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NICHT OF TUE LIVINE DEAD
REANIMATED

by Andrew Mack, October 18, 2010 10:08 PM
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Though it has been some time since the DVD release of Night of the Living Dead: Reanimated, the
artist collective homage to George A. Romero's 1968 film Night of the Living Dead, I found myself
busy with other things and only just found the time to watch the film and peruse the complete DVD
from Wild Eye. It seemed fitting given that Halloween is a mere two weeks away. If you are a fan of
the original work or you're looking to add some diversity to your vaporous viewing this year give
serious consideration to this challenging bit of cinematic interpretation of one of horror's cornerstone
films.

So let us start with a confession first. I have not seen the original film. Even after going through the
DVD yesterday I'd only taken fleeting glances at the original afterwards more so for reference to
understand some of the more abstract interpretations or for clarification. I've seen all sorts of Romero
films but not his first. So my response simply cannot be from a fan's perspective but I guess from an
artistic one. But as the saying goes, I may now know art but I know what I like.

The range of styles is impressive to say the least. Some of the execution and styles will be more
challenging than others. The sooner you can accept the breakneck speed in which the transitions from
one style to the next, 100 artists for a 101 minute film, then it is possible to enjoy the collective vision
of it. If you're going to get hung up on styles that you don't like, well, there is nothing to be done about
it now. But as the official site states, "The result of this project is an experimental take on the cult
classic. What it forfeits in visual continuity, it gains in variety'. The mediums range from puppets,
claymation, stop animation, illustration, rotoscoping, conventional and computer animation, and we are
merely scratching the surface.

There are some artists and contributors that I would like to see more of their work and thankfully Wild
Eye has gone through the trouble of listing all 100 artists and related web outputs so you and I can pick
the best of the bunch, as deemed worthy by ourselves, and see more [the complete list is also

available on the official site]. They have also profiled three of the artists and they each created short
videos explaining their contributions and methods.

It is difficult to find fault in a passion project, especially when a response to artistic expression is
subjective. Most of input from the 100 artists is somewhere between downright impressive to adequate
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to the task. Then there are contributions that are head scratchers and almost offensive considering
the high level and quality of other artistic contributions. I don't care who you are or what you can do
but taking segments of the film and simply applying a filter to it doesn't smack of creativity.

What certainly does happen is that drop in continuity and consistency because you like what you are
seeing then your response to the next segment may distract you enough to affect your enjoyment of the
original film or this collective accomplishment. It does make for challenging viewing but is essential for
completists and intriguing enough for the curious. It probably is not the horror film that you want to
break out on a night when the gang has come around for a night of thrills and chills. But as an
installation piece any gallery, bar or club could do no wrong having this playing on multiple screens
around your venue.

But it yearns to be appreciated and enjoyed for what it is, a great big bloody valentine, signed by 100 of
Romero's biggest fans.

AFTERTHOUGHT: I would like to know what fans of the original film think about this collective
interpretation. As one of the artists interviewed for the DVD extra said, he wanted to create his own
energy in the scenes he was given to... reinvent shall we say. What is your response to watching
NOTLD:R?

Related Links

Still not too late to get your copy for the Halloween Season at Amazon
Official NOTLD:R site
Wild Eye Releasing
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2 Comments

by Less Lee, October 19, 2010 11:57 AM

Hey there, nice review, especially from someone who had not seen the original film first.

Here's my review of it from someone who is a fan of the original:
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http://popshifter.com/2010-09-29/night-of-the-living-dead-reanimated/

Thank you.

And thank you for offering up your review for comparison between a fan of the film first and someone
like myself who has yet to see it in its entirety. I'll give your review a read when I get home tonight.
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Recent Headlines

e Asner And Gossett Check In To THE HOME

Get two fisted with animated noir 'The Wrong Block'

Bleeding Skull and Severin Films Bring DON'T PANIC And A NIGHT TO DISMEMBER To Cinefamily
INHALE Review

Video Home Invasion: PSYCHOMANIA Giveaway!

Amateur Scribe Jason Rothenberg Steps Into TWILIGHT ZONE

[UPDATE] AR Murugadoss' 7aam Arivu: What Is It?

Blu-ray Review: SPIRITS OF THE DEAD

Stay off the roads next Summer. 'Cars 2' is coming.

Video Home Invasion Romero/Slashers Winners + Exploitation Giveaway!
Coscarelli Gets Cryptic.

Rainn Wilson + Wrench = Violence. Watch A Clip From SUPER!

Angelina Jolie Inspires The Best Random Email Ever.

A review for the English-friendly Taiwanese BluRay of SUMMER WARS
OIAF: SMALL DESTRUCTIONS: Interview With Lark Pien

Arrow Video BATTLE ROYALE Blu-ray to be REGION FREE

Dennis Law Brings The Kung Fu Horror Comedy With VAMPIRE WARRIORS
Pusan 2010: ROLLING HOME WITH A BULL Review

'Hatchet' director Adam Green reminds us this Halloween, 'Just Take One'

10/21/2010 10:33 AM



Reviews: DVD Review: Night of the Living Dead: Reanimated http://twitchfilm.net/reviews/2010/10/dvd-review-night-of-the-living-dea...

50f6

e [t's our cheekiest contest yet! Win 1 of 5 DVDs of 'The Misfortunates'!

Recent Comments

e J Hurtado commented on Arrow Video BATTLE ROYALE Blu-ray to be REGION FREE: What he said.

There has been a lot of unnecessary heartburn about this issue on forums. Feel safe ordering from where
ever you want. There is NO WE...

J Hurtado commented on Video Home Invasion: PSYCHOMANIA Giveaway!: Whoops! I fixed the
article, there is an e-mail link in it now. Thanks for letting me know! ...

Justin commented on Video Home Invasion: PSYCHOMANIA Giveaway!: May we have your e-mail
please :) Is it contest@twitchfilm.net?...

Victor commented on Arrow Video BATTLE ROYALE Blu-ray to be REGION FREE: Arrow got back to
me on this as well saying "The Limited Edition on our website is the same as other retailers. They may be
listed a different name b...

Victor commented on Arrow Video BATTLE ROYALE Blu-ray to be REGION FREE: Arrow Films got
back to me with "The special features on the blu-ray discs are encoded at 23.976 fps and upscaled to 720
HD resolution so they will p...

gloomygrrl commented on Arrow Video BATTLE ROYALE Blu-ray to be REGION FREE: It does say
the the recommended retail price is 29.59 and that you are saving 50%, so that might explain the
confusion. Is Arrow doing a Special Edit...

plissken2013 commented on Stay off the roads next Summer. 'Cars 2' is coming. : Cars 2...then Monsters
Inc. 2...and before that direct to DVD shorts like that: http://www.dvdempire.com
/Exec/v4_item.asp?item_id=1547410 Oh yeah, Pi...

plissken2013 commented on PFF 2010: OUTRAGE: " Fireworks this is not." Which is a good thing, 'cause
I'm pretty sure Kitano didn't wanna do Hana-bi II: The revenge. ...

Edmund Yeo commented on PFF 2010: THE MAN FROM NO WHERE: Yup, it's the top-grossing film in
Korea this year....

Ard Vijn commented on A review for the English-friendly Taiwanese BluRay of SUMMER WARS: The
film cell is actually included inside the BluRay holder so it's not part of the goody-bag. The fact that I have
it is proof. And yes, there isa T...

10/21/2010 10:33 AM



Reviews: DVD Review: Night of the Living Dead: Reanimated http://twitchfilm.net/reviews/2010/10/dvd-review-night-of-the-living-dea...

‘i
)
N

v"
M
by

|
A
"
/ le
Wb ‘,U‘

About Twitch | Advertise on Twitch | Contact Us | Privacy Policy | User Agreement | Twitter | Facebook
All Twitch Headlines Reviews Videos Comments +  Go gle~ |

6 of 6 10/21/2010 10:33 AM



