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Assault on Precinct 13 redone with an out-of-
® | its-element, pissed-off Bigfoot terrorizing the few
e | remaining cops and criminals trapped in an urban
police station now cut-off from the outside world - |
really wanted to love this one. While easily Synthetic Cinema's
best film to date, | still found Assault of the Sasquatch a frustrating
b-movie marred by what seems to be their biggest company
weakness: properly balancing horror with humor.

The Connecticut cops at the nearly abandoned precinct are almost
uniformly played with deadpan seriousness. The scenes in which
this ex-cop turned forest ranger and his visiting college age
daughter confront the cunning killer with revenge and escape on
his mind that destroyed their family carries some genuine
emotional weight to it. The poacher that gets arrested after
drugging and capturing a live Bigfoot is played with campy zeal,
but not as a complete joke. The stage is perfectly set for an angry Sasquatch to wake up, bust out of the poacher's
van, and lay siege to the station. That's when the trouble begins, and | mean trouble for the film itself more so than
for the characters.

You either make a movie of this nature all-out goofy from start to finish a la Troma, or, the best route, you shoot for a
straightforward thriller and then introduce a fantastical element that can go a bit over-the-top here and there but for
the most part keeps it feet grounded in reality. Assault of the Sasquatch wants to have it both ways and in doing so
results in wildly conflicting tones. When they inject comedy, the filmmakers have a bad habit of aiming for downright
stupid. Remember the complaints about how the Looney Tunes anvil scene in Drag Me to Hell was just too silly?
The makers of Assault of the Sasquatch aimed lower and not even adding in a little gore to the shenanigans hides
the fact that their humorous asides tend to be as sophisticated as an Ernest movie. | hate Ernest movies.

Up until the last half hour when the actual assault begins, from the time it busts out of the van to the moment it finally
figures out it can get into the station by crashing through the glass doors, Sasquatch mostly wanders around the
neighborhood too frequently engaging in juvenile mischief. Swiping a slice of pizza from a drunk, spying on a lady
taking a shower, and generally behaving more like a curious Muppet (Sasquatch does greatly resemble Sweetums)
lost in the city than the ferocious monster angry about having been abducted from its habitat. Almost seemed as if
the filmmakers were unsure how to sustain the central premise so they instead chose to hold it off until the third act
by toggling back and forth between surprisingly effective cop drama melodramatics inside the precinct and Bigfoot's
R-rated Ernest Scared Stupid antics.

The script never fully makes up its mind whether we're supposed to view this Sasquatch as a threat or cheer it on.
One moment Bigfoot behaves sympathetically like Harry & the Hendersons or humorously uses his might to
heroically save a prostitute from a violent pimp; the next it's running off with the cop's terrified daughter while the
helpless father screams in horror to set up a scene that might have you wondering if the movie was going to turn into
Sexual Assault of the Sasquatch.

Even as the movie hits its third act stride and begins delivering on its promise, yet another moment of tension will be
sabotaged by the momentary introduction of a kiddy movie caricature of a "Dr. Livingston, | presume" type in jungle
safari gear. That's the story of Assault of the Sasquatch; for every right note it hits, for every spot of humor that
works, for every solid performance, for every entertaining kill, sadly, there's a negative counter that drags the film
down.

And nothing drags down this movie quite like the introduction of a young Abbott & Costello meets Napoleon
Dynamite duo following Sasquatch around town. One scene would have been bad enough, but these two antitheses
of funny dolts are unwelcome recurring characters. The young portly fellow appears to have developed his acting
style from watching Sam Kinison, screaming nearly every line in a shrill high-pitched voice, practically
hyperventilating at times. Maybe | should be praising his performance? We're supposed to find him obnoxious
beyond any and all human comprehension and he succeeded every single time he opened his mouth. Despise is too
slight a word to describe the emotional reaction | had whenever these two occupied my screen. When Sasquatch
finally dispatched with them in truly spectacular fashion the joy it filled me with was immeasurable.

1 of3

D PART OF THE CRAVE NETWoRK C

Username: * I

Password: *

[

e Create new account
* Request new password

CUOUNTY

MTV LETE THE FANS DECIDE

100,000 DEMANDS

eventful

8/12/2010 1:11 PM



Assault of the Sasquatch (2010) | Horror Movie, DVD, & Book Reviews,...

2 of 3

2 1/2 outof 5
Discuss Assault of the Sasquatch in our forums!
Bookmark/Search this post with:

Gl hs (]

Delicious Digg S Reddit Facebook Google Yahoo

Technorati

Submitted by Foywonder on Wed, 05/19/2010 - 10:28am.

Login or register to post comments

Recent Headlines
UK DVD Art and Trailer - 7 Days

Death Metal Band Daigoro Dishes Out the
Horror in New Video

New Images - Gareth Edwards' Monsters
Bloody New Still From Rogue River

Beware the Black Devil Doll From Hell When
it Finally Comes to DVD

Commentary Clip - Adam Green's Hatchet
La Llorona Will Haunt Universal's Halloween
Horror Nights

The Last Lovecraft Kicks off the Toronto After
Dark Film Festival This Friday!

New Piranha 3D Clip Finds Jessica Szohr in

http://www .dreadcentral.com/reviews/assault-sasquatch-2010

Dread Central Staff Tweets
What are they doing now?

