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DVD Review: Truth or Dare?: A Critical Madness

(1986)

When I received this dvd in

the main for review from

MVD Entertainment, I didn't

know what to expect. I'd

never heard of the film

before, despite the

accompanying press

materials touting it as an

"all-time horror classic!" and

"one of the top 13 slasher

movies of all time!" As I

looked at the case, I started

to get worried. The DVD

cover was red flag #1--the

skullface/crazyeyes

photoshop job, the cartoon

ants, the notebook-paper-on-fire copy background. That copy was

red flag #2, as the flick's main selling point seemed to be that it

"Includes a special performance from a young A.J. McLean of

The Backstreet Boys!" Add the fact that there were no actual

production stills anywhere to be found, and well, parishioners,

perhaps you'll forgive me for having been a little doubtful about

the quality of the film I was about to view.

The good news is, I shouldn't have been. Made near the beginning

of the straight-to-VHS horror boom of the 80s, Tim Ritter's 1986

effort Truth or Dare?: A Critical Madness, delivers more than just

two punctuation marks in a row--it's got unintentionally hilarious

plotting, wonderfully budget-challenged gore, totally committed

performances from semi-professional actors, and enough

off-the-wall skewiness to keep any mad movie fan entertained

throughout. Plus it's got that charming sincerity and passion that

lifts some films above the merely bad into the rarefied realm of

the glorious failure.
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(Too Ribald for the Employed!)

Fuck Yeah Paul Naschy!

TH E  V I C A R ' S  TW I T T E R  F E E D

REAL Monsters of the Deep!

http://tinyurl.com/2enet62 [via

Dark Roasted Blend] 24 minutes ago

READ THIS! In case you missed it, a

wonderful post at

@frankensteinia, FRANKENSTEIN

STALKS THE FAIRGROUND

http://tinyurl.com/239o7tg about

an hour ago

Also on my Tumblr: Images of

ZANGoddess Marisa Mell:

http://tinyurl.com/2wfmzhg [via

Hell's Kitchen] about 18 hours ago

Serious cottonmouth this afternoon.

Did I accidentally eat a bag of

silica chips again? :o about 20 hours

ago

@thedarkhours But the fact is, it's

boxes of human blood, just

sitting there. I'm prob not

explaining it well. :/ about 23 hours
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[BANNER VIA  NA SCHY.COM; CL ICK  TO VI SIT  & OFFER CONDOLENCES]

S E N D  A L L  I N Q U I R I E S ,  O F F E R I N G S ,  A N D  B R I B E S  T O :  S C O T T . A X E M A N  [ A T ]  G M A I L  [ D O T ]  C O M

--

D O N ' T  G E T  E V E N . . . G E T  M A D !

A L L  R EVI EW S  A ND  O T H ER  W R I T I NG S  ©  T H E  VI C A R  A ND  T H E  DUKE  ( S .  S T A NDR I DGE ,  N.  G I L L M OR E )  2 0 0 7 ,  2 0 0 8 ,  2 0 0 9 ,  2 0 1 0

UNL E S S  O T H ERW I S E  NOT ED .  A S K US  BE FOR E  YOU R EPR I NT  A NYT H I NG ,  O R  W E  O R  OUR  L EGA L  R EPR E S ENT A T I VE S  W I L L  G L EEFUL L Y

S W A L L OW  YOUR  S OUL .

MOST  EXCEL L ENT  BANNER  BY  KARSWEL L  OF  THE  HORRORS OF  IT  AL L !
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