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boss I's leavin’ “fore | do somethin’ crazy, wind up on
the news.”

The liner notes inside of Good Work, If
You Can Get it mention that the album is a good
representation of what you'd hear if you came

to one of Chad Nordhoff's gigs in Memphis. I'd

say, based on what | heard when | listened to this
album, it's about time to make the trip
-- Johnny “Full Time” Luttrell

Hunter S. Thompson - Final
24 - His Final Hours
(MVD Visual)
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Hunter Thompson lived the life that many of us

i envy. His steadfast idealism took him on a journey
that certainly wasn't easy, but in the end, he did

what, and when, he wanted. The fact that he's
an icon of independent thinking and considered
among America’s most inspirational and gifted
writers places him alongside names like Burroughs
or Kerouac. But you can read numerous bios

! and watch documentaries to get his detailed

background, and this is not the place for all that.
Suffice to say, this 60-minute TV
program chiefly examines, in detail, the last hours

. of aman ravaged by years of drugs and drinks who
i felt he was losing the freedoms he'd so gallantly

fought for over the course of his storied life.
Thompson took his own life in 2005 at
the age of 67. His passing caused no speculation
nor controversy. He had warned of it years before,
and his failing health (coupled with painkillers
and bourbon) only served to stoke the internal
fires within the troubled man's mind. Final 24
recreates scenes from Thompson's final hours,
and does an admirable job illustrating the scenes
leading up to his demise. As well, friends and
family are interviewed, so there are valid insights
here. As a bio, though, Final 24 only scratches the
surface. That it's merely focused on the morbid
aspects of the author's final moments is evidence
that there are better and more comprehensive
docs out there, and this one’s really only for the
serious fans and students of Dr. Thompson's life
and times. R.I.P. Doc.
-- Todd Zachritz
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Neurosis — Enemy of the Sun
(Neurot Recordings)
Fokhk

Originally released in 1994 on Alternative Tentacles,
this earl-;r Neurosis album shows the Oakland
band growing into their trademark symbiosis
of tribal percussion, dark industrial ambience,
and full-throttle aggro-metal. Since becoming
an icon of what’s now termed “post-metal”
Neurosis’ blackened soundscapes (which owe an
acknowledged debt to early SWANS) paved the way
for so many later acts, it’s hard to even quantify

Here, the band open with the raw “Lost,”
which is almost asphyxiating in its density and
painful throb/grind. “Raze The Stray” opens with
the atmospheric vocals of Erika Little, accented by
piano and keyboards. But this is soon interrupted
by a screaming rupture of drums, primal shouts, and
grinding guitars. The track returns to the moodier
sound thereafter, creating an epic dirge that pulses
and shifts to and fro. It’s a little reminiscent of
(Contralled Bleeding side project) Skin Chamber
as well, who were working in a similar arena at the
time, daring to join experimental industrial sounds
and textures with brutal grind metal. The title track
is a feral assault, with samples augmenting the
percussive attack.

Neurosis' success lies in that they have
learned to temper their destructive and primal urges
with moments of stark, blissful beauty. And their

varied use of nontraditional metal instruments also-

ups the ante, “The Time of the Beasts,” for example,
dares to include horns, even, creating an almost
dusky Southwestern vibe amidst the pounding
noise, which segues into the 16-minute drum circle
Fans of defunct

and didgeridoo piece, "Cleanse.
California
Crash Worship will appreciate this wickedly
esoteric track.

tribal-percussion  voodoo-conjurers

To make this reissue a worthy purchase
for fans who may already have an earlier pressing,
Neurot Recordings has sweetened the deal with
two bonus tracks - a demo of “Takeahnase” and
a live version of “Cleanse.” Enemy of the Sun is a
78-minute set of dark tribal grind metal with few
equals. Recommended.

-- Todd Zachritz
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