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At The Cinema: Paul McCartney Really Is Dead – The Last 
Testament of George Harrison  

A brief disclaimer, if I may. I’m one of 

those people who, shall we say, tend 

to err on the side of conspiracies. For 

instance, I don’t believe there was a 

lone shooter down in Dallas. In my 

opinion, things are rarely what they 

seem, and this is especially true when 

you’re talking about large-scale cover-

ups and dirty deeds. That being said, I 

was fairly predisposed to buy into the 

film about which I’m about to opine. 

After all, I’ve already written about a 

book I read a little while back on the 

very same subject. And “Paul 

McCartney Really Is Dead – The Last Testament of George Harrison” really takes 

that whole the dead Paul thing and runs miles and miles with it. Here’s the thing. 

I’m of two minds about this little “doc.” Part of me really, really wants to believe 

everything the flick purports. But there’s some stuff here that just doesn’t fly, no 

matter how much I’d like it to be so. Allow me to elaborate. 

 

The premise here is that back in 2005, the production company behind the film 

found themselves with quite a special delivery: Two mini-cassettes with a voice 

on them sounding a little like one George Harrison, spinning a tale of premature 

death, government cover-up, and the secrets to album clues about that very same 

death and cover-up. It very well could be considered too good to be true. And it’s 

certainly one of my biggest bones of contention here. The voice on the tapes, 

which incidentally is used to narrate the film, doesn’t really sound like George 

Harrison to me. Mind you, I’m not from Liverpool, but certain things about the 

pronunciation made me raise an eyebrow and frown at my television. “Maxwell” 

is pronounced “Muxwell.” “Berkshire” is pronounced almost the way an 

American would say it, not the way someone born and bred in England would. 

Even if he was trying to be cheeky. This voice distracted me the whole way 

through the 95 minute proceedings, as I tried vainly to let myself believe it was 

Harrison’s voice. 
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However, it’s when you take out the voice factor that the film actually gets 

interesting. Pretending it was just another narrator let me free up my attention 

to what was actually being covered. And if even a fraction of what was said in the 

film is actually true, it would be altogether rather shocking. Without giving too 

much away, the idea here is that after an argument about musical direction after 

a recording session on November 9, 1966, Paul McCartney drove off, picked up a 

young woman (named Rita, of course), and then crashed his car and died. 

Fearing mass hysteria and suicides by impressionable Beatles fans, MI5 stepped 

in and convinced the band to continue on, with the addition of William 

Campbell, contestant in a Paul look-alike contest (bizarrely enough, put on in 

conjunction with Dick Clark’s American Bandstand). The band agreed, and 

proceeded to cease touring, and left a heaping helping of clues about Paul’s death 

in record covers, lyrics, and on backwards messages. Campbell, for his part, 

worked on his Liverpudlian accent, got tons of plastic surgery, and set about 

trying to become Paul. “George Harrison” provides some pretty thought-

provoking snippets of information about all manner of things, from Jane Asher 

to Linda Eastman to the origins of Apple to that dodgy moustache Paul 

(or “Faul,” as the other three supposedly referred to the fake Paul) used to sport. 

Not to mention the stuff about Lennon’s murder and the attempted murder of 

Harrison, in 1999 (when the tapes are supposed to have been recorded). 

 

But for every point that lends credibility to the notion that Paul might actually be 

deceased, there’s a glaring error that besmirches the feasibility of the whole film. 

For starters, when talking about an “official” vehicle, used by “Maxwell,” their 

MI5 contact (he of the silver hammer, I’d venture), the film uses footage of a 

standard black cab, the kind you’d find tooling all around London. A pretty basic 

thing to check, you’d think, but the production types didn’t stop there. Rubber 

Soul is offered up as the first record on which the band began to leave clues for 

fans. But a quick check of the dates shows that Rubber Soul was released before 

the date on which Paul allegedly died. Again, another fairly simple fact to check, 

eh researchers? No? So too with Revolver, which was released months before 

Paul’s supposed accident, which negates all “clues” found within that record. It 

took less than ten seconds to locate those dates, which makes me wonder how 

the researchers could have screwed up so royally. The only way these clues could 

have applied would be if the date of death was incorrect. If “George” really meant 

November of 1965, well, that would make things a whole lot different. The last 

glaring error involves the identity of Rita, but I’ll save that humdinger for your 

own personal amusement. However, the historical reminiscences are informative 

and nostalgic, the footage is neat to see, and some of “George’s” commentary is 

pretty dang amusing. 

