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-!2,).'�฀h)฀3PEAK฀
"ECAUSE฀)฀#ANv฀
�!STRALWERKS	฀
�฀)F฀EVER฀THERE�S฀BEEN฀
A฀MORE฀TELLING฀SIGN฀OF฀
THE฀DUMBING฀DOWN฀OF฀
POP฀CULTURE�฀ESPECIALLY฀

MUSIC�฀WITNESS฀THAT฀4AYLOR฀3WIFT฀AND฀THE฀
*ONAS฀"ROS�฀ARE฀CONSIDERED฀WILDLY฀TALENTED฀
YOUNG฀MUSICIANS�฀)T�S฀ENOUGH฀TO฀MAKE฀YOU฀
WANT฀TO฀BURN฀IT฀DOWN�฀"UT฀THEN฀SOMEONE฀
LIKE฀,AURA฀-ARLING฀ENTERS฀THE฀PICTURE�฀A฀��

YEAR
OLD฀"RITISH฀FOLK฀ARTIST฀ON฀HER฀SECOND฀
FULL
LENGTH฀EFFORT�฀AN฀ALBUM฀SO฀STUNNINGLY฀
MATURE�฀DARK฀AND฀EMOTIONAL�฀IT฀COULD฀GIVE฀
ANYONE฀HOPE�

h)฀3PEAK฀"ECAUSE฀)฀#ANv฀IS฀A฀STUNNER฀
AND฀PROVES฀SHE฀ISN�T฀JUST฀SOME฀PRODIGY฀WHO฀
WAS฀HOISTED฀UP฀BY฀THE฀BLOGOSPHERE�฀3HE�S฀A฀

BUSTLING�฀INTELLIGENT฀ARTIST�฀WHOSE฀��฀SONGS฀
EASILY฀COULD฀HAVE฀FLOWED฀OUT฀OF฀HER฀AS฀TRAG

IC฀NOVELS฀AS฀MUCH฀AS฀THEY฀COULD฀SONGS�฀AND฀
CUTS฀SUCH฀AS฀THE฀BITING�฀SEEMINGLY฀BITTER฀
h(OPE฀IN฀THE฀!IR�v฀THE฀%URO
FOLK฀PAINTED฀
h!LPHA฀3HALLOWS�v฀THE฀TEARY�฀SLIGHTLY฀SELF

DEPRECATING฀h'OODBYE฀%NGLAND฀�#OVERED฀
IN฀3NOW	�v฀AND฀h2AMBLING฀-AN�v฀WHERE฀
SHE฀FRETS�฀h)T�S฀HARD฀TO฀ACCEPT฀YOURSELF฀AS฀
SOMEONE฀YOU฀DON�T฀DESIRE�v฀SHOW฀A฀DEPTH฀
AND฀SINCERITY฀THAT�S฀BASICALLY฀ABSENT฀FROM฀
MAINSTREAM฀MUSIC�฀-ARLING฀WISELY฀CHOSE฀
-UMFORD฀AND฀3ONS฀TO฀BACK฀HER�฀WHO฀
BREATHE฀EVEN฀MORE฀WIT฀INTO฀THIS฀EXCELLENT฀
DOCUMENT�฀SOMETHING฀THAT�฀IF฀THERE฀WAS฀
ANY฀JUSTICE�฀WOULD฀HAVE฀-ARLING฀ON฀THE฀
'RAMMY฀STAGE฀NEXT฀YEAR�฀�"RIAN฀+RASMAN	

,AURA฀-ARLING฀PLAYS฀THE฀7ARHOL฀TONIGHT฀
AT฀��฀-IDDLE฀%AST฀OPEN฀THE฀SHOW�฀4ICKETS฀ARE฀
����฀#ALL฀���
���
�����
AT฀��฀-IDDLE฀%AST฀OPEN฀THE฀SHOW�฀4ICKETS฀ARE฀AT฀��฀-IDDLE฀%AST฀OPEN฀THE฀SHOW�฀4ICKETS฀ARE฀

