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Released on August 24, Marvin Gaye - His Final Hours presents a brief biography of Motown 

superstar Marvin Gaye and details his last day. On April 1, 1984, he was shot to death by his father.

Considered one of the most successful recording artists 

in the world, Marvin Gaye had experienced career ups 

and downs—the downs due to his cocaine addiction. 

When he died, he had been depressed for 

approximately six months, and many of those close to 

him believed he was suicidal.

Gaye was living with his parents (in a home he had 

given them) after a tiring one-year tour. There was a 

great deal of tension between him and his father (Marvin 

Gay, Sr.) over the junkies and drug dealers who were 

frequenting their home.

Tension and bitterness had been the hallmark of the relationship 

between Gaye and his father. As a child, Marvin Gaye frequently 

clashed with the strict disciplinarian that his father was. Marvin Gay, 

Sr., had made it very clear to his children that if they disrespected him, 

they would be in a world of trouble. He often told them, “I brought you 

into this world, and I can take you out.” Beginning at about the age of 

seven, Gaye was administered regular beatings. He had a very close 

relationship with his mother, which was another source of his father’s 

irritation.

Strict discipline was not unusual for a kid born in the early 1940s, but having a father who wore 

women’s clothing openly, and did not care what others thought was an additional burden for Gaye. 

His father was also a minister—I know what you’re thinking, one of these things doesn’t go with the 

others…minister, strict disciplinarian, transvestite. Pick your favorite cliché here: “it is what it is,” or 

“you never know.” Dad was also a bit fond of alcohol.

When Marvin Gaye was five years old he began singing gospel and people marveled at his beautiful 

voice. On his way to Motown, where he made his mark and his millions, he added the “e” to his last 
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name. Despite his success, his father (who was living off 

Gaye’s royalties) never approved of his career.
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