Zombies DON'T Run: Truth or Dare?: A Critical Madness (1986) http://zombiesdontrun.blogspot.com/2010/07/truth-or-dare-critical-madne...

Share Report Abuse Next Blog» Create Blog Sign In

1of11 7/29/2010 10:28 AM



Zombies DON'T Run: Truth or Dare?: A Critical Madness (1986)

2 0f11

TUESDAY, JULY 27, 2010

| dare you to read this review.

Truth or Dare?: A Critical Madness (1986)
Directed By: Tim Ritter (Wicked Game: Truth
or Dare? 2)

The Prologue

Some of you may recall in the early days of
this web-site, even before seeing the film for
myself, | went into a bit of a campaign hoping
someone would hear me and finally release
the then out of print Truth or Dare?: A
Critical Madness back on DVD. Finally
someone did in the form of MVD. And | am now given the honor to review the
brand spanking new DVD that not only has this outrageously gory movie on it, but
some cool special features as well.

The Movie

Mike Strauber just wants what everyone wants. He wants to feel accepted and be
loved. Mike has a wife he loves dear named, Sharon..but the thing is Sharon has
become bored with the relationship. Mike unable to catch the hints walks in on
Sharon in bed with another man, but not just any man, his best friend Jerry. Unable
to deal with this drastic disappointment Mike snaps, and sets on a blood soaked
mission to play a twisted little game of truth or dare?

I've used the term so bad it's good before. However, to me, Truth or Dare? is soo
bad it's awesome. There are moments in this film that will make you question just
what the heck you've seen. There are moments that will make you roll your eyes
and laugh. But somehow it all mixes together to make a very watchable film that is
packed with twisted enjoyment. Plus, you got to really hand it to Tim Ritter. He
made this film on a very shoestring budget, yet still he makes it a lot of fun.

While the gore isn't what you'd come to expect from movies with more money
placed into them then or today, you get gore that just makes you feel dirty at times
watching. That pretty much alone is all you need to turn a film into a cult classic. As
the story moves along we see Mike go from a guy obsessed with his game to a
man who jacks a car and loads it up with some of the most random murder
weapons you could see. Lets see, just what does Mike randomly pull out? There's a
machine gun, a chainsaw, a machete, a pair of nun-chucks, and some other old
barbarian type weapon that | have no idea what you'd call it..Good times!!

They also try to get over his copper mask he starts wearing in the film but | just
don't think it catches on a well as Jason's hockey mask or Michael Myers' repainted
Shatner mask. The key to this film and the selling point is what it's named after,
Truth or Dare? Anyone could just toss on any old mask and try to make a horror
icon with it but it doesn't have the same unique feel of someone randomly asking
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another person to "Cut their finger off".

But as | said the film is so awesomely bad it's crazy. The acting is very spotty.
However, | do think John Brace does a great job as Mike. There are some
comedic/dark humor moments that sometimes work and sometimes don't. Also not
only do you have to pay close attention to the details of just how Mike ends up with
all the weapons he has nearing the end of the film. You better set yourself up for
one of the un-logical endings you're ever going to see. I'm not sure if that's due to
some bad editing or what, but it holds things back a bit. That all being said, | think
you should all see this movie at least once.

The Conclusion

The movie would go on to spawn two official sequels from Ritter titled Wicked
Games and Screaming for Sanity: Truth or Dare 3. It also has an unofficial
sequel called Writer's Block. Not sure about any of those, but this is a keeper for
many uncommon reasons. | also should probably note that playing the role of the
young Mike in this film is Backstreet Boy A.J. McLean..I kid you not.

So do yourself a favor and pick this cult classic up for a very good price over
at MVD. It's been a long time coming and finally the new DVD is here.