-).53฀4(%฀
"%!2�฀h/MNIv฀
�$ANGERBIRD	฀
�฀-INUS฀THE฀"EAR�S฀
WILLINGNESS฀TO฀EXPERI

MENT฀AND฀TRY฀NEW฀
THINGS฀IS฀OBVIOUS฀JUST฀
MOMENTS฀INTO฀THEIR฀

FOURTH฀ALBUM฀h/MNI�v฀.OT฀SATISFIED฀WITH฀
REMAINING฀RIGID฀IN฀THEIR฀JANGLY฀MATH฀ROCK�฀
THEY฀PUMP฀IN฀ELEMENTS฀OF฀���S฀FUNK�฀PSY

CHEDELICS�฀AND฀DANCE฀GROOVES฀THAT฀DRESS฀
UP฀AN฀ALBUM฀THAT�S฀PRACTICALLY฀DRIPPING฀IN฀
EROTIC฀STORYTELLING฀AND฀EVENING฀GET
TOGETH

ERS�

4HE฀RESULTS฀ARE฀MOSTLY฀A฀SUCCESS�฀4HEIR฀
ANGULAR฀BACKBONE฀REMAINS�฀IT�S฀JUST฀THAT฀
IT฀GETS฀SOME฀NEW฀CLOTHES฀TO฀WEAR�฀h-Y฀

4IME�v฀WHERE฀FRONTMAN�GUITARIST฀*AKE฀
3NIDER฀SMOOTHLY฀BEGS�฀h4OUCH฀ME฀IN฀THE฀
DARK�v฀GETS฀THE฀BED฀SHEETS฀UNFURLED฀FOR฀
WHAT�S฀NEXT�฀THAT฀BEING฀WATERY฀h3UMMER฀
!NGELv฀AND฀h(OLD฀-E฀$OWN�v฀WHICH฀
SOUND฀LIKE฀THEY฀WERE฀RIPPED฀FROM฀3TEELY฀
$AN�S฀PLAYBOOK�฀POWDER
FUELED฀h)NTO฀THE฀
-IRROR�v฀FEATURING฀SEDUCTIVE฀BACKING฀FROM฀
2ACHEL฀&LOTARD�฀AND฀CLOSER฀h&OOLED฀"Y฀
THE฀.IGHT�v฀A฀TWISTING�฀TURNING฀SONG฀THAT฀
DOCUMENTS฀THE฀MISTAKES฀PEOPLE฀MAKE฀WHEN฀
THE฀LIGHTS฀GO฀DOWN�฀7HAT฀DOESN�T฀WORK฀IS฀
WHEN฀THEY฀GO฀TOO฀FAR฀OFF฀BOARD�฀SUCH฀AS฀
h4HE฀4HIEF�v฀WHICH฀SOUNDS฀LIKE฀BAD฀-46฀
FODDER�฀AND฀h!NIMAL฀"ACKWARD�v฀WHICH฀
NEVER฀FINDS฀ITS฀LEGS�฀3TILL฀IT฀WAS฀A฀WORTHY฀
RISK฀THE฀BAND฀TOOK�฀ONE฀THAT�S฀SURE฀TO฀PAY฀
FURTHER฀DIVIDENDS฀WITH฀ALBUM฀FIVE�฀�"+	

(/52฀/&฀���฀
h4HE฀2ITUALISTv฀�%YES฀
,IKE฀3NOW	฀
�฀(OUR฀OF฀���S฀SECOND฀
ALBUM฀h4HE฀2ITUALISTv฀
ALMOST฀NEVER฀CAME฀TO฀
PASS�฀4HE฀BAND฀FELL฀INTO฀
DISPUTE฀WITH฀THEIR฀FOR


MER฀LABEL�฀AND฀THE฀DUO฀EVEN฀TEMPORARILY฀
PARTED฀WAYS�฀THUS฀ROBBING฀THE฀WORLD฀OF฀
ONE฀OF฀THE฀FINER฀THROWBACK฀DOOM฀METAL฀
BANDS฀GOING�฀,UCKILY�฀COOLER฀HEADS฀PRE

VAILED�฀WHICH฀LED฀TO฀THIS฀EIGHT
TRACK฀CAUL

DRON฀OF฀WITCHCRAFT฀THAT฀COULD฀BE฀ENJOYED฀
BY฀ANYONE฀WHO฀CLAIMS฀$IO�฀0ENTAGRAM�฀
"LACK฀3ABBATH฀OR฀THE฀$EVIL�S฀"LOOD฀AS฀THEIR฀

