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They recorded most of the album at their home studio, except for Jeff Gretz’s drums, David Nelson’s trumpet

and Jeff Nichols’ sax. The album is a rock opera about a Wall Street trader named Yossarian who’s driven

toward success until it warps him. His rescue, return and final escape to fulfillment take place, but to say

more would spoil the story for readers.

Highlights include the opener-overture “Looks Like I Made It,” the vocoder-driven “The Catch 22,” the fuzzy

“Rabbit Hole,” the spooky-slow “Losing Everything,” and much more. This is an album that requires intense

listening, but I recommend it highly for those who’d enjoy many musical genres spread over an interesting,

politically charged story.

‘Bowlive: Live at the Brooklyn Bowl,’ Soulive (Velour Music/MVDvisual, HHHHH)

This March 22 DVD features the members of Soulive

(guitarist Eric Krasno, drummer Alan Evans and

organist Neal Evans) who occupied a newly opened

warehouse-turned-music venue in Brooklyn for a two-

week residency in March 2010. They called musical

conspirators to join them-creating a guest lineup with

guitar virtuosos (Derek Trucks, Warren Haynes), hip-

hop names (Questlove, Rahzel), and some of the

most inventive improvisers in modern rock ’n’ roll

including Robert Randolph. The Brooklyn Bowl

became the Mecca for distinct yet like-minded

musicians, where they returned night after night,

donning bowling shoes and sharing fried chicken. The

common thread uniting these ingredients quickly

became palpable -- from transcendental

improvisations to the homey, playful atmosphere, the

Soulive residency was like nothing that had come

before it.

The film is 122 minutes long, and can be viewed with

or without interviews (where the music flows without

interruptions). Highlights include joyous

collaborations with featured vocalist/keyboard dabbler

Nigel Hall, Susan Tedeshi and Derek Trucks’

smoldering “Soul Serenade” and Warren Haynes

leading “Born Under a Bad Sign.”

If you like soulful music of nearly every type, you’ll

enjoy this presentation.

Ricky Flake, a former punk rocker and music fan who lives in Biloxi, can be reached at

rickyflake@bellsouth.net.
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