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Winter’s 1979 performance on German television’s “Rockpalast” (“Rock

Palace”) is a fiery affair. A flaming, blazing burn of a performance, real blues sizzling out of Winter’s

fingers through his Gibson Firebird … man, it’s a thing to see. Blues is a power-summoning form of

music in the right hands, and I don’t think anybody can doubt it’s in the right hands with Johnny

Winter. It is suggested, however, that there was a personal agenda behind this concert, that it was a

return to roots for Johnny – and for his audience. At any rate, what matters is the quality of the music

and the quality is here, no doubt. Winter jams through a strong set list that includes “Jumpin’ Jack

Flash”, “Suzie Q”, “Hideaway”, a 17-minute “Mississippi Blues”, “Rockabilly Boogie” and more.

Aficionados of blues and blues rock may well find this worth a visit.
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