FAVORITES�

0HIL฀3WANSON�S฀SOARING�฀THREATENING฀
VOCALS฀STAY฀CLEAN฀THROUGHOUT�฀A฀REFRESHING฀
APPROACH฀THAT�S฀ACTUALLY฀FINDING฀ITS฀WAY฀
BACK฀AMONG฀OTHER฀BANDS฀OF฀THIS฀ILK�

4HE฀DARK฀ARTS฀ARE฀PREVALENT฀IN฀#HAD฀
$AVIS�฀WORK�฀AS฀HE฀PROVIDES฀THE฀EVIL฀CANVAS฀
FOR฀THESE฀TALES฀THAT฀PEAK฀ON฀THE฀TITLE฀TRACK�฀
WHERE฀3WANSON฀WARNS฀THAT฀HIS฀SUBJECT฀
MATTER฀WILL฀hSTRIP฀AWAY฀YOUR฀MORTAL฀SOULv�฀
h0OSSESSION�v฀WHICH฀CLAIMS฀A฀SLOWER�฀MORE฀
CHILLING฀PACE�฀AND฀THE฀)RON฀-AIDEN
FRIEND

LY�฀INEXPLICABLY฀VIOLENT฀h4HE฀#RAWLSPACE�v฀
WHICH฀WILL฀MAKE฀YOU฀HESITANT฀TO฀EVER฀GO฀
INTO฀THE฀ATTIC฀AGAIN�฀�"+	

$!.)%,฀
,)/.%9%�฀h6OL�฀))v฀
�4HE฀%ND	฀ ฀�฀)F฀฀�฀�
YOU฀LIKE฀NOISE฀AND฀DIS

TORTED฀COMPOSITION฀
FOLLOWED฀BY฀INCOHERENT฀
LYRICS�฀THEN฀HAVE฀)฀GOT฀
AN฀ALBUM฀FOR฀YOU�

3LIGHTLY฀LESS฀THAN฀��฀MINUTES฀OF฀RECORDED฀
SOUNDS฀OF฀PEOPLE฀FLAILING฀THEIR฀ARMS฀RAPIDLY฀
OVER฀GUITAR฀STRINGS฀AND฀BANGING฀ON฀DRUMS฀
WILL฀FILL฀YOUR฀#$฀OR฀MP�฀PLAYER฀SHOULD฀YOU฀
SELECT฀h6OL�฀))v฀FROM฀$ANIEL฀,IONEYE�

4HE฀ONLY฀TRACK฀OF฀CALMNESS฀IS฀THE฀��฀
SECONDS฀OF฀h3ATURNALIA�v฀&EEL฀FREE฀TO฀TURN฀
UP฀YOUR฀RADIO฀OR฀HEADSET�฀THEN฀HAVE฀IT฀BE฀

BLASTED฀INTO฀OBLIVION฀BY฀THE฀NEXT฀TRACK�฀
h.EOLITHIC฀7AY�v

4HIS฀RECORD฀NO฀DOUBT฀WILL฀BE฀ON฀THE฀TOP฀
��฀LIST฀OF฀ALBUMS฀FOR฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀LIKE฀TO฀
BANG฀THEIR฀HEADS฀ON฀WALLS฀AND฀HATE฀THEIR฀
PARENTS�

.OT฀TO฀GO฀ALL฀#LUBBER฀,ANG฀ON฀THE฀
FUTURE฀OF฀SOMEONE฀HAVING฀THIS฀RECORD�฀BUT฀
MY฀PREDICTION฀���฀PAIN�฀4HAT฀BEING฀SAID�฀IT฀
MAKES฀A฀GREAT฀GIFT฀FOR฀-OTHER�S฀$AY�฀4HE฀
#$฀CASE฀DOUBLES฀AS฀A฀CONTAINER฀FOR฀GOOD฀
MUSIC�

.ORMALLY�฀)฀WOULD฀PUT฀UP฀A฀DISCLAIMER฀
BEFORE฀A฀REVIEW฀LIKE฀THIS�฀BUT฀SARCASM฀AND฀
WISECRACKS฀LOOK฀A฀LOT฀BETTER�฀�-ICHAEL฀
$I6ITTORIO	

