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She died in a hotel room in Fort Lauderdale on Feb. 7, 2007, where she ingested a lethal mixture of chloral

hydrate, other sedatives, antibiotics and more. She had come to the city in order to buy a yacht with her

husband, lawyer Howard Stern, but had been stricken with the flu on top of an infection from injecting human

growth hormone. For the full story, snag this DVD.

‘Final 24: David Koresh-His Final Hours,’ (MVDvisual, HHHH)

Many people remember the events of April 18, 1993, when the Branch Davidians’ Waco compound burned to

the ground at the end of the longest siege in modern U.S. law-enforcement history. This DVD tells of the

charismatic, sociopathic leader of the cult, David Koresh.

As the son of a teen mother, he had endured

stepfathers and in-school harassment while growing

up; but through careful manipulation and gifted

oratory, had built a group of followers, most of

whom died with him as the Davidians set their

compound on fire rather than come out and

surrender to the assault waged on them by the FBI

and ATF.

This volume, like the ones above, has an actor who

physically resembles its subject much more than the

earlier Janis Joplin and Keith Moon volumes. The Sid

Vicious volume will wrap things up next week.

‘Common Ground,’ Walter Trout (Provogue

Records, HHHH 1/2)

This July 6 CD is the latest from blues

guitarist/vocalist Walter Trout, who has played with

lots of different people but is probably most beloved

by U.S. blues backers for his tenure in John Mayall’s

Bluesbreakers. Since John encouraged him to start

his solo career in 1989, he’s been touring nearly

non-stop; and this is his 20th album.

The studio band supporting Trout is truly top-notch:

drum legend Kenny Aronoff (John Mellencamp, John

Fogerty), New Orleans keyboard whiz Jon Cleary

and bassist Hutch Hutchinson (both currently playing

with Bonnie Raitt). Producer John Porter has worked with artists from The Smiths to B.B. King.

Blues backers will want this CD, with highlights like the sincere title song, barn-burners like “Loaded Gun”

and “Wrapped Up in the Blues,” a snarky shuffle.

Grab it at local stores or online.

Ricky Flake, a former punk rocker and music fan who lives in Biloxi, can be reached at

rickyflake@bellsouth.net.
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