 

So, then, what is it? Is “Paul McCartney Really Is Dead – The Last Testament of 

George Harrison” a hoax? Is it legit, with some errors the researchers weren’t 

careful enough to correct? A little of both? The case for and against this legend 

being true both have weight, but there’s really only a handful of folks who know 

the truth as it really is. My verdict is still out, though what I can tell you is that I 

enjoyed this little film. errors and all. For you fellow conspiracy lovers, you 

might just want to give this a view or two. 
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� Mittenfields (8)  

� Mixtape Love (1)  

� Mobius Band (1)  

� Mogwai (2)  

� Mono (1)  

� Morning Favorites (1)  

� Morrissey (1)  

� Mother Sun Flower (1)  

� Motorco (2)  

� Mousetrap (1)  

� My Bloody Valentine (1)  

� My Sad Captains (1)  

� Myspace or Yours (3)  

� Nada Surf (2)  

� Nancy Sinatra (1)  

� Native (1)  

� Nebula (1)  

� Neil Young (1)  

� Neko Case (1)  

� Neon Indian (1)  

� Neverever (3)  

� Newsflash (29)  

� Nicole Atkins (1)  

� NIN/JA (2)  

� Nine Inch Nails (7)  

� Noble Air (1)  

� North Carolina (2)  

� Northern VA (7)  

� Oasis (3)  

� Oberhofer (1)  

� Octaves (1)  

� Okkervil River (1)  

� Olssons Books and Records (1)  

� On The Road Again (3)  

� Os Mutantes (2)  

� Otherwise Engaged (11)  

� Ottobar (1)  

� Our Daily Vinyl (8)  

� Paleface and Mo (1)  

� Parlovr (1)  

� Parties (1)  

� Past Lives (3)  

� Pat Jordache (1)  

� Patrick Park (3)  

� Paul Cary (1)  

� Paul Draper (1)  

� Peelander-Z (1)  

� Pela (2)  

� Pete and the Pirates (6)  

� Peter Hayes (1)  

� Philly (5)  

� Phosphorescent (1)  

� Pimlico (2)  

� Pitchfork Festival (1)  

� Pixies (1)  

� Plan 9 (1)  

� Polarsets (1)  

� Pomegranates (2)  

� Pretty and Nice (3)  

� Primal Scream (1)  
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� Pujol (4)  

� Quote of the Day (3)  

� Radiohead (2)  

� Ram's Head Live (1)  

� Ramble On (2)  

� Raveonettes (3)  

� Ray Davies (1)  

� Reading Rainbow (1)  

� Real Estate (1)  

� Record Store Day 2011 (1)  

� Red Palace (5)  

� Rewards (1)  

� Richard Cheese (1)  

� Richmond (15)  

� Rick Wakeman (1)  

� Ridley Bent (1)  

� Ringo Deathstarr (2)  

� Ringo Starr (1)  

� Rittenhouse Square (1)  

� Robbers On High Street (1)  

� Rock'n'Roll Hotel (12)  

� Roger Daltrey (1)  

� Roky Erickson (2)  

� Rolling Stones (1)  

� Royal Forest (1)  

� Rural Alberta Advantage (1)  

� Ryan McCracken (1)  

� Rye Rye (1)  

� S. Carey (1)  

� Saints and Lovers (1)  

� Santah (1)  

� Santogold (1)  

� Satellite Ballroom (2)  

� Say Hi (1)  

� Say It Ain't So (2)  

� Scary Mansion (1)  

� Scotland (1)  

� Screamin Jay Hawkins (1)  

� Screen Vinyl Image (1)  

� Sea of Bees (1)  

� Sea Wolf (1)  

� Seabear (1)  

� Seapony (1)  

� Seas (5)  

� Secret Cities (2)  

� Sensual Harassment (2)  

� Serge Gainsbourg (1)  

� Sex Beet (4)  

� Sharon Van Etten (2)  

� She and Him (5)  

� Shimmering Stars (1)  

� Shirlington (1)  

� Simon Wells (1)  

� Singles Club (55)  

� Sister Ex (3)  

� Sleepy Rebels (1)  

� Sleigh Bells (2)  

� Slow Six (1)  

� Sluts of Trust (1)  

� Small Mountain Bear (1)  
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� Small Sur (2)  

� Smashing Pumpkins (1)  

� Snack Truck (1)  

� So Long Farewell (2)  

� SOARS (1)  

� Soft Swells (1)  

� Solar Temple Suicides (1)  

� Soley (1)  

� Sonar (1)  

� Songs for Presidents (1)  

� Sound Team (1)  

� Spacemen 3 (1)  

� Spectacularly Off-Topic (2)  

� Spindrift (1)  

� Spiritualized (4)  

� Spoon (1)  

� Sri Aurobindo (2)  

� Starfucker (1)  

� State Theatre (1)  

� Stephen Colbert (1)  

� Stephen John Kalinich (1)  

� Steve Mason (3)  

� Stornoway (2)  

� STPP Festival 2011 (9)  

� Strange Matter (1)  

� Street Sweeper (1)  

� Sunking (1)  

� Suns of Guns (3)  

� Super Furry Animals (3)  

� Surf City (2)  

� Surfer Blood (1)  

� Sweet Tea Pumpkin Pie (1)  

� Swell Maps (1)  

� SXSW (86)  

� Syd Barrett (1)  

� Tammy Faye (1)  

� Television Personalities (1)  

� Terribly Good (1)  

� That Ghost (1)  

� The Acorn (1)  

� The Albertans (1)  

� The Antlers (1)  

� The Appleseed Cast (1)  

� The Babies (1)  

� The Bears Of Blue River (1)  

� The Big Lebowski (2)  