!.!2"/2�฀h4HE฀
7ORDS฀9OU฀$ON�T฀
3WALLOWv฀�(OPELESS	฀

฀�฀4HIS฀SOUL

FUL฀POP
PUNK฀GROUP฀
IS฀GOING฀TO฀BE฀/+�฀
h4HE฀7ORDS฀9OU฀$ON�T฀
3WALLOWv฀IS฀!NARBOR�S฀

FIRST฀FULL
LENGTH฀ALBUM�฀AND฀LIKE฀MANY฀
ROOKIE฀EFFORTS฀IT฀SHOWS฀PROMISE฀AND฀SOME฀
MISTAKES�

3LADE฀%CHEVERRIA�S฀VOCALS฀REALLY฀SHINE฀IN฀
h4HE฀7HOLE฀7ORLDv฀AND฀THE฀HIGH฀ENERGY฀
h-R�฀"IG฀3HOT�v

h$RUGSTORE฀$IETv฀FEATURES฀A฀SWEET฀GUI

TAR฀SOLO฀ABOUT฀TWO฀MINUTES฀IN�฀(OWEVER�฀
GUITAR฀WORK฀ON฀h4HIS฀#AN�T฀"E฀(EALTHYv฀

IS฀QUESTIONABLE�฀4HE฀HOOK฀AND฀OTHER฀PARTS฀
OF฀THE฀SONG฀ARE฀GREAT�฀3TEP฀IT฀UP�฀GUITARISTS฀
!DAM฀*UWIG฀AND฀-IKE฀+ITLAS�฀%CHEVERRIA฀IS฀
CARRYING฀YOU฀GUYS�

h'OING฀TO฀*AILv฀DETAILS฀AN฀INTERESTING฀
ENCOUNTER฀WITH฀LAW฀ENFORCEMENT�฀/THER฀
MUSICIANS฀AND฀ATHLETES฀COULD฀PROBABLY฀
SYMPATHIZE฀WITH฀THE฀SONG�฀

3KIPPABLE฀TRACKS฀ARE฀h'YPSY฀7OMAN�v฀
h,ET฀4HE฀'AMES฀"EGIN�v฀AND฀h)฀$O฀7HAT฀
)฀$O�v฀WHICH฀IS฀A฀COOL฀NAME฀FOR฀A฀WEAK฀
SONG�

(OPE฀THE฀RECORD฀LABEL฀SIGNED฀!NARBOR฀
TO฀SOME฀TYPE฀OF฀LONG
TERM฀DEAL�฀4HERE�S฀
STILL฀SOME฀DEVELOPMENT฀THAT฀NEEDS฀TO฀TAKE฀
PLACE�฀BUT฀THE฀BAND฀WILL฀BE฀A฀SOLID฀CON

TRIBUTOR฀TO฀ITS฀MUSIC฀GENRE�฀�-$	

-523฀�฀
�4(฀7/.$%2�฀
h&ORNEVERv฀�3-#	฀

�฀-URS฀IS฀A฀
7EST฀#OAST฀HIP
HOP฀
STORYTELLER�฀(IS฀PARTNER�฀
�TH฀7ONDER�฀IS฀A฀.ORTH฀
#AROLINA฀PRODUCER฀AND฀

DEEJAY�฀4OGETHER฀THEY฀ARE฀A฀COUPLE฀OF฀GUYS฀
MAKING฀SOME฀COOL�฀HEAD
BOBBING฀MUSIC�

h&ORNEVERv฀IS฀THE฀DUO�S฀FOURTH฀COLLABO

RATION�฀AND฀ONE฀OF฀MULTIPLE฀ALBUMS฀EXPECT

ED฀TO฀BE฀RELEASED฀BY฀-URS฀THIS฀YEAR�฀

h4HE฀,ICK�v฀FEATURING฀6ERBS�฀FEATURES฀A฀
SLICK฀MELODY฀AND฀SIMPLE฀BASS฀LINE�฀AND฀TELLS฀
A฀STORY฀SIMILAR฀TO฀3NOOP฀$OGG�S฀h,ODI฀
$ODI�v฀ONLY฀WITH฀MORE฀DETAILS�฀h!SIAN฀

