSOULv�
h0OSSESSION�vWHICHCLAIMSASLOWER�MORE
CHILLINGPACE�ANDTHE)RON-AIDENFRIEND
LY�INEXPLICABLYVIOLENTh4HE#RAWLSPACE�v
WHICHWILLMAKEYOUHESITANTTOEVERGO
INTOTHEATTICAGAIN��"+	
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�4HE%ND	 �)F��
YOULIKENOISEANDDIS
TORTEDCOMPOSITION
FOLLOWEDBYINCOHERENT
LYRICS�THENHAVE)GOT
ANALBUMFORYOU�

3LIGHTLYLESSTHAN��MINUTESOFRECORDED
SOUNDSOFPEOPLEFLAILINGTHEIRARMSRAPIDLY
OVERGUITARSTRINGSANDBANGINGONDRUMS
WILLFILLYOUR#$ORMP�PLAYERSHOULDYOU
SELECTh6OL�))vFROM$ANIEL,IONEYE�

4HEONLYTRACKOFCALMNESSISTHE��
SECONDSOFh3ATURNALIA�v&EELFREETOTURN
UPYOURRADIOORHEADSET�THENHAVEITBE

BLASTEDINTOOBLIVIONBYTHENEXTTRACK�
h.EOLITHIC7AY�v

4HISRECORDNODOUBTWILLBEONTHETOP
��LISTOFALBUMSFORPEOPLEWHOLIKETO
BANGTHEIRHEADSONWALLSANDHATETHEIR
PARENTS�

.OTTOGOALL#LUBBER,ANGONTHE
FUTUREOFSOMEONEHAVINGTHISRECORD�BUT
MYPREDICTION���PAIN�4HATBEINGSAID�IT
MAKESAGREATGIFTFOR-OTHER�S$AY�4HE
#$CASEDOUBLESASACONTAINERFORGOOD
MUSIC�

.ORMALLY�)WOULDPUTUPADISCLAIMER
BEFOREAREVIEWLIKETHIS�BUTSARCASMAND
WISECRACKSLOOKALOTBETTER��-ICHAEL
$I6ITTORIO	

!.!2"/2�h4HE
7ORDS9OU$ON�T
3WALLOWv�(OPELESS	

�4HISSOUL
FULPOPPUNKGROUP
ISGOINGTOBE/+�
h4HE7ORDS9OU$ON�T
3WALLOWvIS!NARBOR�S

FIRSTFULLLENGTHALBUM�ANDLIKEMANY
ROOKIEEFFORTSITSHOWSPROMISEANDSOME
MISTAKES�

3LADE%CHEVERRIA�SVOCALSREALLYSHINEIN
h4HE7HOLE7ORLDvANDTHEHIGHENERGY
h-R�"IG3HOT�v

h$RUGSTORE$IETvFEATURESASWEETGUI
TARSOLOABOUTTWOMINUTESIN�(OWEVER�
GUITARWORKONh4HIS#AN�T"E(EALTHYv

ISQUESTIONABLE�4HEHOOKANDOTHERPARTS
OFTHESONGAREGREAT�3TEPITUP�GUITARISTS
!DAM*UWIGAND-IKE+ITLAS�%CHEVERRIAIS
CARRYINGYOUGUYS�

h'OINGTO*AILvDETAILSANINTERESTING
ENCOUNTERWITHLAWENFORCEMENT�/THER
MUSICIANSANDATHLETESCOULDPROBABLY
SYMPATHIZEWITHTHESONG�

3KIPPABLETRACKSAREh'YPSY7OMAN�v
h,ET4HE'AMES"EGIN�vANDh)$O7HAT
)$O�vWHICHISACOOLNAMEFORAWEAK
SONG�

(OPETHERECORDLABELSIGNED!NARBOR
TOSOMETYPEOFLONGTERMDEAL�4HERE�S
STILLSOMEDEVELOPMENTTHATNEEDSTOTAKE
PLACE�BUTTHEBANDWILLBEASOLIDCON
TRIBUTORTOITSMUSICGENRE��-$	
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h&ORNEVERv�3-#	