� The Black (1)  

� the Black Angels (12)  

� The Black Hollies (1)  

� The Black Lips (2)  

� The Blue Angel Lounge (1)  

� The Broken West (1)  

� The Brooklyn Allstars (1)  

� The Capstan Shaft (1)  

� The Caribbean (1)  

� The Chapin Sisters (2)  

� The Charlatans (3)  

� The Concretes (1)  

� The Constellations (1)  

� The Crookes (1)  
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� The Czar (1)  

� The Dandy Warhols (2)  

� The Deadmen (1)  

� The Delicious (1)  

� The Delta Spirit (1)  

� The Diamond Center (11)  

� The Dig (1)  

� The Dirty Lungs (3)  

� The Drains (1)  

� The Drums (1)  

� The Eastern Sea (1)  

� The Electricutions (1)  

� The Essex Green (1)  

� The Ferocious Few (4)  

� The Flying Burrito Brothers (1)  

� The Frequency (1)  

� The Futureheads (3)  

� The Get Down (1)  

� The Henry Clay People (1)  

� The High Dials (1)  

� the Hold Steady (1)  

� The House Floor (1)  

� The Invisible Hand (3)  

� The Jim Jones Revue (3)  

� The Joy Formidable (1)  

� The Kinks (1)  

� The Last Monarchs (2)  

� The Lines (1)  

� the Long Blondes (1)  

� the Longcut (1)  

� The Loom (5)  

� The Love Language (4)  

� The Luyas (2)  

� The Magnetic Fields (1)  

� The Missionaries (2)  

� The Moaners (1)  

� The Monkees (1)  

� The Moondoggies (4)  

� The Morning Benders (1)  

� The Mother Hips (1)  

� the National (5)  

� the National (Richmond) (3)  

� The New Pornographers (2)  

� The O's (1)  

� The Overnight Lows (1)  

� The Pains of Being Pure at Heart (6)  

� The Phantom Band (4)  

� The Postelles (1)  

� the Red and the Black (2)  

� The Rolling Stones (3)  

� The Satellite (1)  

� The Shining Twins (1)  

� The Smiths (1)  

� The Snowy Owls (1)  

� The So So Glos (2)  

� The Spinto Band (2)  

� The Spring Standards (1)  

� The State Department (1)  

� The State Theatre (1)  

� the Stevenson Ranch Davidians (2)  
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� the Stooges (2)  

� The Strange Boys (3)  

� The Sumner Brothers (1)  

� The Triple (1)  

� The Tweeds (1)  

� The Twilight Sad (1)  

� The Velvet Underground (2)  

� The Vermilions (2)  

� The Verve (5)  

� The Vita Ruins (1)  

� The Walkmen (3)  

� The Who (1)  

� The Woggles (1)  

� The xx (2)  

� The Young Sinclairs (4)  

� Theatre of Living Arts (2)  

� Thee Oh Sees (1)  

� Thee Silver Mt. Zion Memorial 
Orchestra (3)  

� These United States (17)  

� Thieving Irons (4)  

� This Town Needs Guns (1)  

� This Will Destroy You (1)  

� Those Darlins (2)  

� Title Tracks (2)  

� Toad's Place (1)  

� Tough Shits (1)  

� Trent Reznor (5)  

� Trocadero (1)  

� Turbo Fruits (1)  

� Twin Shadow (1)  

� Twin Tigers (2)  

� Twins Of A Gazelle (1)  

� Tyvek (2)  

� Tôg (1)  

� U Street Music Hall (1)  

� Ugly Purple Sweater (1)  

� Unnatural Helpers (1)  

� Untitled Interview (135)  

� Valentiger (4)  

� Valleys (1)  

� Vandaveer (2)  

� Velvet Lounge (4)  

� Veronica Falls (1)  

� Via Tania (1)  

� Video Vixens (12)  

� Violens (3)  

� Virgin Festival (2)  

� Viva Voce (2)  

� Voxhaul Broadcast (1)  

� Vulture Whale (1)  

� Warm Ghost (2)  

� Washed Out (1)  

� We Are Enfant Terrible (1)  

� We Were Pirates (1)  

� We Were The States (1)  

� Weekend (3)  

� Whispering Beard (2)  

� White Denim (1)  

� White Fence (2)  
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� White Hinterland (1)  

� White Laces (1)  

� White Rabbits (1)  

� White Stripes (1)  

� Wild Nothing (2)  

� William Shatner (1)  

� Willie Nelson (1)  

� Win Stuff (3)  

� Windhand (1)  

� Winter Gloves (1)  

� Wish You Were Here (4)  

� Wolfmother (1)  

� Women (2)  

� Wooden Shjips (3)  

� Woods (3)  

� Woven Bones (2)  

� Wye Oak (1)  

� Xmas (1)  

� Xmas Gift Guide (4)  

� Yndi Halda (1)  

� Young Galaxy (2)  

� Young Prisms (1)  

� Your 33 Black Angels (1)  

� Yuck (1)  

� Yukon Blonde (1)  

� Zoobombs (1)  

� Zut Alors (6)  
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