'IRL�v฀FEATURING฀�THMATIC�฀IS฀AN฀ODE฀TO฀
WOMEN฀OF฀THE฀&AR฀%AST�

h,ET฀-E฀4ALK�v฀FEATURING฀3UGA฀&REE�฀IS฀A฀
HILARIOUS฀TAKE฀ON฀ARGUMENTS฀COUPLES฀HAVE฀
AT฀TIMES�฀)T฀BEGINS฀WITH฀THE฀MAN฀TRYING฀TO฀
AVOID฀THE฀CONFRONTATION�฀BLAMING฀IT฀ON฀THE฀
hCYCLE฀OF฀THE฀MOON�v฀AND฀EVENTUALLY฀LEADS฀
TO฀AN฀ALL
OUT฀VERBAL฀ONSLAUGHT�฀INCLUDING฀
TAKING฀SHOTS฀AT฀OTHER฀FAMILY฀MEMBERS�

7ITH฀COOKOUT฀SEASON฀FAST฀APPROACHING�฀
THIS฀ALBUM฀WILL฀BLEND฀IN�฀AS฀ONE฀#ALIFORNIA฀
WRITER฀NOTED�฀LIKE฀BARBECUES฀AND฀BACKYARDS�฀

7EST฀#OAST฀RAPPING฀LEGEND฀+RUPT฀ALSO฀
ACCENTS฀TWO฀SONGS฀ON฀THIS฀��
TRACK฀EFFORT�฀
BUT฀ONLY฀ONE�฀THE฀TITLE฀TRACK�฀IS฀WORTH฀MEN

TIONING�฀!NOTHER฀SKIPPABLE฀TRACK฀IS฀h7EST฀
#OAST฀#INDERELLA�v฀�-$	

h*ANIS฀*OPLIN�฀(ER฀&INAL฀
(OURSv฀�-6$฀6ISUAL	฀

�฀h+EITH฀-OON�฀(IS฀
&INAL฀(OURSv฀�-6$฀6ISUAL	฀

�฀h.ICOLE฀"ROWN฀
3IMPSON�฀(ER฀&INAL฀(OURSv฀
�-6$฀6ISUAL	฀ �฀
h6ERSACE�฀(IS฀&INAL฀(OURSv฀
�-6$฀6ISUAL	฀ ฀�฀
4RUST฀ME฀WHEN฀)฀TELL฀YOU฀THAT฀
THE฀h&INAL฀��v฀TELEVISION฀SERIES฀
IS฀NOWHERE฀NEAR฀AS฀MORBID฀AS฀
IT฀SOUNDS�฀2ATHER�฀THIS฀WELL

CRAFTED฀COLLECTION฀OF฀��
MINUTE฀
DOCUMENTARIES฀ABOUT฀THE฀FINAL฀
��฀HOURS฀OF฀VARIOUS฀CELEBRITIES฀
PROVIDES฀INTERESTING฀INSIGHT฀
INTO฀SOME฀OF฀THE฀HIGHER
PRO

FILE฀DEATHS฀IN฀RECENT฀MEMORY�฀
4HE฀FIRST฀FOUR฀INSTALLMENTS฀ARE฀
AVAILABLE฀ON฀$6$฀�฀WITH฀
��฀MORE฀SCHEDULED฀TO฀DROP฀
BETWEEN฀NOW฀AND฀/CTOBER฀
�฀AND฀FOCUS฀ON฀MUSIC฀GREATS฀
*ANIS฀*OPLIN฀AND฀+EITH฀-OON�฀
.ICOLE฀"ROWN฀3IMPSON฀AND฀
FAMED฀FASHION฀DESIGNER฀'IANNI฀
6ERSACE�

)N฀ADDITION฀TO฀A฀SERIES฀OF฀
INTERVIEWS฀WITH฀FRIENDS�฀FAMILY฀
AND฀ACQUAINTANCES฀WHO฀KNEW฀
THE฀SUBJECTS฀IN฀QUESTION�฀THERE฀
ARE฀DRAMATIC฀RE
ENACTMENTS฀
OF฀MANY฀OF฀THE฀EVENTS฀BEING฀
DISCUSSED฀IN฀THE฀DOCUMENTARY�฀
4HESE฀DRAMATIC฀SEQUENCES฀
ARE฀EFFECTIVE฀WITHOUT฀BEING฀
CHEESY฀AND฀MANY฀OF฀THE฀ACTORS฀
INVOLVED฀BEAR฀A฀STRONG฀RESEM