The Rating (6.5/10)
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deadly night (10) so much for a hero (10) after drark
horrorfest (9) anchor bay (9) dawn of the dead (9) day of
the dead (9) saw (9) the evil dead (9) the texas
chainsaw massacre (9) toys (9) paranormal (8) scream
(8) vampires (8) cloverfield (7) drama (7) grindhouse (7) they
said it best (7) tom savini (7) torture (7) blue underground (6)
hack movies (6) holiday (6) monsters (6) night of the living dead
(6) paranormal activity (6) predator (6) the house of the devil (6)
top 10 (6) black christmas (5) bruce campbell (5) comic books
(5) full moon entertainment (5) my bloody valentine (5) robots (5)
sam raimi (5) the prowler (5) virus (5) awards (4) cannibalism (4)
cover art (4) crime (4) grindhouse releasing (4) house of 1000
corpses (4) house of the devil (4) jj abrams (4) list (4) music (4)
quentin tarantino (4) r.i.p. (4) rob zombie (4) scream 4 (4) short
films (4) survival of the dead (4) the return of the living dead (4)
the toxic avenger (4) troma (4) truth or dare a critical madness (4)
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(3) double dragon (3) eco friendly (3) fright night (3) giallo (3)
happy halloween (3) kick-ass (3) land of the dead (3) let the right
one in (3) lucio fulci (3) maniac (3) paranormal activity 2 (3)
poltergeist (3) psychopaths (3) rec (3) sequels (3) super 8 (3) the
blair witch (3) the last house on the left (3) torso (3) tv (3) web ring
of horror (3) werewolves (3) 3-D (2) 90's (2) babysitter wanted (2)
basket case (2) blitzkrieg escape from stalag 69 (2) books (2)
cartoons (2) castlevania (2) cry wolf (2) dario argento (2) dark
bunny tees (2) deadgirl (2) death proof (2) dr.giggles (2) evil bong
(2) face off (2) faces of death (2) fake movie posters (2) fangoria
(2) flight of the living dead (2) fright night 2 (2) games (2)
ghostbusters (2) he-man (2) hellraiser (2) i drink your blood (2) i
spit on your grave (2) ichi the killer (2) intruder (2) katy perry (2)
kill theory (2) love object (2) masters of the universe (2)
mcdonalds (2) mortal kombat (2) near dark (2) night of the living
dead reanimated (2) people id like to see die (2) pig (2) rest stop
(2) rigormortis (2) saw 6 (2) saw 7 (2) saw Vi (2) screamers (2)
she's crushed (2) spirit camp (2) suspense (2) syfy channel (2)
the buming (2) the dentist (2) the descent part 2 (2) the devils
rejects (2) the driller killer (2) the green monster (2) the house with
laughing windows (2) the human centipede (2) the lost boys (2)
the real ghostbusters (2) the wraith (2) the wrestler (2) thriller a
cruel picture (2) toetag pictures (2) universal monsters (2) usa
network (2) vs (2) war (2) wolf creek (2) wrestling (2) zombie (2)
#1 cheerleader camp (1) 13 hours in a warehouse (1) 28 weeks later
(1) Sive girls (1) 6 guns (1) 80's (1) action figures (1) american psycho
(1) and automobiles (1) andre dumas (1) army of darkness (1) asian
films (1) attack of the vegan zombies (1) august underground (1)
batman (1) bats (1) bet (1) beyond remedy (1) black belly of the
tarantula (1) blacula (1) blade (1) blaxploitation (1) blood car (1) boo
berry (1) bram stoker's dracula (1) brooklyn's finest (1) burger king (1)
cabin fever 2 spring fever (1) can't hardly wait (1) cannibal holocaust
(1) carny (1) case 39 (1) cat in the brain (1) cell phones (1) cemetery
man (1) cereal (1) chasing amy (1) cheerleaders (1) child's play (1)
christmas evil (1) circle of eight (1) clive parker (1) clockwork orange
(1) cockhammer (1) colonel kill motherfuckers (1) corey haim (1) count
chocula (1) david lynch (1) dawning (1) dead by dawn (1) dead hooker
in a trunk (1) dead shit (1) dead-alive (1) death machine (1) demon
seed (1) demonic toys (1) demonic toys 2 (1) dennis hopper (1)
depressing movies (1) dexter (1) dinosaur valley girls (1) disney (1)
district 9 (1) documentary (1) doghouse (1) don't torture a duckling (1)
donnie darko (1) doom (1) double feature (1) dr.chopper (1) drag me
to hell (1) dread (1) dream reaper (1) dust zombies (1) dvd snapper
cases (1) ecto-plazm (1) ecw (1) eli roth (1) evil bong 2 king bong (1)
feast (1) final girl (1) fox (1) franken berry (1) fraternity massacre at hell
island (1) fright flicks (1) from dusk til dawn (1) frozen kiss (1) general
mills (1) ghostwood (1) goatsucker (1) god of vampires (1) going to
pieces the rise and fall of the slasher film (1) gold (1) goosebumps (1)
gothkill (1) grab bags (1) grace (1) gremlins (1) growth (1) halloween
havoc (1) happy birthday to me (1) hardware (1) hatchet (1) heartless
(1) hellweek (1) henry portrait of a serial killer (1) hidden (1) high
tension (1) hillbillys (1) hobo with a shotgun (1) horse boy (1) hostel (1)
hostel 3 (1) house of the dead (1) house of wax (1) i am virgin (1) ifc
(1) ifc grindhouse (1) inbred redneck vampires (1) infected (1)
inglourious basterds (1) inside (1) jennifer's body (1) john carpenter (1)
keener (1) killdozer (1) kiling zoe (1) lake mungo (1) leperchaun (1) let
me in (1) lost highway (1) mac tonight (1) machete (1) madman (1)
madness (1) man-thing (1) maniac on the loose (1) martha macisaac
(1) martin scorsese (1) maskhead (1) masks (1) max brooks (1) megan
fox (1) megapiranha (1) mike tyson's punch out (1) miramax (1)
monster in my pocket (1) monsters of the gridiron (1) monstervision (1)

moon (1) most bangable blogger (1) most disturbing movies ever made
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(1) movie gallery (1) movie let downs (1) mum and dad (1) murder
collection v1 (1) necrsis (1) night of the creeps (1) nightmare castle (1)
nite flix (1) nixon and hogan smoke christmas (1) open graves (1)
orphan (1) oscars (1) photoshop (1) pieces (1) planes (1) planet terror
(1) pogs (1) pontypool (1) population 436 (1) pre-mortis (1) pretty
scary (1) promotion (1) pulp fiction (1) punch out (1) quarantine (1) rec
2 (1) revenge (1) rl stine (1) robert rodriquez (1) roger avery (1)
romance (1) salvage (1) saturday nightmares (1) saw vii (1) scarface
(1) scream 4. the last slumber party (1) scream awards (1) screamers 2
(1) screamers the hunting (1) showtime (1) shutter island (1) skull
heads (1) sleep away camp 2 (1) somebody's knocking at the door (1)
spawn (1) spitballs (1) splatter day (1) splinter (1) sports (1) stiff jobs
(1) stoners (1) subspecies (1) summer school (1) survival of the living
dead (1) suspiria (1) tales from da hood (1) tbs (1) teenage mutant
ninja turtles (1) tenebre (1) thanksgiving (1) the asylum (1) the band
from hell (1) the beat of yucca flats (1) the blogger (1) the bloody ape
(1) the book of eli (1) the brain that wouldn't die (1) the car (1) the
caretaker (1) the changeling (1) the collector (1) the commune (1) the
crazies (1) the cursed (1) the dentist 2 (1) the descent (1) the donner
party (1) the exorcist (1) the final (1) the graves (1) the hangover (1)
the hills have eyes (1) the karate kid (1) the landlord (1) the last horror
film (1) the last slumber party (1) the lights (1) the puzzle (1) the reeds
(1) the road (1) the roost (1) the scare-ening (1) the shadow within (1)
the tripper (1) the undertaker (1) the uninvited (1) the vault of horror
(1) the weinstein company (1) the wolfman (1) the zombie (1) the
zombie survival guide (1) theburning (1) they called her one eye (1)
thundercats (1) tiger electronics (1) tnt (1) tony (1) topps (1) torture
room (1) trading cards (1) trains (1) trick r treat (1) trippy (1) trunk (1)
twilight (1) usa up all night (1) vertige (1) very scary music (1) vhs (1)
videodrome (1) vigilante (1) viral marketing (1) war wolves (1) wew (1)
western (1) when a stranger calls (1) when night falls (1) whisper (1)
witches (1) wwe (1) yeti (1) youth in revolt (1) yummy mummy (1)
zombie 2 (1) zombiecast (1) zombies ate my neighbors (1) zombies of

mass destruction (1) zombies zombies everywhere (1) zombietary (1)
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