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British Royal Weddings Of The 20th Century DVD 

Review

Posted by Christina Zawadiwsky on May 26, 2011 in DVD Reviews |  6 Comments 

In the wake of the recent royal wedding of Prince William and Kate 

Middleton, British Royal Weddings Of The 20th Century, released 

on DVD on May 17, 2011, by Cherry Red/Strike Force 

Entertainment/MVD Visual, may attract both the traditionally-minded 

and the curious. Black-and-white films, color films, films without audio, and 

narrated films are all included on the DVD disc, which starts with the silent black-

and-white film of the 1922 wedding of Princess Mary and Henry Charles George, 

Viscount Lascelles, and ends with the 1986 Prince Andrew and Miss Sarah 

Ferguson wedding.

The British have always liked their pomp and pageantry, and we see it all here, in amazing and extravagant 

glass coaches, wedding gowns and trouseaus, elaborate church weddings and archbishops and the splendor of 

the guards, military and horsemen escorting the richest of the land. The devotion of the British public to these 

events is legendary, with people camping out in the streets of London overnight to catch a glimpse of the bridge 

and groom leaving the church or waving from the balcony at Buckingham Palace. Thousands cheer and 

collectively engage in their patriotic pride and national unity. 

Pealing wedding bells are heard everywhere, whether the wedding day weather decides to co-operate with the 

event or not. For the wedding of Miss Edwina Ashley and Lord Louis Mountbatten on July 18, 1922, rain did not 

discourage thousands, who just pulled out their umbrellas and followed guards in raincoasts as they crushed 

against each other to see the wedding couple.

When Prince Albert, Duke of York, married Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon on April 26, 1923, their wedding cake 

reached to the ceiling. Brilliant sun and public rejoicing marked the wedding, on November 16, 1935, of Prince 

Henry, Duke of Gloucester, and Lady Alice Scott, who walked on flower petals at the train station. Some of their 

wedding presents are also displayed on the film, including pearls, emeralds, and diamonds and a home-made 

ship model sent to them by a band of crippled children. During an all-day drizzle Princess Elizabeth and Philip 

Mountbatten, Duke of Edinburgh, entertained 50,000 guests on November 20, 1947, and men from Edinburgh 

were filmed talking about Philip’s skill at the game of skittles. At the wedding of Princess Margaret and Anthony 

Armstrong-Jones on May 6, 1960, Princess Margaret put on a wedding band of Welsh gold.

My favorite wedding was that of Lady Diana Spencer and Prince Charles on July 29, 1981 at St. Paul’s 

Cathedral, about which the Queen Mother said, “I wouldn’t have missed this day for anything.” Margaret 

Thatcher and Mrs. Nancy Reagan and many of the crown heads of Europe attended, and Diana’s silk taffeta and 

antique lace dress, which had been kept a secret until the day of the event, had a 25-ft. hand-embroidered train. 

Afterwards on the balcony Prince Charles affectionately kissed Diana’s hand as half-a-million people cheered, 

and the weather helped to give everything a touch of summer magic on an extremely beautiful day.

“With this ring I thee wed, with this body I thee honor, and with all of my worldly goods I thee endow” is heard 

again and again as these fairy tales unfold, leading the newly-wed couples into their lives of public duty. This 
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British Royal Weddings Of The 20th Century DVD contains over three hours of archival footage and is certainly 

unique and verifiably historical!

MPAA Rating: Not Rated 

Running Time: 180 minutes 

Release Date: May 17, 2011

Edited by Thomas Cook 

Produced by Barry Ashton

If you enjoyed this post, make sure you subscribe to my RSS feed! 
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6 RESPONSES

Shaun M  

June 4, 2011 at 4:20 pm

I’ve developed a love for British pageantry and history through seeing the coronation of QE2 but 

haven’t delved into their royal weddings until this one. The majesty of fairy tales sounds about the 

right note.
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Chris  

June 4, 2011 at 8:04 pm

I find that the way British weddings have both changed and stayed the same, historically, very 

interesting.

Pat  

June 4, 2011 at 8:05 pm

I love the romance of these fairy tale weddings!

JP  

June 4, 2011 at 8:06 pm

I wonder how these royal events first began, and if they were smaller and less open to the public 

long ago.

Joan Colby  

June 5, 2011 at 11:34 am

It’s interesting how fascinated we Americans are by the doings of British royalty!

gman  

June 5, 2011 at 7:18 pm

I really don’t understand why people think so much of a royal wedding. When Joe and Jane down 

the street get married there is no coverage, yet because people were lucky enough to be born into 

royalty people go nuts about their wedding. I really don’t get it…
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