BLANCE฀TO฀THOSE฀PEOPLE฀THEY฀
ARE฀PORTRAYING�฀!ND฀THOUGH฀
MANY฀VIEWERS฀MIGHT฀KNOW฀�OR฀
AT฀LEAST฀THINK฀THEY฀KNOW	฀THE฀
DETAILS฀SURROUNDING฀THE฀DEATHS฀
OF฀*OPLIN�฀-OON�฀3IMPSON฀AND฀

6ERSACE�฀THE฀DETAIL฀WITH฀WHICH฀THE฀
PRODUCTIONS฀ARE฀PUT฀TOGETHER฀ALMOST฀
CERTAINLY฀WILL฀SHED฀SOME฀NEW฀LIGHT฀ON฀
EACH฀OF฀THESE฀CASES�

4HE฀*OPLIN฀AND฀6ERSACE฀INSTALL

MENTS฀ARE฀THE฀STRONGEST฀OF฀THE฀FOUR�฀
"ALANCING฀THE฀DETAILS฀OF฀THE฀FATEFUL฀
h&INAL฀��v฀IN฀EACH฀CASE฀WITH฀INTER

ESTING฀BACKGROUND฀MATERIAL฀ON฀THEIR฀
RESPECTIVE฀RISES฀TO฀PROMINENCE฀PRO

VIDES฀FOR฀TWO฀FASCINATING฀DOCUMEN

TARIES�฀4HOUGH฀WE฀ARE฀AWARE฀THAT฀
*OPLIN�S฀LIFE฀WILL฀BE฀CUT฀SHORT฀IN฀����฀
BY฀A฀HOT฀SHOT฀OF฀ALMOST฀PURE฀HEROIN฀
AND฀6ERSACE฀WILL฀BE฀GUNNED฀DOWN฀IN฀
THE฀STREET฀BY฀A฀CRAZED฀FAN฀IN฀�����฀
BOTH฀DOCUMENTARIES฀MANAGE฀TO฀BUILD฀
SUFFICIENT฀SUSPENSE฀EN฀ROUTE฀TO฀THE฀
INEVITABLE฀TRAGIC฀CONCLUSIONS�

4HE฀3IMPSON฀DOCUMENTARY฀IS฀
ALMOST฀AS฀GOOD฀�฀EVEN฀THOUGH฀SHE฀
WASN�T฀A฀CELEBRITY฀PRIOR฀TO฀HER฀����฀
MURDER฀�฀AND฀INTERVIEWS฀WITH฀HER฀
SISTER฀AND฀FORMER฀NEIGHBORS฀฀PAINT฀
A฀VIVID฀PICTURE฀OF฀WHAT฀SHE฀WAS฀LIKE฀
BEFORE�฀DURING฀AND฀AFTER฀HER฀MAR

RIAGE฀TO฀FOOTBALL฀GREAT฀/�*�฀3IMPSON�฀
4HOSE฀LOOKING฀FOR฀PROOF฀OF฀/�*��S฀
GUILT฀WILL฀BE฀DISAPPOINTED�฀BECAUSE฀NO฀
DEFINITIVE฀BLAME฀IS฀ALLEGED�

4HE฀LEAST฀ENJOYABLE฀INSTALLMENT�฀
THOUGH฀STILL฀VERY฀WATCHABLE�฀IS฀THE฀
ONE฀INVOLVING฀-OON�฀4HE฀CRAZED฀
DRUMMER฀FOR฀THE฀7HO�฀WHO฀DIED฀IN฀
HIS฀SLEEP฀IN฀����฀AFTER฀OVERDOSING฀ON฀
A฀PRESCRIPTION฀MEDICINE฀THAT฀HELPED฀
CURB฀HIS฀ALCOHOL฀USAGE�฀WAS฀A฀LARGER

THAN
LIFE฀CHARACTER�฀AND฀)฀DON�T฀THINK฀
h&INAL฀��v฀CAPTURES฀THAT฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀IT฀
MIGHT฀HAVE�฀!฀LENGTHY฀INTERVIEW฀WITH฀
HIS฀LIVE
IN฀GIRLFRIEND฀AT฀THE฀TIME฀OF฀
HIS฀DEATH฀IS฀A฀BONUS�฀BUT฀)฀WAS฀HOP

ING฀FOR฀MORE฀INSIGHT฀INTO฀h-OON฀THE฀
,OON�v฀�฀*EFFREY฀3ISK

"Y฀,/5฀+%34%.
!SSOCIATED฀0RESS฀7RITER

.INTENDO�S฀ h4HE฀ ,EGEND฀ OF฀ :ELDAv฀ IS฀
ONE฀OF฀ THE฀MOST฀BELOVED฀ SERIES฀ IN฀ THE฀HIS

TORY฀ OF฀ VIDEO฀ GAMES�฀ BUT฀ FEW฀ COMPETITORS฀
HAVE฀TRIED฀TO฀DUPLICATE฀ITS฀WINNING฀FORMULA�฀
"LENDING฀ EPIC฀ DRAMA�฀ FAST
PACED฀ ACTION�฀
DEVIOUS฀PUZZLES฀AND฀BASIC฀ROLE
PLAYING�฀THE฀
h:ELDAv฀ FRANCHISE฀ IS฀ REALLY฀ A฀ GENRE฀ OF฀ ITS฀
OWN�฀WITH฀EACH฀NEW฀EPISODE฀DEFTLY฀MIXING฀
FAMILIAR฀AND฀FRESH฀FEATURES�

4HIS฀ YEAR�฀ OTHER฀ PUBLISHERS฀ HAVE฀ TRIED฀
TO฀ CAPTURE฀ SOME฀ OF฀ THE฀ h:ELDAv฀ MAGIC�฀
4HE฀ TREND฀ STARTED฀ IN฀ *ANUARY฀ WITH฀ 4(1�S฀
h$ARKSIDERS�v฀ WHICH฀ EXCELLED฀ BY฀ BLENDING฀
THE฀DEVIOUS฀DUNGEONS฀AND฀DEMANDING฀BOSS฀
BATTLES฀OF฀h:ELDAv฀WITH฀THE฀SPLASHY฀GORE฀OF฀
h'OD฀OF฀7AR�v

h�$฀ $OT฀ 'AME฀ (EROESv฀ �!TLUS�฀ FOR฀
THE฀0LAY3TATION฀��฀������	฀ IS฀A฀ FAR฀MORE฀
BLATANT฀ IMITATION฀ OF฀ h:ELDA�v฀ PARTICULARLY฀
THE฀����฀CLASSIC฀THAT฀LAUNCHED฀THE฀SERIES�฀)T฀
TAKES฀PLACE฀IN฀A฀LAND฀CALLED฀$OTNIA�฀MODELED฀
ON฀.INTENDO�S฀(YRULE�฀4HE฀KING฀HAS฀GROWN฀
WEARY฀OF฀A฀MERE฀TWO฀DIMENSIONS�฀HOWEVER�฀
SO฀$OTNIA�S฀ FLAT฀ LANDSCAPE฀AND฀ARCHITECTURE฀
HAVE฀BEEN฀TRANSLATED฀INTO฀A฀HEAVILY฀PIXILATED฀
�
$�฀ SO฀ EVERYTHING฀ LOOKS฀ LIKE฀ IT฀WAS฀MADE฀
OUT฀OF฀,EGO฀BLOCKS�

/F฀COURSE�฀AN฀EVIL฀GENIUS฀IS฀ON฀THE฀LOOSE�฀
3O฀THE฀HERO฀HAS฀TO฀FIGHT฀MONSTERS�฀EXPLORE฀
TEMPLES฀AND฀UNEARTH฀ARTIFACTS฀THAT฀WILL฀HELP฀
RESTORE฀ PEACE�฀ 9OU฀ BEGIN฀ WITH฀ A฀ SIMPLE฀
SWORD�฀AND฀ALONG฀THE฀WAY฀YOU฀COLLECT฀WEAP

ONS฀AND฀DEVICES฀STRAIGHT฀OUT฀OF฀THE฀h:ELDAv฀
ARSENAL�฀ BOMBS�฀ ARROWS�฀ A฀ BOOMERANG฀ AND฀
THE฀EVER฀RELIABLE฀GRAPPLING฀HOOK�

4HE฀ DEVELOPER�฀ *APAN�S฀ &ROM฀ 3OFTWARE�฀

HAS฀MADE฀ONLY฀THE฀SLIGHTEST฀EFFORT฀TO฀DISGUISE฀
ITS฀INSPIRATIONS�฀9OUR฀HEALTH�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀IS฀
REPRESENTED฀BY฀APPLES฀RATHER฀THAN฀THE฀HEARTS฀
FOUND฀ IN฀ h:ELDA�v฀"UT฀ THE฀WIT฀ ON฀DISPLAY�฀
WITH฀ FREQUENT฀ REFERENCES฀ TO฀ GAMES฀ DATING฀
BACK฀TO฀THE฀����S�฀TURNS฀h�$฀$OTv฀FROM฀A฀
SLAVISH฀RIP
OFF฀TO฀A฀KNOWING฀HOMAGE�

)T฀ DOES฀ VENTURE฀ FURTHER฀ AFIELD฀ THAN฀ THE฀
GAMES฀ OF฀ THE฀ �
BIT฀ ERA�฀ WITH฀ SIDE฀ QUESTS฀
AND฀ MINIGAMES฀ TO฀ DISTRACT฀ FROM฀ THE฀ MAIN฀
MISSION�฀/N฀THE฀OTHER฀HAND�฀THAT฀LOOSENESS฀
MAKES฀IT฀EASY฀TO฀MISS฀VITAL฀AREAS฀OR฀GET฀LOST฀
ENTIRELY�฀h�$฀$OTv฀ISN�T฀AS฀SATISFYING฀AS฀THE฀
BEST฀h:ELDAv฀ADVENTURES�฀BUT฀IT�S฀AS฀CLOSE฀AS฀
YOU�LL฀GET฀ON฀THE฀03��

h.IERv฀ �3QUARE฀ %NIX�฀ FOR฀ THE฀ 8BOX฀
����฀0LAY3TATION฀��฀������	฀IS฀MORE฀REM

INISCENT฀ OF฀ LATER฀ h:ELDAv฀ INSTALLMENTS�฀ )T�S฀
STRUCTURED฀LIKE฀THE฀����฀LANDMARK฀h/CARINA฀
OF฀ 4IME�v฀ WITH฀ A฀ CENTRAL฀ HUB฀ SURROUNDED฀
BY฀MORE฀EXOTIC฀CITIES฀AND฀DUNGEONS�฀WHICH฀
OPEN฀ UP฀ GRADUALLY฀ AS฀ THE฀ HERO฀ BECOMES฀
MORE฀POWERFUL�

"UT฀ h.IERv฀ DOESN�T฀ MERELY฀ SETTLE฀ FOR฀
h:ELDAv฀ MIMICRY�฀ AT฀ TIMES�฀ VETERAN฀ GAM

ERS฀ WILL฀ BE฀ REMINDED฀ OF฀ h2ESIDENT฀ %VIL�v฀
h#ASTLEVANIA�v฀h)COv฀ AND฀EVEN฀ THE฀ ANCIENT฀
TEXT฀ADVENTURE฀h:ORK�v

4HAT฀ VARIETY฀ ENSURES฀ THAT฀ h.IERv฀ NEVER฀
GETS฀STALE�฀BUT฀IT฀ALSO฀BENEFITS฀FROM฀AN฀UNUSU

ALLY฀TENDERHEARTED฀STORY�฀)TS฀GRUFF฀HERO฀ISN�T฀
INTERESTED฀ IN฀ SAVING฀ THE฀ WORLD�฀ HE฀ MERELY฀
WANTS฀TO฀FIND฀A฀CURE฀FOR฀HIS฀AILING฀DAUGHTER�฀
4HE฀SUPPORTING฀CHARACTERS฀INCLUDE฀A฀TALKING฀
BOOK฀THAT฀SOUNDS฀LIKE฀!LAN฀2ICKMAN฀AND฀AN฀
ASTONISHINGLY฀ FOUL
MOUTHED฀ WOMAN฀ WHO�S฀
FIGHTING฀HER฀OWN฀DEMONS�

@�$฀$OT��฀@.IER�฀OWE฀DEBT฀TO฀@:ELDA�


