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It’s hard to believe that at one time nearly every suburban town 

had a camera shop, pet shop, record shop, independent drug 

store (or two) , bakery, hardware store, stationer, shoemaker, 

and butcher shop, along with independent pizza parlors and 

restaurants.  There were small dress shops and children’s 

clothing stores; shops that sold clothing for men and boys, hat 

shops, shoe stores—and none of them were in malls. Cities, of 

course, had numerous independently-owned stores. I spent 

many years in the suburbs, and was always in walking distance of a grocery store, a few liquor 

stores, a bakery, and  an independent drug store. As the song says, “Those were the days, my 

friend.” 

My three closest friends and I would walk a mile after school every day to visit two record shops in a  

neighboring small city (where we bought that Mary Hopkin album). The people that worked there 

knew us, the customers knew us, and our parents knew where we were. The guys who worked in 

the pizzeria also knew us—that’s where we stopped to get fuel for our trip home. Those two music 

stores are long gone.

Malls came, big box stores arrived (not where I lived 

for some reason, maybe we were too close to 

NYC), and chain stores and restaurants pushed the 

independents off the map. It started gradually, but in 

the past ten years, 3,000 American independent 

record stores have closed.

Struggling independent record store owners and 

insiders from the record business (such as Lenny 

Kaye of The Patti Smith Group and Thurston Moore 

of Sonic Youth)  discuss the death of independent 

records stores in I Need that Record: The Death (or 

Possible Survival) of the Independent Record Store, 

an indie documentary that reveals the history of the 

decline of the independents. Sure, it’s about record shops, but you can apply what it says to 

luncheonettes (replaced by McDonald’s, etc.), clothing stores (put out of business by malls), and 

other small businesses.
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I Need That Record! The Death (or Possible Survival) of the Independent Record... 
Release date: 2010-07-27
Running time: 77 minutes
Publisher: MVD Visual

Guerilla filmmaker Brendan Toller unleashes I NEED THAT RECORD! THE DEATH (OR 
POSSIBLE SURVIVAL) OF THE INDEPENDENT RECORD STORE, "an elegy for a 
vanishing subculture...a lively, bittersweet film that ...
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