& 4| MattFini @BrianKeene Wow, really? It
L/ seemed pretty clear-cut and well stated.
56 minutes ago

8 t] MattFini @BrianWCollins Probably, I
L/ haven't liked any of 'those movies' except
for [REC.]

57 minutes ago

nomadixxx The Expendables is

ﬁ AWESOME.if you ignore almost every bit of
talking. Scott Pilgrim is going to be a love it
or hate it movie. I loved it.
about 1 hour ago

8 b MattFini Twitter is definitely abuzz with

L/ praise. I'm looking forward to it.
about 1 hour ago

@ | MattFini I'll confess, I usually like crappy

L2\ pop music - but I just don't get this Justin

Join the conversation

New Images With Some Bite - We Are the
Night

Login Login required, dlick here to begin

Share This Page
Add images Follow Cancel Post
Echo o items Admin

sunr| Then CryptWalker You HAVE to

Then CryptWalker You HAVE to see "NIGHT OF THE DEMON" and Then Read the
Retrospec Chris Haberman Did
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vaGp9yISDs

Login or register to post comments
Submitted by James Coker on Tue, 06/01/2010 - 4:17pm.

Recent Reviews
Burning Bright (DVD)
Neighbor (DVD)
Spike (2010)
Killer Weekend (2010)
Forbidden World (Blu-ray / DVD)
Lowlife Underdogs (Book)
Dead Set: A Zombie Anthology (Book)
Open House (Blu-ray / DVD)
Humanoids from the Deep (Blu-ray / DVD)
Piranha (Blu-ray / DVD)

Recent Interviews
Ford, Howard J. (The Dead) - Part Two
Ford, Howard J. (The Dead) - Part One
Ryan, Bryan (The Guest)
Hazeldine, Stuart (Exam, Paradise Lost,
Tripods)
Rooker, Michael (The Walking Dead,
Hypothermia)

Antal, Nimrod & Rodriguez, Robert
(Predators)

Irwin, Stephen (The Dead Path)

Sigler, Scott (Ancestor)

Schreiber, Joe (Supernatural: The Unholy
Cause)

Farrands, Dan, Hutson, Thommy, Kasch,
Andrew (Never Sleep Again)

Recent Videos
7 Days - International Trailer

Hatchet Blu-ray Clip - Adam Green Talks
MPAA

The Loved Ones - Clip Two

The Loved Ones - Clip One

The Splat Pack - Exclusive Clip

Vampires Suck - Clip 3: The Jonas Brother
The Dead - Behind-the-Scenes Video 2
The Vanishing on 7th Street - Featurette

Robert Kurtzman’s Creature Corps Web
Series - Trailer
Cast and Crew - 30 Days of Night: Dark Days

more

Recent comments
You see that's exactly what
3 min 12 sec ago

bring on a sequel i only
18 min 55 sec ago

8/12/2010 1:11 PM




Assault of the Sasquatch (2010) | Horror Movie, DVD, & Book Reviews,...

3 0f3

sunor 1980? Sweet. ;} Nothing
19807 Sweet. ;} Nothing better.

| love indie horror films.

Dead Tone - "A party. A prank phone call game. A lunatic on the other end
of the line."

http://www.deontaylorenterprises.com/DeadTone/

"We have such sights to show you."
-Hellraiser

Login or register to post comments
Submitted by CryptWalker on Tue, 06/01/2010 - 4:48pm.

sunr| Always a fan of big foot.
Always a fan of big foot. ;}

| love indie horror films.

Dead Tone - "A party. A prank phone call game. A lunatic on the other end
of the line."

http://www.deontaylorenterprises.com/DeadTone/

Login or register to post comments
Submitted by CryptWalker on Tue, 06/01/2010 - 3:37pm.

Comment viewing options
Threaded list - expanded | Date - newest first | 30 comments per page Save settings
Select your preferred way to display the comments and click "Save settings" to activate your changes.

Definitely better than |

43 min 56 sec ago

This film is a bucket of

1 hour 15 min ago

That was silly but

1 hour 24 min ago

Now this is the kind of

1 hour 32 min ago

Adam Green always does the
12 hours 46 min ago

Yep, They have tax-exempt
16 hours 16 min ago

Harry Knowles!!! WTF...

22 hours 44 min ago

I'm so sorry you guys have
23 hours 11 min ago

http://www .dreadcentral.com/reviews/assault-sasquatch-2010

Featured Topics

Beastly / Black Swan / Buried / Centurion / Don't Be Afraid of
he Dark / Halloween Horror Nights / Hatchet / Let Me In/
Machete / Night of the Demons / Piranha 3D / Resident Evil /
Saw 3D / Scream 4 / Scream Queens / Skyline / Supernatural /
he Last Exorcism/ The Loved Ones/ The Walking Dead /
rick of the Witch / True Blood / Twilight / Vampire Diaries /

News | Reviews | Interviews | Chat | Contests | Forums | Gallery | Video Dread
Podcasts | Cold Spots | The Buz | Last Toys on the Left | Motion Picture Purgatory | Knetter's Monthly Blood

All content Copyright 2006 & Beyond, Dread Central Media, LLC

About Us | Link To Us | Contact Us | Advertise with Us | RSS

8/12/2010 1:11 PM