�-URSISA
7EST#OASTHIPHOP
STORYTELLER�(ISPARTNER�
�TH7ONDER�ISA.ORTH
#AROLINAPRODUCERAND

DEEJAY�4OGETHERTHEYAREACOUPLEOFGUYS
MAKINGSOMECOOL�HEADBOBBINGMUSIC�

h&ORNEVERvISTHEDUO�SFOURTHCOLLABO
RATION�ANDONEOFMULTIPLEALBUMSEXPECT
EDTOBERELEASEDBY-URSTHISYEAR�

h4HE,ICK�vFEATURING6ERBS�FEATURESA
SLICKMELODYANDSIMPLEBASSLINE�ANDTELLS
ASTORYSIMILARTO3NOOP$OGG�Sh,ODI
$ODI�vONLYWITHMOREDETAILS�h!SIAN

'IRL�vFEATURING�THMATIC�ISANODETO
WOMENOFTHE&AR%AST�

h,ET-E4ALK�vFEATURING3UGA&REE�ISA
HILARIOUSTAKEONARGUMENTSCOUPLESHAVE
ATTIMES�)TBEGINSWITHTHEMANTRYINGTO
AVOIDTHECONFRONTATION�BLAMINGITONTHE
hCYCLEOFTHEMOON�vANDEVENTUALLYLEADS
TOANALLOUTVERBALONSLAUGHT�INCLUDING
TAKINGSHOTSATOTHERFAMILYMEMBERS�

7ITHCOOKOUTSEASONFASTAPPROACHING�
THISALBUMWILLBLENDIN�ASONE#ALIFORNIA
WRITERNOTED�LIKEBARBECUESANDBACKYARDS�

7EST#OASTRAPPINGLEGEND+RUPTALSO
ACCENTSTWOSONGSONTHIS��TRACKEFFORT�
BUTONLYONE�THETITLETRACK�ISWORTHMEN
TIONING�!NOTHERSKIPPABLETRACKISh7EST
#OAST#INDERELLA�v�-$	

h*ANIS*OPLIN�(ER&INAL
(OURSv�-6$6ISUAL	

�h+EITH-OON�(IS
&INAL(OURSv�-6$6ISUAL	

�h.ICOLE"ROWN
3IMPSON�(ER&INAL(OURSv
�-6$6ISUAL	 �
h6ERSACE�(IS&INAL(OURSv
�-6$6ISUAL	 �
4RUSTMEWHEN)TELLYOUTHAT
THEh&INAL��vTELEVISIONSERIES
ISNOWHERENEARASMORBIDAS
ITSOUNDS�2ATHER�THISWELL
CRAFTEDCOLLECTIONOF��MINUTE
DOCUMENTARIESABOUTTHEFINAL
��HOURSOFVARIOUSCELEBRITIES
PROVIDESINTERESTINGINSIGHT
INTOSOMEOFTHEHIGHERPRO
FILEDEATHSINRECENTMEMORY�
4HEFIRSTFOURINSTALLMENTSARE
AVAILABLEON$6$�WITH
��MORESCHEDULEDTODROP
BETWEENNOWAND/CTOBER
�ANDFOCUSONMUSICGREATS
*ANIS*OPLINAND+EITH-OON�
.ICOLE"ROWN3IMPSONAND
FAMEDFASHIONDESIGNER'IANNI
6ERSACE�

)NADDITIONTOASERIESOF
INTERVIEWSWITHFRIENDS�FAMILY
ANDACQUAINTANCESWHOKNEW
THESUBJECTSINQUESTION�THERE
AREDRAMATICREENACTMENTS
OFMANYOFTHEEVENTSBEING
DISCUSSEDINTHEDOCUMENTARY�
4HESEDRAMATICSEQUENCES
AREEFFECTIVEWITHOUTBEING
CHEESYANDMANYOFTHEACTORS
INVOLVEDBEARASTRONGRESEM
BLANCETOTHOSEPEOPLETHEY
AREPORTRAYING�!NDTHOUGH
MANYVIEWERSMIGHTKNOW�OR
ATLEASTTHINKTHEYKNOW	THE
DETAILSSURROUNDINGTHEDEATHS
OF*OPLIN�-OON�3IMPSONAND

6ERSACE�THEDETAILWITHWHICHTHE
PRODUCTIONSAREPUTTOGETHERALMOST
CERTAINLYWILLSHEDSOMENEWLIGHTON
EACHOFTHESECASES�

4HE*OPLINAND6ERSACEINSTALL
MENTSARETHESTRONGESTOFTHEFOUR�
"ALANCINGTHEDETAILSOFTHEFATEFUL
h&INAL��vINEACHCASEWITHINTER
ESTINGBACKGROUNDMATERIALONTHEIR
RESPECTIVERISESTOPROMINENCEPRO
VIDESFORTWOFASCINATINGDOCUMEN
TARIES�4HOUGHWEAREAWARETHAT
*OPLIN�SLIFEWILLBECUTSHORTIN����
BYAHOTSHOTOFALMOSTPUREHEROIN
AND6ERSACEWILLBEGUNNEDDOWNIN
THESTREETBYACRAZEDFANIN�����
BOTHDOCUMENTARIESMANAGETOBUILD
SUFFICIENTSUSPENSEENROUTETOTHE
INEVITABLETRAGICCONCLUSIONS�

4HE3IMPSONDOCUMENTARYIS
ALMOSTASGOOD�EVENTHOUGHSHE
WASN�TACELEBRITYPRIORTOHER����
MURDER�ANDINTERVIEWSWITHHER
SISTERANDFORMERNEIGHBORSPAINT
AVIVIDPICTUREOFWHATSHEWASLIKE
BEFORE�DURINGANDAFTERHERMAR
RIAGETOFOOTBALLGREAT/�*�3IMPSON�
4HOSELOOKINGFORPROOFOF/�*��S
GUILTWILLBEDISAPPOINTED�BECAUSENO
DEFINITIVEBLAMEISALLEGED�

4HELEASTENJOYABLEINSTALLMENT�
THOUGHSTILLVERYWATCHABLE�ISTHE
ONEINVOLVING-OON�4HECRAZED
DRUMMERFORTHE7HO�WHODIEDIN
HISSLEEPIN����AFTEROVERDOSINGON
APRESCRIPTIONMEDICINETHATHELPED
CURBHISALCOHOLUSAGE�WASALARGER
THANLIFECHARACTER�AND)DON�TTHINK
h&INAL��vCAPTURESTHATASWELLASIT
MIGHTHAVE�!LENGTHYINTERVIEWWITH
HISLIVEINGIRLFRIENDATTHETIMEOF
HISDEATHISABONUS�BUT)WASHOP
INGFORMOREINSIGHTINTOh-OONTHE
,OON�v�*EFFREY3ISK
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.INTENDO�S h4HE ,EGEND OF :ELDAv IS
ONEOF THEMOSTBELOVED SERIES IN THEHIS
TORY OF VIDEO GAMES� BUT FEW COMPETITORS
HAVETRIEDTODUPLICATEITSWINNINGFORMULA�
"LENDING EPIC DRAMA� FASTPACED ACTION�
DEVIOUSPUZZLESANDBASICROLEPLAYING�THE
h:ELDAv FRANCHISE IS REALLY A GENRE OF ITS
OWN�WITHEACHNEWEPISODEDEFTLYMIXING
FAMILIARANDFRESHFEATURES�

4HIS YEAR� OTHER PUBLISHERS HAVE TRIED
TO CAPTURE SOME OF THE h:ELDAv MAGIC�
4HE TREND STARTED IN *ANUARY WITH 4(1�S
h$ARKSIDERS�v WHICH EXCELLED BY BLENDING
THEDEVIOUSDUNGEONSANDDEMANDINGBOSS
BATTLESOFh:ELDAvWITHTHESPLASHYGOREOF
h'ODOF7AR�v

h�$ $OT 'AME (EROESv �!TLUS� FOR
THE0LAY3TATION��������	 ISA FARMORE
BLATANT IMITATION OF h:ELDA�v PARTICULARLY
THE����CLASSICTHATLAUNCHEDTHESERIES�)T
TAKESPLACEINALANDCALLED$OTNIA�MODELED
ON.INTENDO�S(YRULE�4HEKINGHASGROWN
WEARYOFAMERETWODIMENSIONS�HOWEVER�
SO$OTNIA�S FLAT LANDSCAPEANDARCHITECTURE
HAVEBEENTRANSLATEDINTOAHEAVILYPIXILATED
�$� SO EVERYTHING LOOKS LIKE ITWASMADE
OUTOF,EGOBLOCKS�

/FCOURSE�ANEVILGENIUSISONTHELOOSE�
3OTHEHEROHASTOFIGHTMONSTERS�EXPLORE
TEMPLESANDUNEARTHARTIFACTSTHATWILLHELP
RESTORE PEACE� 9OU BEGIN WITH A SIMPLE
SWORD�ANDALONGTHEWAYYOUCOLLECTWEAP
ONSANDDEVICESSTRAIGHTOUTOFTHEh:ELDAv
ARSENAL� BOMBS� ARROWS� A BOOMERANG AND
THEEVERRELIABLEGRAPPLINGHOOK�

4HE DEVELOPER� *APAN�S &ROM 3OFTWARE�

HASMADEONLYTHESLIGHTESTEFFORTTODISGUISE
ITSINSPIRATIONS�9OURHEALTH�FOREXAMPLE�IS
REPRESENTEDBYAPPLESRATHERTHANTHEHEARTS
FOUND IN h:ELDA�v"UT THEWIT ONDISPLAY�
WITH FREQUENT REFERENCES TO GAMES DATING
BACKTOTHE����S�TURNSh�$$OTvFROMA
SLAVISHRIPOFFTOAKNOWINGHOMAGE�

)T DOES VENTURE FURTHER AFIELD THAN THE
GAMES OF THE �BIT ERA� WITH SIDE QUESTS
AND MINIGAMES TO DISTRACT FROM THE MAIN
MISSION�/NTHEOTHERHAND�THATLOOSENESS
MAKESITEASYTOMISSVITALAREASORGETLOST
ENTIRELY�h�$$OTvISN�TASSATISFYINGASTHE
BESTh:ELDAvADVENTURES�BUTIT�SASCLOSEAS
YOU�LLGETONTHE03��

h.IERv �3QUARE %NIX� FOR THE 8BOX
����0LAY3TATION��������	ISMOREREM
INISCENT OF LATER h:ELDAv INSTALLMENTS� )T�S
STRUCTUREDLIKETHE����LANDMARKh/CARINA
OF 4IME�v WITH A CENTRAL HUB SURROUNDED
BYMOREEXOTICCITIESANDDUNGEONS�WHICH
OPEN UP GRADUALLY AS THE HERO BECOMES
MOREPOWERFUL�

"UT h.IERv DOESN�T MERELY SETTLE FOR
h:ELDAv MIMICRY� AT TIMES� VETERAN GAM
ERS WILL BE REMINDED OF h2ESIDENT %VIL�v
h#ASTLEVANIA�vh)COv ANDEVEN THE ANCIENT
TEXTADVENTUREh:ORK�v

4HAT VARIETY ENSURES THAT h.IERv NEVER
GETSSTALE�BUTITALSOBENEFITSFROMANUNUSU
ALLYTENDERHEARTEDSTORY�)TSGRUFFHEROISN�T
INTERESTED IN SAVING THE WORLD� HE MERELY
WANTSTOFINDACUREFORHISAILINGDAUGHTER�
4HESUPPORTINGCHARACTERSINCLUDEATALKING
BOOKTHATSOUNDSLIKE!LAN2ICKMANANDAN
ASTONISHINGLY FOULMOUTHED WOMAN WHO�S
FIGHTINGHEROWNDEMONS�

@�$$OT��@.IER�OWEDEBTTO@:ELDA�


